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Illinois SAR hosted the Great Lakes
District meeting with attendance by President
General Warren Alter and wife Nancy,
Treasurer General Davis L. Wright, and
President General Alter’s Travel
Coordinator Paul R. Callanan and wife
Keitha .  A wreath-laying at Lincoln’s Tomb
was attended by an impressive honor guard
made up of compatriots from Illinois,
Michigan, and Wisconsin and included a
sword salute to Abraham Lincoln.  The
Illinois SAR Auxiliary hosted a special tour of
the renovated Governor’s Mansion in
Springfield (a DAR daughter with connec-
tions arranged it since the tours are not given
on Saturdays).  A special thanks to Senior
Vice-President Mike Campagnolo, Northern
Region Vice-President/Patriot Newsletter
Editor Scott Sanders, and Auxiliary
President/DAR State Registrar Cheryl
Chamblin for their contributions to the suc-
cess of Vice-President General Tom Ashby’s
event.  The team did us all proud.

Attendance at the Springfield Chapter has
increased with the addition of new (and
younger) SAR members.  President Drew
Robinson, Vice President Stan Buckles, and
Registrar Lou Myers (and Polly) are doing a
great job.

The Illinois DAR commemorated a monu-
ment to the ‘Liberty Bell of the West’ in
Chester, Illinois as a tribute to the 200th
anniversary of the founding of the State of
Illinois.  SAR members in attendance includ-
ed Southern Region Vice-President Dan
Crafton and Long Knives President Jim
Wallace.

The Stephen Decatur Chapter continues
to increase its membership and meeting atten-

ILSSAR hosts Great
Lakes District event

A Great Lakes District Color Guard event was held on
October 26th at Abraham Lincoln’s tomb in Springdale
Cemetery in Springfield, Illinois.  Present at the event were
19 Color Guard members in the Revolutionary War uni-
forms of their respective societies:   Wisconsin - 1, Michigan -
8 (including PG Alter, a joint member) and Illinois – 10, and
ladies in colonial garb. 

Members of the color guards from Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan stand for a photo in
front of the Lincoln Memorial. President General Warren Alter is front and center.

GLD VPG Tom Ashby welcomes attendees to the wreath-laying, above. ILSSAR President
Dick Chamblin lays the Illinois wreath at Lincoln’s tomb, above right.

Continued on P.5



ILSSAR Calendar of upcoming events in 2019
February 8 and 9 

Board of Managers, Mt Vernon, IL meet-
ing at the Double Tree by Hilton Mt. Vernon.
222 Potomac Blvd, Mt Vernon, IL 62864. Ph:
618.244.7100. Rooms at $109 each night for
the SAR rate. Our dinner speaker will be
Larry Werline (US Grant) and Krista Graves
(National History Teacher)
Last week of Feb or first week of March
TBD, SAR Spring Leadership Meeting,

Louisville, KY, Brown Hotel. Call 888
888-5252 and ask for the Sons of the
American Revolution rate.

May 10 and 11 
Board of Managers, Springfield, IL at the

Wyndham Springfield City Centre 700 E
Adams Street, Springfield, IL 62701. Rooms
at $121 each night for the SAR rate with free

ILSSAR Registrar – Garry Grugan
Effective immediately, my e-mail address is 

gagrugansar@gmail.com.  
Please update your contact information accordingly.  

I apologize for the inconvenience.

breakfast and free parking. Wyndham
Springfield City Centre 700 E Adams Street,
Springfield, IL 62701 Ph: (217)789-1530 .
This meeting is our annual SAR chapter and
individual awards night. We will have the
Ladies Auxiliary Silent Auction. No Guest
Speaker for this event.

July 5 thru 10
National SAR 129th Congress, Costa

Mesa, CA, at the Orange County Hilton,
3050 Bristol St. Costa Mesa, CA 92626 Ph:
(714) 540-7000. Room rates TBD.

August 8, 9, & 10
Board of Managers, Springfield, IL Illinois

SAR Board of Managers meeting dates are 8
August Thursday for the State Fair Parade.
The BOM dinner/banquet is 9 August Friday
night at the Wyndham Springfield City

Centre 700 E Adams Street, Springfield, IL
62701. Ph: (217)789-1530 . We have rooms at
$114 each night at the SAR rate, with free
breakfast and free parking On Saturday 10
August our BOM meeting followed by lunch.
Our speaker TBD.

Last week of September 
SAR Fall Leadership Meeting, Louisville,

KY, Brown Hotel. Call 888 888-5252 and ask
for the Sons of the American Revolution rate.

