
 

 

The Illinois 
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Spring 2023 

I l l i n o i s  S o c i e t y  S o n s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  
I l l i n o i s - s a r . o r g  

Compatriots will gather at the 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel in Springfield 
on Friday & Saturday, May 12-13 for an 
awards dinner, youth awards 
luncheon, and a silent auction 
provided by the ILSSAR Ladies 
Auxiliary. 

Plans were being made to hold our 
May meeting in either Peoria or 
Bloomington, but due to the number of 
college graduations in May in both 
proposed locations, the decision was 
made to return to Springfield for this 
upcoming gathering. 

If you will be staying overnight in 
Springfield, you can book your room 
under that reserved block using the 

link - Sons of the American Revolution 
(hilton.com). Alternatively, you can 
contact the hotel and reserve under the 
block by phone. The hotel is located at: 

 
701 East Adams Street 
Springfield, IL 62701 
(217) 544 – 8800 
 
 If you will be joining us, please 

complete the form at the following link 
(https://forms.office.com/r/
Ez3WMRG7YR). The cost for dinner is 
$45 per person and the cost for lunch 
is $35 per person. Please make all 
checks payable to ILSSAR and send to: 

 Bill Wheeler (ILSSAR) 

8770 Country Shire Lane 
Spring Grove, IL 60081 
Drinks/reception for the Friday 

Banquet will start at 6pm, with the 
awards dinner starting promptly at 7 
pm.  Our meeting on Saturday will 
start at 8:30am followed by our Youth 
Awards Luncheon at Noon. 

If you have any questions or 
require any additional information, 
please contact Bill Wheeler by email 
at bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org. 

Thanks and we look forward to 
seeing you on Friday, May 12—
Saturday, May 13. 

 
 

A Message from Linda Ashby 
Illinois Society Ladies Auxiliary 

Illinois Society Banquet & Youth 
Awards—Friday & Saturday May 12-13  

Hello, ILSSAR Chapter Presidents, 
  
Each year at the Annual Illinois 

Society SAR Members’ meeting, the 
Illinois Ladies Auxiliary conducts a 
popular Silent Auction. This is a fun 
time for all who attend and helps to 
raise funds for Illinois Cemetery 
Markings and the National SAR 
Education Center and Museum in 
Louisville. To date, our Auxiliary has 
donated thousands of dollars to each of 
these projects.  

We need YOUR help to make this 
event a success. We are asking every 
Illinois chapter to make a donation 
to the auction. Some chapters like to 
make up “baskets” of items unique to 
their locations. Others contribute 

consumables - wine, tea or coffee 
baskets, Jerry Whitson’s delicious 
fudge, etc. . We have already received 
commitments from 2 chapters for 
financial donations totaling $250!  

Please discuss this at your 
upcoming Chapter meetings and 
decide on a donation for the 
Silent Auction! Then, please let me 
know and send me a photo so I can 
publicize your item(s) to the other 
chapters. We would also love to have 
donations from individuals: an 
enjoyable and informative book, 
bakery, interesting pictures, statues, 
patriotic items, colonial accoutrements 
for men, ladies and children. Maybe 
someone from your chapter would like 
to bid on the Revolutionary War 

uniform which will be on the Auction.  
Most importantly, come to the 

Annual meeting, bring your checkbook 
and shop! Bring your compatriots, 
wives, children, significant 
others, and a spirit of adventure! 
All are welcome! We look forward to a 
great time with you!  

Sincerely, 
 Linda Ashby  
 
Illinois Ladies Auxiliary  
Sons of the American Revolution  
Silent Auction Chair  
lkashby1@icloud.com  
15863 245 North Ave  
Bradford, IL 61421  
309-202-4066  

https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/sonsoftheamericanrevolution/
https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/sonsoftheamericanrevolution/
https://forms.office.com/r/Ez3WMRG7YR)
https://forms.office.com/r/Ez3WMRG7YR)
mailto:bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org
mailto:lkashby1@icloud.com
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From the Desk of Richard Ruedin 
ILSSAR President 

As we 
journey 
through 
2023, we 
still face 
threats on 
our health, 
hyper-
polarization 
of our 
political 
system, and 
citizens 
facing 

economic issues and personal safety 
concerns.  George Washington had the 
same concerns that he included in his 
farewell speech. “He saw things that 
would be highly resonant to you and 
me—hyper-partisanship, excessive debt, 
foreign wars and foreign influence in our 
elections … all forces we have actively 
and unwisely invited into our culture and 
into our government.” 

 Washington stated “for Americans to 
focus on what unites them,” which 
Washington felt “would induce them to 
forget their local prejudices and policies 
and, in some instances, to sacrifice their 
individual advantages to the interest of 
the community.”  