November 8 and 9
Board of Managers, Lisle, IL meeting at

the Hilton Lisle/Naperville, 3003 Corporate
West Drive, Lisle, IL 60532. Ph: (630)
505-0900. Rooms at $111 each night for the
SAR rate. Our dinner speaker TBD

Drew Robinson

therobinsons_20@comcast.net

A Message From The Sr. Vice President
By ILSSAR Senior Vice President Mike Campagnolo
Recently I attended the

Kishwaukee luncheon/meet-
ing on November 17th at
the Thunder Bay Grille in
Rockford. I was proud and
honored to assist in swear-

ing-in the new chapter President Jason Sturges
and 2019  chapter officers. New chapter
President Jason Sturges presented outgoing
President George Graham with a plaque, cer-
tificate and pin. I introduced myself and
talked to the chapter members about SAR and
how neighboring chapters and the state society
can help one another. A special thank you to
the Kishwaukee chapter for a very enjoyable
afternoon. I encouraged all members to visit a
neighboring chapter and bring a friend! I
think you will find the experience rewarding. I
will try to attend as many chapter meetings as
possible because each chapter has its own
unique meeting style.

We will be having the February BOM at
the Double Tree by Hilton Mt. Vernon. 222
Potomac Blvd, Mt Vernon, IL 62864. We have
reserved the dates of February 8th and 9th,
2019. You can reserve your room now until
the cutoff date of January 25, 2019. I have
been talking to Susan Lynch (Director of food

and
Beverage)
and Holly
Talbert
(Sales
Manager)
and went
over the
contracts. I
have
booked
Larry
Werline
(US Grant)
for the
February
8, 2019
guest
speaker.
He is happy to travel from Chatham to Mt.
Vernon. I would like to thank Compatriots
Richard Scott and Jerry Whitson for suggest-
ing this venue. Maybe having this BOM
far south we can get more compatriots from
Long Knives, Lewis and Clark, Ewington,
GGRC and Piankeshaw Chapters

The May 10-11, 2019 and August 8-10,
2019 BOM’s will remain in Springfield and

those contracts are already signed. We will not
need a speaker for the May Medals and
Awards night but will be looking for a speaker
for the August BOM. If you know of any
potential speaker please let me know.

The November 8-9, 2019 BOM will not be
at the Starved Rock Lodge. I called them the
first week of November after the October
GLD meeting and they could only reserve 6
rooms for Nov 8 & 9th 2019. They said the
next available dates were the end of
November. (I thought that was too late in the
year)

I called the Hilton Lisle/Naperville in Lisle
(which has a great facility, we had the GLD
meetings there a few years ago) and booked
Nov 8th and 9th for next year. The people
there were nice, no deposit. SAR rate of $111
per night. 

Maybe having it this BOM far north we
can get more compatriots from Fox Valley,
ABC, Fort Dearborn and Kishwaukee
Chapters.

Over the years I have notice we have more
compatriots from the Central and Southern
Regions attending the BOM’s.

I would like to see great compatriot turn
outs for these BOM events.

Mike Campagnolo
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dance due mainly to the efforts of President Larry
Burgett and Vice-President Roger Swim.  

Fall Leadership:  I attended several committee
meetings as well as the Trustee Meeting.  I success-
fully applied for and received $3,500 from the
George Washington Endowment Fund for ceme-
tery marking.  Thanks to Immediate Past President
Toby Chamberlain for making it possible.  

The American History Teacher Award Committee meeting provided
detailed information on the expansion of the awards to include elemen-
tary and middle school teachers in addition to high school teachers and
substantially increased the monetary value to the national award win-
ners to $5,000 each. The Charles Scheitzer History Teacher Award has
been expanded to $500 for each of the State winners.   One of the
important issues addressed by President General Warren Alter was
retention.  The “buddy system”…all chapter members committed to
calling a buddy to remind them of coming events was one suggestion.
Chapters finding ways to reduce the cost of uniforms to members who
wish to wear them was another.

The Ewington Chapter annual dinner meeting provided a chance to
meet new, younger members who seemed eager and ready to go.
President Joe Harris has put together an impressive management team
including Registrar Robert Lybarger who has done an outstanding job
of recruiting, Vice President Larry Smith who has expanded the
Outstanding Citizenship program to include 34 students, and
Treasurer Clark Wise who has done a commendable job with a thank-
less task.

The Illinois DAR visited Bacone College in Muskogee, Oklahoma.
Bacone College was founded in 1880 making it Oklahoma’s oldest con-
tinuing center of higher education.  It is located on 160 acres of land
donated by the Creek Indians.  The new management team now
includes Dr. Ferlin Clark, a Navaho Indian, as President.  Through
President Clark we witnessed/felt a bit of the American Indian culture.

The College attracts Indian and non-Indian students alike and
attempts to prepare students to function in the mainstream of society,
without losing their culture and heritage.  I am grateful to the Illinois
DAR for allowing me to accompany them.

It is encouraging to witness the blooming of a new chapter.  The
Stephen Decatur Chapter meeting was well attended and veterans were
recognized.  Good job Larry Burgett and Roger Swim.

The General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter Veterans Day meeting
was marked by the recognition of chapter members for the War
Service Medal as part of their Veterans Day activities.  In another
meeting, the chapter celebrated the 200th anniversary of the founding
of Illinois.

The 2019-2020 slate of officers of the Piankeshaw Chapter were
installed and Patrick Brown replaced William McLane as the new
President.  Younger members have joined the chapter management
team.  It is encouraging to witness that.  The Illinois SAR needs the
new ideas and energy that young members bring to the table.

As 2018 winds down, I want to say that I see that most chapters

generally suffer the issues of recruiting, retention, and too few actively
engaged chapter members to support every youth program. 

Having said that, I want to point out that I am very impressed by
the efforts of those members who conduct the chapter operation and
programs that advance the mission of the Illinois SAR.  I am proud to
be associated with such men.   

ILLINOIS SOCIETY 
SONS OF 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
OFFICERS 2018-2019

President ——–––——–––—— Richard Chamblin
Sr. Vice Pres. ——–––––––––– Mike Campagnolo
Vice Pres. N. Region —–––––––––– Scott Sanders
Vice Pres. C. Region ———––– Louis (Lou) Myers
Vice Pres. S.Region ————––––––– Dan Crafton
Secretary ————–––––––––––– Drew Robinson
Treasurer ———————––––—––– Lee Braden
Recording Secretary ——–———— Scott Sanders
Registrar ————––––––––––––— Gary Grugan
Genealogist ———–——–––––––––––– Ron Peck
Chancellor ——————–—–––––— Kevin Babb
Historian ——––––––––––––––––——––––– TBD
Chaplain —––––––––––– Rev. Raymond P. Owens
Sgt.-at-Arms —–——–––—————–Ken Griffin
NSSAR Natl. Trustee –––––––– Toby Chamberlain
NSSAR Alt. Trustee –––––––––––– Dick Chamblin 

ILSSAR Patriot Newsletter Editor:
Scott Sanders  

Send articles to w9run1776@icloud.com
(This is my new email address)

The Chickesaw Warrior
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A grandson of Revolutionary War Captain
Abraham Lincoln of the Augusta &
Rockingham Counties, Virginia militias, our
16th president was a Captain in the Illinois
militia in the Blackhawk War and
Commander-in-chief during the American Civil
War.

On order of Illinois Color Guard
Commander, Mike Campagnolo, Colors were
presented and the Pledge of Allegiance was
said.  GLD VPG Tom Ashby welcomed all
and described Abraham Lincoln’s legacy.
Wreaths were laid in front of the Tomb by
NSSAR, NLASAR, GLD, MISSAR, WIS-
SAR, ILSSAR and the Springfield Chapter.
Ken Goodson led the Michigan Society in a
Sword Salute, Arms were presented and the
group of about 50 attendees dismissed.

Afterwards, everyone was encouraged to
view the street-level SAR cemetery marker
honoring Revolutionary Patriots buried in
Springdale Cemetery, which had been placed
by the Springfield Chapter.

Following the assembly at the Cemetery,
we adjourned to the Wyndham Springfield
City Centre Hotel for a delightful evening.
Illinois President, Dick Chamblin, hosted
cocktails, hors d’oeuvres and dinner.  More
than 50 attendees heard addresses by PG
Warren Alter and Illinois CAR State
President, Jacob Shadinger.  Guest speaker,
Timothy Good, National Park Service
Superintendent of the Lincoln Home National
Historic Site, gave a fine talk on Lincoln’s

A Message 
From ILSSAR President
Richard Chamblin 

Continued From P. 1

ILSSAR Past President Toby Chamberlain leads the combined Illinois, Wisconsin, and Michigan color guards to the wreath laying.

Assassination. VPG Tom Ashby presented
District Silver Roger Sherman medals to Mike
Campagnolo (IL), Dave Van Hoof (MI),
William Austin (WI), and District Meritorious
Service medals to Toby Chamberlain (IL),

William Vette (MI) and Roger Boeker (WI).
CAR President Shadinger was presented the
Silver CAR Medal of Appreciation, Scott
Sanders a Certificate of Appreciation, and
Linda Ashby the Lydia Darragh Medal.

Above, President
General Warren
Alter warms up the
crowd before giving
his address at the
GLD dinner. At left,
the GLD color guard
presents a sword
salute during the
wreath laying at
Lincoln’s Tomb.