The Illinois Society must follow the 
guidance from George Washington, to 
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focus on what has united us over the years 
as members of the Illinois Society Sons of 
the American Revolution. We must set 
aside our grievances, be they Chapter or 
State level, and make the sacrifice of your 
time and talents to strengthen our Society 
so that the current generation and 
generations to come understand the 
Principles of our Organization. We must 
demonstrate unity of action, 
communicating the reason that our 
Patriot ancestors risked their freedom, 
wealth, and lives, to be able to have a 
representative form of government 
chosen by the people and to be governed 
by laws of their representatives.  

Now is the time to energize your 
Chapter and Committees by providing 
activities that are of interest to your 
membership. To become visible in your 
communities by communicating your 
activities to the local press, to establish 
award activities to members of the public, 
and to contact your local school 
administrators to gain access to students 
to provide a visible image of why their 
forefathers became Patriots in the 
American Revolution.  

In a few years, we will be celebrating 
the 250th Anniversary of the American 
Revolution, don’t let your community 
pass this event by as being too long ago to 
celebrate.  

A Message from Bill Wheeler 
Senior Vice-President 

It’s fantastic to 
see that Spring is 
here and warmer 
weather is upon 
us. It is also great 
to see all the 
events that are 
coming up. One 
of my favorite 
times of the year 

is our Annual Awards Banquet and 
Youth Awards Luncheon weekend 
which is coming up on May 12th and 
13th. This is the time of the year 
where we recognize all of the great 
contributions that our members are 
doing in the community. We also 
have the opportunity to celebrate the 
accomplishments of youth in Boy 
Scouts, Rumbaugh Oration, and learn 
all about the incoming Illinois 
Society, Children of the American 
Revolution - State President’s project. 

This year we have a number of 
cemetery and grave marking 
ceremonies coming up. Our next 
marking will be at Hulse Cemetery in 

Winnebago County on Saturday, June 
3rd. The Kishwaukee chapter will be 
marking the grave of Patriot Samuel 
Campbell.  

June is a busy month! The next 
grave marking will take place on 
Saturday, June 10th. The Elijah Smith 
chapter will be honoring the grave of 
Patriot Phineas Underwood. The 
ceremony will take place at Walnut 
Ridge Cemetery located in Virginia, 
Illinois. We encourage support from 
DAR, C.A.R., and other organizations 
during these events. Please see our 
website and Facebook page for more 
information on these and other 
upcoming events. 

If you are able to attend these 
events, we encourage you to bring 
friends and neighbors to show them 
what the organization is about and the 
great work that you all are doing. 
Thanks to all of members and 
supporters for all of the work that you 
do! Congratulations to all those that 
will be recognized during our 
upcoming awards meeting. 

mailto:Richard.ruedin@il-sar.org
mailto:bill.wheeler@il-sar.org
mailto:bill.wheeler@il-sar.org
mailto:steve2204@comcast.net
mailto:tjharrisil@frontier.com
mailto:therobinsons_20@comcast.net
mailto:gjwestfall1974@gmail.com
mailto:jeremwhit@nwcable.net
mailto:ray.owens@connectwithcalvary.org
mailto:saichamb@comcast.net
mailto:tdashby@me.com
mailto:kybrd76@hotmail.com
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Illinois Society Seeks To Fill 
Officer Vacancies 

The Illinois Society Board of 
Managers Nominating Committee seeks 
compatriots as candidates to fill current 
officer vacancies.  Office vacancies 
include Recording Secretary, Historian, 
and Sergeant-at-Arms., and Chancellor. 

• Recording Secretary Duties:  The 
Recording Secretary shall aid the 
Secretary in carrying out the 
functions and responsibilities of the 
office of Secretary. His specific duties 
are as follows: • Record, or cause to 
be recorded and preserved, the 
minutes of meetings of the Board of 
Managers and the Annual Business 
Meetings of the State Society. • Send 
copies of the minutes of the meetings 
to the President, Secretary, 
Historian, Editor of the Illinois 
Patriot and all other Board of 
Manager members. • Record the 
additions and corrections made to 
the minutes, the dates of their final 
approval, and forward the corrected 
and approved original of such 
minutes to the Historian for 
preservation in the archives of the 
ILSSAR.  