Photo by Dr.
Allan Campbell

Photo by Scott Sanders

Photo by Scott Sanders
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- Meeting called to order by President Dick Chamblin
- Invocation by ILSSAR Chaplain Rev. Ray Owens 
- Pledge of Allegiance by Dr. Allan Campbell MD
- SAR Pledge by Ron Peck

Discussion about new application forms
Comments by Trustee Toby Chamblin and Tom Ashby regarding

the new application process: It was decided at the Fall Leadership
meeting to require the new applications (pdf, Word, or online) must use
the new form that contains the paragraph that affirms that the appli-
cant is not a member of an organization that opposes our society, etc.
President Chamblin said everybody needs to review the forms they’re
using because “They’re some really old forms out there.” The new form
must contain this paragraph above the signature line:

“I _________ certify that I meet the eligibility requirements of
Article Ill of the Constitution of the National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution, namely that an applicant must be a male, a citi-
zen of good repute in the community, does not advocate the overthrow
of the Government of the United States by use of force or violence, and
is the lineal descendant of an ancestor who was at the time of his last
known service demonstrated loyalty to, and rendered active service in
the cause of American Independence. I further assert that I have exam-
ined this completed application and the documentation submitted to
prove the facts and statements herein, and to the best of my knowledge
and belief, the facts and statements herein are true and correct. I
request that the Society act upon my representations and grant me
membership.”

No President’s Report
Vice President’s Report - Mike Campagnolo
- Senior Vice President Mike Campagnolo reported that the buffet-

style dinner seemed to go well and asked for comments. A question was
asked about the cost of the dinner. Mike said the cost was a dollar more
he but pointed out we received salmon and beef entrees with the salad
for the same price as the usual luncheon soup and salad.

- The Lincoln Tomb Wreath Laying earlier in the day was “great”,
with PG Alter and his wife there, a huge color guard in attendance and
the rain holding off. 

- We will be moving the BOM mtg. around to different locations in
the state. February 8 and 9, the BOM Mtg. will be in Mt. Vernon at
the Mt. Vernon Double Tree hotel at 222 Potomac Blvd. Mt Vernon,
Illinois, 62864, USA 618.244.7100. Price will be $109 per night.
Compatriot Jerry Whitson from Long Knives and the hotel’s sales man-
ager helped make the arrangements. 

- The May awards dinner and the August BOM meetings will be in
Springfield as usual. 

- Arrangements are being made for the November 2019 BOM meet-
ing to be held at the Starved Rock Lodge. It’s “a little pricey” at
$135.00 per night Mike said. However, they want a deposit of
$50.00/room for each night to hold a block of rooms. That works out to
about $1500.00 total deposit.

- Important update from Mike since the BOM mtg: “It looks like
Starved Rock is out. I called them the first week of November after the
October GLD meeting and they could only reserve 6 rooms for Nov 8
& 9th 2019.They said the next available dates were the end of
November. (I thought that was too late in the year)

I called the Hilton Lisle/Naperville in Lisle (which has great facility,
we had the GLD meetings there a few years ago) and booked Nov 8
and 9 for next year. The people there were nice, no deposit. SAR rate
of $111 per night.” (Since revised to $89.00)

Secretary’s Report - Drew Robinson
- Currently have 1,117 paid active members in the state.
- There are 50-60 applications at national waiting for approval
- The turnaround time is about 8 weeks.
- Remember to have everyone check with members for any updates

on member info and send same to Drew Robinson
Treasurer’s Report - Lee Braden
- Third quarter financial statement and the budget are available on

a back table.
New Historian Introduced - Dick Chamblin
- Dick announced that the position of historian is no longer vacant.

He introduced Ed Bachesta (Lewis & Clark) as the new state historian. 
- Ed stood and received applause from the members for taking on

the position.
Chaplain’s Report - Rev. Ray Owens
- Ray asked that chapter presidents forward news of a member’s

passing so Ray can reach out to the families.
- Ray offered to give support to any chapter chaplain who would like

to receive it.
Northern Region VP Report - Scott Sanders
- Scott reported “All quiet on the Northern Front”
Central and Southern VP Reports
- No reports as they were not in attendance
New BOM mtg. attendees - Dick Chamblin
- Bill Cook, the new Zeally Moss chapter president was recognized

and welcomed.
- Joe Denton, currently from Shelbyville, stood and was recognized.

He introduced himself saying he was a firefighter paramedic with the
Champaign FAD and retired in 2001 after being injured. He became
interested in genealogy which led him to the SAR. He said he’s
“absolutely thrilled to be here.”

- John Cramer Jr, son of John Cramer.
- A photo was taken of the new attendees.
New Program with the CAP - Bill Wheeler
- Bill will investigate starting a cooperative project with members of

the Civil Air Patrol, suggested by CAR President Jacob Shadinger.
George Washington Fund - Toby Chamblin
- Toby recognized GOW members present.
- Toby said: “The George Washington Endowment Fund, in my

opinion, is the greatest thing the SAR has going.”
- He then described the fund saying the fund has more than

$2,000,000 in it which is never spent. The distributions come only from
the interest on the investments of the fund. 20% of the interest generat-
ed goes back into the corpus of the fund and 80% of the interest is dis-
tributed to the chapters for projects such as cemetery marking pro-
grams.

- Toby urged attendees to become members.
- Toby also talked about Central Region VP Lou Meyers who is

being honored by the State of Illinois during this bicentennial year for
his many years of service to the military.

Minutes and Report of The ILSSAR BOM Mtg 10/27/18
Submitted by Recording Secretary Scott Sanders

28 Compatriots Present: Davis Lee Wright (National TG), Warren Alter (NSSAR President General),   John Cramer (Long Knives),  John Cramer
Jr (Long Knives), Gary List (CZM/GJB), Michael Cobb (ABC), John Dyrud (Ft. Dearborn), Billy Cook (CZM), Tom Ashby (Ft. Armstrong), Toby
Chamberlain (Springfield), Joe Denton (Ewington), Joe Harris (Ewington), Gerald Whitson (Long Knives), Lee braden (ABC), Drew Robinson
(Springfield/Decatur), Mike Campagnolo (Fox Valley), Scott Sanders (FV/ABC), Larry D. Burgett (Decatur), Karl Reed (Springfield), Bill Wheeler
(Ft. Dearborn), Franz Herder (Ft. Dearborn), Ken Kruta (Lewis & Clark), Ed Bachesta (Lewis & Clark), Ron Peck (Lewis & Clark), Gordon Bidner
(GJB), Allan C. Campbell MD (CZM), Ray Owens (GJB), R. Sid Welles (Elijah Smith).

... Continued on the next page.



Sons Of The American Revolution                                                  The Illinois Patriot January 2019  Page 7

Budget and Finance Report - Dick Chamblin
- Dick reported the working budget for 2019 is $2,915.00 to the good

which means there is money in it already. 
- Dick discussed options for Printing the Illinois Patriot newsletter

with figures provided by Patriot Editor Scott Sanders. The cost for
printing the four issues per year in b/w would be approx. $7,000 and
about $11,000 for printing with a color front and back as was done up
to the last couple of years. 

- Other options would be for printing it in a number of different
pages.

- Scott suggested continuing with black and white printing only, to
be mailed out by USPS, with the color version to be posted on the
ILSSAR website and be sent out to members who only want it electron-
ically. Scott continued to explain what the compromises would be of
going from 16 pages with the minutes report, down to 12 pages, and
even down to 8 pages as suggested by Gordon Bidner.

- Gordon Bidner moved that during “this presidency” the printed
Patriot be 8 pages b/w only then go to electronically to only those want
it that way and not by print delivery.  Seconded by Sid Welles. A dis-
cussion then ensued. Scott spoke about the cuts needed to do an 8-
pager which has never been done before. Tom Ashby spoke against
going down to an 8 page issue saying, “I can’t see going down to eight
at all.” Tom recommended staying at the 16 page b/w only issue, and
including the minutes report. Then reduce the number of printed
copies over time by cutting the number of printed copies if members
indicate wanting to only receive it by email. 

- Gordon recommended cutting The Patriot to eight pages and just
mainly including links to individual chapter newsletters which he said is
where members get their news.

- Jerry Whitson suggested going to regional newsletters to replace
the overall state newsletter. Scott replied that might not be practicable. 

- Alan Campbell said the registration page is the most important
part and “is easily overlooked on the electronic form” would have to be
downloaded and printed from the electronic version. 

- Ewington president said to go with 16 page b/w and that most of
his members want USPS even though they have email. 

- A motion (unintelligable) made to amend the motion to read 16
pages in B/W with option to opt out of print edition.  Seconded by
(unintelligable). Passed unanimously by voice vote. 

- Motion by Tom Ashby to approve the budget, seconded by Jack
Cramer. Passed unanimously by voice vote. 

Color Guard and Flag Award Report - Mike Campagnolo
- We are still looking for a Central Region Color Guard commander
- As of Oct 20, there are 20 flag awards that have been presented

from 5 chapters. Entries from at least 8 chapters are needed to qualify
for the Furlong Award.

Medals and Awards Report - Gary List
- Nominations for all awards should be submitted to Gary List no

later than January first.
- There are 3 Patriot Medals to be awarded in May. To allow time

for processing at the February BOM meeting, the nominations are due
to Gary by January 1 also.

- Gary is in the process of contacting all regional superintendents
asking them to forward Knight Essay contest materials to the principals
in their districts. 

- Gary is trying to get the poster/brochure contest going after Don
Hyland resigned for health reasons. 

- The deadline for the Essay contest is January 15 to Gary List.
- Each chapter should only send one winning essay to Gary for state

competition.
- Gary volunteered to chair the poster/brochure contest but would

like to have someone help him out. He suggested that one chairman
from each region to help him would be a good way to go, by forward-
ing emails to regional superintendents.

- Tom Ashby said info for all three contests: Knight Essay,
Rumbaugh Oration, and Citizenship Awards should all go out together
to avoid replicating the effort. The Poster/Brochure contests have to go
out separately. 

- A lengthy discussion about the details ensued. 
- Dick Chamblin mentioned that the history award contest chair-

man position is now vacant.
- Motion to table discussion. Seconded and passed unanimously.
- Gordon Bidner said we can’t table it due to not enough time

before the next BOM mtg. Dick said the chairmen needed to get
together somehow this week about it.