• Historian Duties: The Historian shall 
collect and file with the Society such 
historical data as may be brought to 
his attention concerning battles/
incidents and soldiers/patriots of the 
American Revolution, particularly as 
they relate to the State of Illinois, as 
well as major activities of the Illinois 
Society and Chapters. The Historian 
shall be responsible for collecting 
and depositing in the proper safe 
depository the official State Society’s 
reports and papers for each year, 

minutes of All board of managers 
meetings, officer and committee 
annual reports, as well as an annual 
report from each chapter. 
Corrections and additions to the 
minutes of all business meetings will 
be kept and filed by the Historian. 
Copies of the Illinois Patriot shall be 
kept in this file. The Historian shall 
work with the Historian General for 
the NSSAR in depositing valuable 
materials and collections of the 
Illinois SAR. The Historian shall be 
responsible for collecting and 
depositing in the proper safe 
depository the official State Society's 
reports and papers for each year, 
minutes of ALL Board of Managers 
meetings, officer and committee 
annual reports, as well as an annual 
report from each chapter. 
Corrections and additions to the 
minutes of all business meetings will 
be kept and filed by the Historian. 
Copies of the Illinois Patriot shall be 
kept in this file. The Historian shall 
work with the Historian General for 
the NSSAR in depositing valuable 
materials and collections of the 
ILSSAR. The Historian shall keep on 
file in the ILSSAR archives records 
of, and location of all Revolutionary 
War Patriots buried in Illinois as 
provided to him by the Revolutionary 
War Graves Committee.   

• Sergeant-at-Arms Duties: The 
Sergeant-at-Arms shall assist in 
preserving order as the President 
may direct. He shall handle the 
physical arrangements within the 
meeting room including seeing that 
the furnishings, P.A. system, lighting, Illinois Emeritus 

Status Awarded 
The Illinois Society Board of 

Managers periodically approves 
Compatriots to be rewarded Emeritus 
Status. Emeritus status is given to 
compatriots over 90 years of age who 
have 10 or more years of annual dues 
paid. Upon receiving approval, the 
State Treasurer is permitted to waive 
State Dues and to pay National dues 
on behalf of the honoree.  

Ed Proctor and William 
“Bill” White of General Joseph 
Bartholomew Chapter were recently 
granted Emeritus status. They join 
Clarence Richardson (Springfield), 
Charles Sener (Fox Valley), Robert 
Starrett (General Joseph 
Bartholomew) and Franklin Lewis, 
Jr. (General Joseph Bartholomew).  

Highlights of Society Meetings 
First time attendees in December 

included Greg Haugens (Capt. Zeally 
Moss), Frank Campo (Springfield), 
Jeff Case (Kishwaukee), and Bob 
Welch (Fox Valley).  

Our Society has 1085 members, 
with 19 applications are pending; 3 
pended.  

Due to the ongoing work of the 
audit, Drew Robinson will remain as 
secretary and treasurer.  

Tom Ashby, Trustee, provided 
updates on the National Society work 
and the Museum in Louisville. 

George Tinkham, Eagle Scout 
Chair, is already receiving 
scholarship applications. At the 
request of ILSSAR President Richard 

Ruedin, he will review Rumbaugh 
Oration and Knight Essay 
submission until the chairperson 
vacancy is filled.  

With the death of Ed Bachesta, 
the ILSSAR historian position is 
vacant. President Ruedin will contact 
the family to arrange for pick up of 
remaining materials.  

All ROTC applications and 
submissions should be forwarded to 
President Ruedin. 

Junior/Youth State fees will be 
waived, effective in 2023.  

An ILSSAR Handbook has been 
updated and placed on the society 
website. 

flags, decorations, regalia, etc. are 
present, adequate and in proper 
order. The Sergeant-at-Arms shall 
be responsible for the flags and any 
other equipment needed for the 
ILSSAR meetings. He shall maintain 
them in proper state of repair, 
deliver them to, and install them in 
the meeting place for the conduction 
of the ILSSAR meetings. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms shall maintain a 
current record of name, location and 
custodian of items of furniture, 
office equipment, flags and 
standards, computer, amplifying 
equipment and/or recording 
equipment, and other such property 
owned by ILSSAR. The Sergeant-at-
Arms shall be responsible for having 
printed each year's ILSSAR 
stationery and envelopes.  

• Chancellor Duties: The Chancellor, 
who in all instances shall be an 
attorney-at-law admitted to practice 
in the state society’s jurisdiction, 
gives opinions on legal matters 
affecting the society when such 
questions are referred to him by the 
proper officers. The Unauthorized 
Practice of Law (UPL) statutes 
found in each state and the District 
of Columbia mandate the above 
requirement that the Chancellor be 
an attorney-at-law. State societies 
are encouraged to review their 
jurisdiction’s UPL statute. 