Public Relations Report - Bill Wheeler
- No report
Membership and Chapter Development Report - Gordon

Bidner
- Gordon said he would be happy to share with chapter presidents

tips for different programs.
Nominating Committee - Toby Chamberlain
- The proper procedure is for officer nominations to the committee

and not to offer positions to anyone.
Other Business
- Allan Campbell is donating $2000.00 for the state’s Rumbaugh

Oration Contest awards this year. Applause ensued.
- Gordon Bidner moved to approve the GLD slate of endorsements

for the national officer candidates. Seconded by Drew Robinson.
Approved unanimously by voice vote.

- Meeting adjourned after SAR recessional.

Minutes and Report of The ILSSAR BOM Mtg 10/27/18
Continued from previous page

The August Meeting was held at the Lariat Steak House in Peoria with an exciting pre-
sentation by  Paul Revere (Terry Lynch) when He visited Captain Zeally Moss. We have
finished our 2018  meeting year as of the October Meeting and are planning 2019.. We
held our annual election and New President Billy Cook will lead for 2019 & 2020. We have
had good year and welcomed 12 new members. We are doing very well with the continued
growth of Our Chapter. At our first meeting of 2019 We will have a moment of silence for
those who have passed including President George H W Bush a Texas member of SAR.

Captain Zeally Moss Chapter

Terry Lynch as Paul Revere

Preparations underway for 2019
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Kishwaukee 
Chapter

New leadership
for 2019

The Kishwaukee Chapter has a new slate
of officers. President George B. Graham Jr. is
stepping down as president after serving for
two years as chapter president.  elected a new
slate of officers for the 2019 chapter year. The
new slate was installed Nov. 17, by Illinois
State Senior Vice President Mike
Campagnolo. Mike and his wife were our
guests at the installation luncheon and meet-
ing. 

The new chapter officers are: 
President: Jason Sturges of Rockford
Vice President: Paul Zeien, Jr. of Belvidere
Secretary: Ray Beets of Cerry Valley
Treasurer: Paul Zeien, Jr. of Belvidere
Registrar: Norman Dickey of Rockton

Fort Armstrong Chapter

The General George Rogers Clark Chapter was proud to honor the following Madison
County, Illinois families for correctly flying the flag of the United States of America correctly:
Phillip and Marylyn Biason, Chouteau Township; Ron and Gerry Lentz, Collinsville Township;
Evelyn Schrage, Edwardsville Township; Larry and Cheryl Hutchison, Granite City Township;
Matt and Leigh Schwenk, Marine Township; Mark and Jeanne Bohnenstiel, Pin Oak Township;
Buddy and Ethyl Poettker, Saline Township; Al and Anne Lagerda, Nameoki Township; Carl
and Sara Stratton, Venice Township. Also recognized but not attending or sending a representa-
tive were: Todd and Susan Cange, Helvetia Township; Charles and Heather Stirling, Jarvis
Township; Derek and Trish Ashoff, St. Jacob Township.

This is the 22nd year that the chapter has presented flag awards at the Madison County
Court House.

Committee chairman David File specifically honored the veterans in the audience, many of
whom were the flag award recipients. Chapter President Charles Dobias presented the awards.

General George Rogers Clark Chapter

Ron and Gerry Lentz of Collinsville Township received flag award from GGRC Chapter
President Charles Dobias, center, for the proper display of the American flag.

At a recent meeting,
the Fort Armstrong
Chapter welcomed a new
member, Jeff Wood. 

Tom Ashby, left, pre-
sents the membership cer-
tificate to Jeff Wood.

Ft. Armstrong Chapter
Registrar Gene Eiklor, not
pictured, assisted Jeff with
his application along with
other membership
applications.

Annual flag awards presented for 22nd year

Ewington Chapter

The Ewington Chapter presented its
Historic Flag Program to the Golden Hearts
group at their regular meeting at the Parish
Center of the Immaculate Conception
Catholic Church in Mattoon, Illinois at 11:30
am on November 9, 2018.  The group consists
of retired men and women who meet monthly
for lunch. Pictured are Ewington members Joe
Denton, Joe Harris, and  Jerry Groniger, with
the group's leader Malcolm O'Neal.

On Sunday November 4, the Ewington
Chapter staffed an information table promot-
ing SAR membership at the Veterans
Resource Fair
sponsored by
the
Effingham
Illinois Rotary
Club at the
Hearts Rock
Cafe at the
Effingham
High School.
The Fair pro-
vided infor-
mation about
resources available to veterans and their fami-
lies. Representing Ewington were (l to r) Steve
Wiyatt, Bob Lybarger and Joe Denton.