  
Interested individuals should contact the 
Nominating Committee Chair, 
  
 Mike Campagnolo 
 (C) 630-464-4904 
 Email: mscfoxvalleysar@att.net  

mailto:mscfoxvalleysar@att.net
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Captain Zeally Moss 
Kristopher Eric Anderson 
Brady Daniel Dickerson 
Brett Edward Dickerson 
Brian Patrick Dickerson 

Daniel P. Dickerson 
Gregory George Dickerson 

Sean Patrick Dickerson 
Gregory A. Haugens 

Richard Leslie Lundeen  
Paul Martin Miller 

David Bond Mueller 
 

Ewington 
Greg Lynn Bean 

Christopher Laurence Colclasure 
Wyett Harrison Colclasure 

Aaron John Jensen 
Phillip Dale Jensen 

Finn William Mattern 
James Edwin Phillips 

 
Fort Armstrong 

James Craig Matlock 
 

Fort Dearborn 
Miles Harwood Brehm 

Dylan James Clary 
Miles David Clary 

Richard Neil Gardner 
Tucker Joseph Hirsch 

Paul Stephen Maze 

Duncan Robert Mitchell 
William Luke Smithling 

Clayton Brundage Stewart 
Jacob Avery Stewart 

 
Fox Valley 

Robert Wayne Brown 
Roan Thomas Burke 
Matthew David Clark 
James Franklin Davis 

Jason Piorier Davis 
Kevin Curran Downey, Jr. 

Scott Edward Fox 
Bill Hammons, Jr.  

David McCoy 
Nathaniel Boyden Nielsen 
Edward Santos Ribeiro, Jr. 

Matthew Stilwell 
Mark T. Wentworth 

Donvan Eugene Wolford 
 

General Joseph Bartholomew 
Richard Lee Milner 

 
Kishwaukee 

Kenneth Bradley Affeldt 
Robert Yountz Clifton 

William Wesley Clifton 
Jody Lee Hamblen 

Joshua Robert Junig 
Jeffrey Curtis Smith 

Richard McClelland Taylor 

 
Lewis & Clark 

Daniel  C. Chamblin 
Michael Lee McAnally 

 
Long Knives 

Allen Richard Reich 
Joshua Darrell Westfall 

 
Springfield 

Thomas Joseph O’Brien 
Kerry Lee Polk 
Mark Alan Polk 

 
In Memoriam 

 
Kyle Robeson 
April 10, 2021 
Piankeshaw 

 
Ronald J. Foster, Sr. 

August 16, 2022 
General George Rogers Clark 

 
Charles McKittrick, Jr. 

September 3, 2022 
General George Rogers Clark 

 
John D. Coleman 
September 11, 2022 

General George Rogers Clark 
 

 

Chapter Capsules 
News from Our Chapters 

Captain Zeally Moss 
On November 4, 2022 at the 

Tazewell County Courthouse, 
the chapter honored Pekin 
Police Officers Wes Washburn, 
Caleb Boyer and Nick Appel 
with the Law Enforcement 
Commendation medal in their 
life-saving response for four-
year old Zayden who fell 
through the ice on Meyers Lake 
in February. The ceremony was 
held in front of the Tazewell 
County Veterans Memorial and 
the medals were given by 
chapter president Keith Bonnett 
and Color Guard members Mike 
Tubbs, James E. Miller, and 
Aaron Miller.  

At the March meeting, 
chapter registrar Tom Ashby 
presented War Service medals  
to Daniel Dickerson and Greg 
Haugens. The March meeting 
also welcomed Paul Miller as 
Compatriot and a program 
presented by Compatriot 
Nicholas Mainz on his Patriot 
ancestor James Withoit of 
Orange County, Virginia. 
 

Elijah Smith 
The Elijah Smith Chapter 

invites you to a celebration of a 
Revolutionary War Patriot who 
was interred in the Walnut 
Ridge Cemetery at Virginia, 
Illinois. 

The chapter will be honoring 
Phineas Underwood (1764-
1843) by dedicating a plaque at 
the main entrance of the 
cemetery to identify his service 
to this country during the 
Revolutionary War, and his 
location within the cemetery. 

The ceremony will begin at 11 
am on Saturday, June 10, and 
will be held at the Virginia 
Cemetery which is located just 
north of Virginia, Illinois (about 
a mile) on IL State Route 78. 
Immediately following the 
dedication of the 
commemorative plaque, you are 
welcome to a reception with 
refreshments at the New Life 

Welcome New Members & 
In Memoriam 



Sons of the American Revolution The Illinois Patriot Spring 2023, 5 

 

Church which is just across 
Garner Road from the cemetery. 

RSVP for the reception is 
needed by Wed. June 7, so 
enough food can be ordered. 

In case of rain, the ceremony 
will be held in the New Life 
Church. We'll have some chairs 
but please bring a lawn chair. 

Several ancestors of Phineas 
Underwood plan to attend this 
ceremony. 

Please RSVP To R. Sid 
Welles @ Email: 
Sevenoaks@csj.net or 217-243-
5100 or Cell 217-371-4763 Leave 
Msg. 

 
Fort Dearborn 

The Fort Dearborn Chapter 
based out of Chicago, Illinois 
holds chapter luncheons four 
times per year at the historic 
Union League Club Chicago 
located at 65 W. Jackson 
Boulevard.  In January, the 
chapter met. The speaker, Mrs. 
Nancy Schultz, is the Regent of 
the Fort Dearborn Society. Mrs. 
Schultz delivered an excellent 
program on the history of Fort 
Dearborn. 

Mrs. Schultz shared a 
number of passages from the 
book ‘The Fort Dearborn 
Massacre’ by Lieutenant Helm 
– One of the Survivors. The 
book was gifted to her by 

members of the Fort Dearborn 
DAR Society for her many 
contributions to the DAR. 

Mrs. Schultz is a member of 
a number of other genealogical 
societies, as well as being a 
senior board member of the 
William Dawes Society, 
Children of the American 
Revolution. After the program, 
it was discovered that one of the 
founding members of the Fort 
Dearborn Chapter (SAR), 
Compatriot Mead Gifford, was a 
member of the William Dawes 
Society, C.A.R. 

 
Fox Valley 

In a sign of a return to a Pre-

COVID schedule, the chapter 
participated in the DuPage 
County Genealogical 
Conference held in Naperville. 
Chapter officers and the new co-
Registrar, Paul Carenen, and 
Clyde Ruble spoke about 
membership, historical topics, 
and family history with 
attendees.  

A full house gathered on 
March 25, 2023 at the 
Messenger Library, North 
Aurora, to induct new members 
and present awards due to the 
cancellation of the annual 
luncheon in 2022. New 
members inducted were: Ken 
Walsh, Lew von Almen, Lloyd 
Hubbard, Wayne Mansfield, Ed 
Ribeiro, Jr., Tom Anderson, 
Scott DeMuth, Bob Brown, 
Kevin Downey, Jr., and Bill 
Hammons, Jr. Twenty new 
compatriots joined in 2022, and 
five have joined so far in 2023. 
The chapter presented Good 
Citizenship Medals and 
Certificates to Clyde Ruble and 
Cecil “Steve” Hubbard. The 
chapter Distinguished Service 
Medal and Certificate recipient 
was Kevin Alcott.  

The chapter will participate 
in the Memorial Day parade in 
Naperville on May 29, the 
Kishwaukee chapter cemetery 

(Continued on page 6) 

Captain Zeally Moss presented new member certificates to (shown left to right) are Presenter, President Keith Bonnett, new members Dan Dickerson, his son 
Greg Dickerson, both of Peoria, Greg Haugens of Toluca, and Daniel Josefson of Galesburg. Four other sons and grand sons of Dan Dickerson, also received 
their certificates, but were not present because of being in the U. S. Air Force, or other commitments.  They are Brady, Brian, Sean, and Brett Dickerson.  

Nancy Schultz, Regent of the Fort 
Dearborn Society at Fort Dearborn 
Chapter Meeting, January 2023. 

mailto:Sevenoaks@csj.net
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marking of Patriot Samuel 
Campbell at Hulse Cemetery in 
rural Winnebago County on  
June 3, and the Flag Day 
handout in Batavia on June 14. 

 
General George Rogers 

Clark 
The chapter held its 27th 

Annual Flag Award ceremony on 
Thursday, November 10, 2022, 
at the Edwardsville Courthouse. 
The ceremony is held each year 
close to Veterans’ Day to honor 
Madison County residents who 
regularly and properly fly the 
U.S. Flag.  2022 awards were 
given to residents of the 
northern townships. Southern 
township residents will be 
recognized in 2023.  

Honorees (and townships) 
recognized: Charles Gronau 
(Alton), Dawn & Greg Reinhardt 
(Alhambra), Melinda Stilts 
(Foster), Raymond Buchholz 
(Godfrey), Aaron & Jessica May 
(Hamel), Nelson Ottwell, Sr. 
(Moro), Michael Cremeens (New 
Douglas), Dennis & Pat Jones 
(Olive), Gary L. Erwin & Jane 
Hutton (Omphghent), and Billy 
Daubenspeck (Wood River).  

On Thursday, December 15, 
2022, the chapter held an 
Awards Banquet at the Glen 
Carbon Senior Center in Glen 
Carbon, Illinois. There were 23 
members, prospective members, 
and guests present. Three 
members received awards for 
their service to GGRC: Dennis 
Lybarger, Eric Reelitz, and Phil 
Bailey.  

On December 17, 2022, the 
chapter conducted the annual 
Wreaths Across America (WAA)
ceremony at the Glen Carbon 
Village Cemetery, Glen Carbon, 
Illinois, in accordance with the 
WAA Ceremonies across our 
country. This cemetery has a 
“Dough Boy” Statue, which is an 
indication that the cemetery has 
World War I veterans interred, 
there are two veterans from 
Glen Carbon who joined the 
Army together and were killed 
on the same day. Phil Bailey, the 
GGRC WAA Chairman, 
conducted the ceremony reading 
eighty veterans’ Name, Rank, 
Service, Date of Birth & Death, 
and a bell was tolled for each 
name, while members of the Pin 
Oak 4H Club placed the 
wreaths. At this event Ellen 
Henschen sang the National 
Anthem and My Country `Tis of 
Thee. Taps was played by Cate 
Dorsey of the 4H Club. In 
attendance were thirty-five 
citizens, seven members of 
GGRC Chapter, and Erica 
Hariss, Illinois State Senator 
elect. The weather was clear, 
however with winds of over 20 

mph, the wind chill was in the 
teens!  