Cemetery Marker to
Honor Revolutionary
War Nurse 
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Springfield Chapter

The Springfield Chapter of the Sons of the
American Revolution held a Cemetery
Marking Ceremony for Luann McDaniel a
Revolutionary War Patriot who is buried in
the Mechanicsburg Cemetery located near
Mechanicsburg Illinois.  
We honored her by dedicating a plaque at the
flagpole near the chapel of the cemetery. The
event was held October 6, 2018 at the
Mechanicsburg Cemetery. 
Luann McDaniel was born October 8, 1759
and died January 11, 1850. She was a
Revolutionary War Patriot who served as a
nurse during the war.    
Nursing in the military was traditionally done
by male soldiers. The shortage of manpower
prompted General George Washington to ask
Congress to provide female nurses to attend
the sick. The army preferred female nurses to
male ones, not only because nursing the sick
has traditionally been a female activity, but
also because every woman nursing, meant one
more man freed for fighting on the line.
The women who accompanied their men and
women residing near the scene of battle were
among those pressed into service as nurses.
Though no written records remain to confirm
this, the McDaniel family history states that
Luann McDaniel served as a nurse at Valley
Forge while accompanying her spouse Robert
McDaniel (1757- July 4, 1826).  He served in
the 5th Pennsylvania Regiment of the

Continental Line and spent the winter of
1777-1778 at Valley Forge.  
Robert and Luann were married in the winter
of 1777-1778 and resided near Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania where sons Henry and James
were born.  The family moved to Clark
County, Kentucky in 1786 and here were born
William, Jonathan, and Robert. William
moved to Sangamon County in 1833, Henry,
James, and Johnathon following later. Luann
arrived in Sangamon County with her

youngest son, Robert in 1835.  All five sons
are buried near their mother in the
Mechanicsburg Cemetery.  Robert is buried
in Bracken County, Kentucky.  
The marker is sponsored by the George
Washington Endowment Fund of the National
Society Sons of the American Revolution, the
Illinois Society Sons of the American
Revolution, and members of the Springfield
Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution.

Springfield chapter members visit with descendents of Revolutionary War Patriot Luann
McDaniel at Mechanicsburg Cemetery at a cemetery marking ceremony for her.

On Sunday, October 28, 2018, the Elijah
Smith Chapter dedicated a cemetery marking
plaque. Three patriots were honored at
Jacksonville East Cemetery. They were, John
Dawson 1750-1839, Joseph Jackson 1758-1842
and Elijah Smith 1755-1836. The chapter was
honored to have Pres. Dick Chamblin and
three past presidents, Toby Chamberlain, Tom
Ashby, and Karl Reed attending. These four
gentlemen and Bob Dennison from the
Springfield chapter made up the color guard
for our ceremony.  Dr. Ray Owens State
Chaplin provided the Invocation for the event.

The Elijah Smith Chapter would like to
sincerely thank everyone involved in the com-
pletion of this very important project, includ-

ing chapter members who pulled together and
were able to procure the funds necessary to
complete it. Special thanks goes out to the

East Cemetery board,
American Legion, AmVets
and the Jacksonville
Monument Company for
their help. Also  a big thank
you to Kaleb Rhea, trum-
peter extraordinaire, who
played the Taps.

Immediately following
the ceremony,   a reception
was held at the Gov. Joseph
Duncan Mansion. and host-
ed by ladies of the Rev.
James Caldwell Chapter,
DAR. Special thanks to
Dana Chapman for her deli-
cious desserts. Those attend-

ing were treated to a brief history lesson of the
Gov. Duncan years and the home that he built
in 1833.

Captain Elijah Smith Chapter
RW Patriots honored
in Jacksonville  

Springfield chapter members visit with descendents of
Revolutionary War Patriot Luann McDaniel at Mechanicsburg
Cemetery at a cemetery marking ceremony for her.
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Above, officers for 2019 from left:
ILSSAR Sr. Vice President Mike
Campagnolo, Outgoing President
Harry Reineke, John Lansing (Co
Registrar); Ted Miller (Incoming
President);  Jon Fixmer (Color Guard
Commander); Kevin Alcott
(Secretary); Eric Ingersoll (Treasurer);
Terry Benshoof (Co Registrar); Chip
Dawes (Sergeant at Arms/–Co
Webmaster); Don Parrish (Co
Webmaster). 
At left,, outgoing President Harry
Reineke puts the President’s ribbon
on Incoming President Ted Miller.