General Joseph 
Bartholomew 

The October 2022 issue of 
The General’s News received 
2nd place in the NSSAR 
Newsletter Contest. 
Congratulations to the 
newsletter editorial board: 
Gordon Bitner, Jay Cummins, 
Stephen Kern, Dan Leifel, Dr. 
Virgil Short, and especially the 
publisher, Dana McDonald. 
The newsletter is published 4 
to 6 times a year in order to 
share important news with  
membership and friends.  

At their March 2023 
meeting, John “Jack” 
Bruemmer received the Arthur 
M. and Berdena King Eagle 

John “Jack” Bruemmer, freshman at Benedictine 

College, Atchison, Kansas, receives the Arthur M. 

& Berdena King Essay Award at General Joseph 

Bartholomew Chapter, March 2023 

Members of General George Rogers Clark participated in the Wreaths Across America this past December (L to 
R) .David Schmitt, Richard Ruedin - ILSSAR Society President, (Just Behind) Steve Hyatt - Registrar, Eric 
Reelitz - Chaplain Robert Ridenour - Treasurer, Phil Bailey - VP GGRC & WAA Chairman, Jim Patterson - 
WAA Assistant
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Scout chapter award. Jack is 
the son of Kevin and Kathleen 
Bruemmer of Bloomington. He 
was a member of Troop 920 
(WD Boyce Council) when he 
obtained his Eagle Scout Rank. 
His 500 word essay, A 
Prussian’s Aid During the 
Revolution was presented to 
the attendees of the chapter 
meeting.  He was presented 
with his participant scout 
patch, SAR Eagle Scout 
certificate, and a check for 
$750. 

On Thursday, April 6, 2023, 
local high school seniors were 
recognized for their actions, 
accomplishments, and future 
goals at the 2023 Outstanding 
Good Citizenship Recognition 
held at the Bloomington 
Country Club. The keynote 
speaker at the luncheon was 
Dr. Aondover Tarhule, Interim 
President--Illinois State 
University, who encouraged the 
students with his speech 
entitled “The Changing 
Perception of a College 
Education.”  

Lilia Sue Monigold, of 
Leroy High School and Corey 
Benjamin Hadden of 
Heyworth High School 
received a $1,000 scholarship 
each. Lilia will attend either 
Millikin University or SIU 
Edwardsville, majoring in 
Molecular/Cellular Biology 
and Psychology. Corey plans 
to attend Indiana State 
University, majoring in 
Engineering, Computer 
Science, or Ministry. 

Outstanding Good Citizen 
awards were also presented to 
Susan Kern, Sharon 
McCormick, Dena McDonald, 
Phares G. O’Daffer, and Cherie 
Valentine. Since 2007, the 
chapter has recognized four 
adults in supporting 
citizenship and inspire the 
students to see lifelong 
citizenship as part of their 
lives. 

Additional honored guests 
at the luncheon included 
ILSSAR President, Richard R. 
Ruedin, Cherie Valentine, LGS 
DAR Honorary Regent and 

Director, Regional 
Superintendent of Schools 
(DeWitt, Livingston, Logan and 
McLean Counties) Mark 
Jontry, Assistant Regional 
Superintendent of Schools 
(Woodford, Tazewell and 
Mason Counties) Jon Smith, 
Regional Superintendent of 
Schools (Woodford, Tazewell, & 
Mason Counties) and pianist 
Louise Bowen. Event hosts 
were Stephen Kern and Milton 
Rudsinski. Gordon Bidner 
delivered the welcome message 
and served as our Master of 
Ceremonies. The 25th Annual 
Luncheon is scheduled for 
Thursday, April 4, 2024 at the 
Bloomington Country Club. 
Keynote speaker will be 2002 
Normal Community West HS 
Citizenship/Scholarship 
Recipient, Adam Hickman.   

The General Joseph 
Bartholomew chapter will hold 
a patriot grave marking 
ceremony for David Haggard 
on Sunday, June 11, at 1:30 pm 

(Continued on page 8) 

Twenty local high school seniors were recognized for their actions, accomplishments, and goals at General Joseph 
Bartholomew Outstanding Good Citizenship Recognition held April 6 at the Bloomington Country Club. 
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at Evergreen Memorial 
Cemetery in Bloomington.  

  
Kishwaukee 

The Kishwaukee chapter 
will hold a patriot grave 
marking ceremony for Samuel 
Campbell on Saturday, June 3 
at 11 am in Hulse Cemetery in 
rural Winnebago County. 

 
Long Knives 

Long Knives’ Boy Scouts 
Chairman, Stan Palmer 
introduced Eagle Scout 
Madeleine DeNeal during the 
November 2022 Chapter 
meeting. Ms. DeNeal is part of 
the inaugural class of women 
Eagle Scouts since acceptance 
of women into the BSA. Ms. 
DeNeal is the recipient of the 
Arthur M. and Berdena King 
Eagle Scout Scholarship (2nd 
place) and is a Junior at 
Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale. During the 
meeting, she read her essay 
about Patriot Sybil Ludington, 
the forgotten Patriot who rode 
out on horseback on the cold, 
rainy night of April 26, 1777 to 
raise the alarm of an 

Long Knives Chapter Presented Good Citizenship Awards to Veterans Cemetery Caretakers in Carrier Mills (from left to right) Nickolas Harley Cofield 
Jr. (receiving the award for his father “Harley Cofield” (recipient) posthumously, Larry Mullinix (recipient), Nona Jones Taborn (recipient), and Rev. 
Ron Williams (recipient). Officials of the Long Knives Chapter and Shawnee Forest Chapter NSDAR members (left to right) are: Tom Edmondson, 
President, Jim Wallace, Vice President, Southern Region, Lisa Thomas, Director ISO-NSDAR, John Cramer, SAR Chairman of Awards & Medals, 
Gerald Whitson, Registrar Long Knives, and Greg Westfall, State Registrar ILSSAR.  

impending surprise British 
attack. Stan Palmer presented 
Ms. DeNeal with a Certificate of 
Recognition for achieving the 
Eagle rank, an Eagle Scout 
Medal, and a check from the 
Long Knives’ Chapter for $100. 
In addition to her academic 
studies at S.I.U., she is 
participating in an internship on 
rural access to healthcare.  

At the December Meeting of 
the Illinois Society Board of 
Managers, the chapter received 
the Presidential Citation for 
perfect attendance of BOM 
meetings. The chapter was 
recognized for their support of 
Veterans Honor flights to 
Washington D.C. to visit the 
National Memorials, greeting 
every veteran and participating 
in the honorary parade since the 
program began. 

Compatriot Greg Westfall 
was also presented the Roger 
Sherman Silver Medal and 
Certificate. The Roger Sherman 
Medal is presented to a 
Compatriot for significant 
service that are not 
requirements for Meritorious 
Service Medal.  He serves as 
Illinois Society SAR Registrar. 

The chapter was also 
presented a Flag Award 
Certificate for their continued 
support of National and State 
programs.  

New compatriots inducted 
include Robert Marple and 
Joshua Westfall. 

 
Stephen Decatur 

The chapter recently 
concluded its book club and 
has begun a series of programs 
highlighting Compatriot 
ancestors and the battle(s) they 
participated. The group also 
explores biographies of various 
military leaders, including 
Baron Von Steuben and Gilbert 
du Motier, Marquis de La 
Fayette. 

 

Are You A 
George 
Washington 
Fellow? 

The George Washington 
Endowment Fund (GWEF) was 
created to establish a 
permanent restricted fund, the 
income of which would provide 
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annual funding for the support 
of NSSAR unfunded or 
underfunded committees and 
special projects. 80% of the 
corpus earnings are withdrawn 
for NSSAR project support. 
The remaining 20% is added to 
the permanent fund. 

George Washington 
Fellows are elected through a 
single $1000 gift or annual 
installment payment plan as a 
permanent gift to fund. It is 
not limited to SAR members; 
spouses, children, 
grandchildren, nephews and 
nieces are also eligible.  

All new George Washington 
Fellows receive a beautiful gold 
pin, a certificate 
acknowledging their GW 
Fellow status, and listed with 
all GW Fellows in the SAR 
Genealogical and Research 
Library. 

Additional information, 
including brochure and form 
are available at the SAR 
Foundation website. Consider 
a gift today! 

George 
Washington 
Endowment 
Fund Approves 
Cemetery 
Marker 

The George Washington 
Endowment Fund recently 
approved funds in support of 
the purchase and installation 
of a cemetery marker for 
Patriot Phineas Underwood by 
the Elijah Smith Chapter. 

Total cost for the marker is 
$2700. Chapter contributions 
of $550, Virginia city donation 
of $300, and an Illinois Society  
contribution of $500 raised 
$1350. The GWEF 
contribution covers the 
remaining cost. 

As the United States 
approaches its 250th 
anniversary in 2026, the SAR 
will be providing event news 
and educational resources, 
including videos covering 
various aspects of the 
Revolutionary War. Visit their 
site at america250sar.com.  
 
The SAR Education Committee 
also has a dedicated website at 
education.sar.org.  

Other Cemetery Marking Ceremonies 
 

Honoring Samuel Campbell 
Saturday, June 3, 11 am 

Hulse Cemetery, Winnebago County 
Kishwaukee Chapter 

 
Honoring David Haggard 
Sunday, June 11, 1:30 pm 

Evergreen Memorial Cemetery, Bloomington 
General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter 

 
 

https://www.sarfoundation.org/ways-to-give/george-washington-endowment-fund/
https://www.sarfoundation.org/ways-to-give/george-washington-endowment-fund/
america250sar.com
education.sar.org
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David W. Van Hoof 

Vice President General GLD (elect), 
State President Mickey McGuire 

Of the Michigan Society  
Sons of the American Revolution  

 And 
Chapter President Ronald Barnard 

The Paul Emory Chapter 
 

Cordially invite you to the  
Annual Great Lakes District Banquet and joint host state meeting  

With the Michigan Society SAR 

Friday, October 27th and Saturday, October 28th, 2023  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Doubletree by Hilton  
Bay City – Riverfront 

One Wenona Park Place 
Bay City, MI 48708 

(989) 460-1703 
 

$109.00 plus tax through October 6, 2023. Reservation includes free self-parking. 
 

Link for room reservations: 
https://book.passkey.com/go/SonsoftheAmericanRevolution    

 

https://book.passkey.com/go/SonsoftheAmericanRevolution
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2023 GREAT LAKES DISTRICT of MISSAR BOARD OF MANAGERS GALA &   

JOINT MEETING MEAL RESERVATION FORM 

Advance reservation required to be served dinner/luncheon. Deadline: Oct 6th  

Name(s) ______________________________________ Number Attending: ______ 

State/Chapter: _______________________Guest(s) __________________________ 

If National/State/Chapter Officer - Position(s)______________________________ 

Telephone Number ______________________   E-mail ______________________ 

Friday Evening Gala October 27, 2023 (5pm-10pm) 
         (Itinerary of activities to follow) 

Braised Beef with Heirloom Carrots and Great Lakes Whitefish with Lemon Caper Butter (both 
are included in the single price), Tossed Mixed Greens Salad, Country Potato Salad & 
Cavatappi Pasta Salad. Served with Freshly Brewed Coffee, Iced Tea, Hot Herbal Teas and 
water.  

Saturday Lunch Buffet October 28, 2023 (12 pm) 
     (Agenda of meetings to follow) 

Pan Roasted Chicken with Smoked Gouda & Bacon and Grilled Salmon with Citrus & 
Chardonnay (both are included in the single Price) & Michigan Salad. Sides include Roasted 
Yukon Gold Potatoes & Mixed Seasonal Vegetables and rolls. Assorted Petite Desserts. Served 
with Freshly Brewed Coffee, Iced Tea, Hot Herbal Teas and water. (Itinerary to follow) 

 List special dietary restrictions: 
_____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

TOTAL DINNERS: $29.00 + $1.68 (6% tax) + $6.16 (22% gratuity) = $36.84 

x_____=________ 

TOTAL LUNCHES: $23.00 + $1.32 (6% tax) + $4.84 (22% gratuity) = $29.16 
x____=________ 

TOTAL COSTS:  _____________ 

Send completed reservation form and check payable to “MISSAR” to:  

Compatriot Erik Honnila, 5770 Hidden Pines Ct, White Lake MI 48343 

 
If you have any question please contact me: 

VPG GLD (elect) DAVID W. VAN HOOF 

David.w.vanhoof@gmail.com 

(517) 499-7480 

mailto:David.w.vanhoof@gmail.com


 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

133rd Annual National Congress  
Orlando, Florida 

Thursday, July 13—Thursday, July 20, 2023 
 

Illinois Society Members Meeting 
Effingham, Illinois 

Friday, August 11-Saturday, August 12, 2023 
 

Great Lakes District Annual Meeting 
Bay City, Michigan 

Friday, October 27—Saturday, October 28, 2023 
 

Illinois Society Members Meeting 
Peoria, Illinois 

Friday, November 10-Saturday, November 11, 
2023 

 

More Ways To Stay 
Informed 

Here are even more ways to 
connect with SAR events & news 

National Society 
sar.org 

 
facebook.com/

sonsoftheamericanrevolution/ 
 

Great Lakes District 
illinois-sar.org/gld.html 

 
Illinois Society 
illinois –sar.org 

 
 

Illinois Society Sons Of  
The American Revolution  
999 N. Plaza  
Schaumburg, IL 60173 

sar.org
facebook.com/sonsoftheamericanrevolution
facebook.com/sonsoftheamericanrevolution
illinois-sar.org/gld.html
illinois-sar.org