Fox Valley Chapter

By Fox Valley President Ted Miller
Fall Luncheon

On October 28, 2018, the Chapter hosted
the Fall Luncheon at the Lincoln Inn in
Batavia, IL.  The attendees enjoyed the com-
radery of their fellow Chapter members and
guests.  Once again, a fine luncheon was
served.  Outgoing Chapter President, Harry
Reineke IV, spoke eloquently about his time
as the President.  He stressed how important
it is for the Chapter to have strong leadership
and how so many of our Chapter’s members
have gone above and beyond to achieve the
many accomplishments during his tenure.
Mike Campagnolo, VP of the Northern
Region ILSSAR and outgoing Chapter Vice
President and Harry Reineke swore in the
newest Chapter Officers.  They include:

President – Ted Miller; Vice President –
Jon Fixmer; Secretary – Kevin Alcott (contin-
uing his term); Treasurer - Eric Ingersoll (con-
tinuing his term); Co-Registrars – Terry
Benshoof and John Lansing; Color Guard
Commander – Jon Fixmer (continuing his
term); Sergeant at Arms – Chip Dawes;
Newsletter Editor – Scott Sanders (continu-
ing); Webmaster – Chip Dawes and Don
Parrish (continuing); Historian – Mike
Campagnolo (continuing); and Officers at
Large - Harry Reineke, Don Shee and Chuck Sener.

Harry Reineke swore in Paul Carenen as a
new Chapter member and presented him with
his new member certificate.  Ted Miller, as
Registrar, affixed the new member rosette to
Paul’s lapel.

Ted Miller took the oath of Chapter
President from Mike Campagnolo.  Harry
Reineke bestowed the Chapter President rib-
bon to Ted, and Mike bestowed the Chapter
Presidency pin to Harry.

After all of the official orders of business
were completed, Ted Miller presented the
third installment of his Revolutionary War
trivia game.  Scott Sanders and his daughter
arranged for the guest speaker.  Retired Chief
of Police, Michael Holub, served in the 3rd
U.S. Infantry Regiment known as the Old
Guard.  He spoke of the Old Guard’s many
ceremonial duties and responsibilities to escort
the President, and he regaled us of stories of
his experience in the Old Guard.  Lastly, the
winners of the silent auction were announced.

After a few closing remarks from the out-
going President, Harry Reineke, and the

incoming President, Ted Miller,  another suc-
cessful Chapter luncheon was adjourned.

Chapter Apparel
Earlier in the year, Incoming Chapter

President Ted Miller suggested the creation of
Fox Valley Chapter apparel.  The Chapter
Officers approved the creation of such appar-
el.  The reasons for creating apparel specific
for the Fox Valley Chapter are:

To raise awareness of the SAR, and the
Fox Valley Chapter in particular;  

To allow members to proudly display their
affiliation with the SAR and their descendan-
cy from a Patriot;

To raise funds for the Grave marking pro-
gram and general usage so the Chapter can
sponsor future grave marking ceremonies and
other events and activities.  

The first apparel items are in production
right now.  In the near future, the Chapter
will offer polo shirts, sweatshirts and t-shirts
for sale.  The newest rendition of the Chapter
logo, will be embroidered on polos and sweat-
shirts.  The three stars on the side of the logo
represent the National Society (biggest star),
the ILSSAR Society and the Fox Valley
Chapter.  The eight stars in the blue field of
the flag represent the eight counties that
make up the Fox Valley Chapter’s territory.
The t-shirts have an image of a Patriot with
“Sons of the American Revolution” and “Fox
Valley Chapter” on the front; sweatshirts can
also be ordered with the image as well.
Lastly, there is the option to put the name of
your Patriot either embroidered on the sleeve
of a polo shirt, or displayed on the back of a

t-shirt or sweatshirt as “Proud Descendant of…”
New Chapter Registrars

Throughout November and December,
outgoing Registrar Ted Miller has prepared
training material and organized overview ses-
sions for the two new incoming Co-Registrars,
Terry Benshoof and John Lansing.  The pur-
pose of the overviews is to allow for the
smooth transition of the Registrar duties from
Ted to Terry and John.  As the Members
know, the Registrar is a very critical role for
the Chapter.  The Registrar not only sponsors
most of the new member application submis-
sions, but he is also the first, and often only,
point of contact many prospective members
know from the Chapter.  The training
overviews conclude the week of December 10,
2018.  All of the training overviews and other
materials Ted has authored during his tenure
as Registrar will be made available for the
new Co-Registrars, and any future Registrars,
to use going forward.

Ted expresses his gratitude to all those who
made his tenure as the primary Chapter
Registrar an enjoyable and informative one.
He’ll always be available to assist with future
applications as necessary.  He’d like to thank
Andy Baffes who was the Chapter Registrar
before him, Mike Campagnolo who saw
potential in his ability to do the job, ILSSAR
Registrar Garry Grugan, the Chapter mem-
bers who assisted him and co-sponsored the
applications, and of course all of the Chapter
Members whom Ted worked with to attain
membership and all of the potential members
still on the Contact List. 

Fox Valley
Chapter Events
and Activities



The October 2018 Chapter meeting of the
Illinois American Bicentennial Chapter includ-
ed lunch and two very fascinating presenta-
tions. 

ABC Compatriot Robert Wingfield’s pre-
sented on the Wingfield family’s genealogy
and history and their time at Jamestown in the
very early 1600’s. The Wingfield family partic-
ipated in a reunion at Jamestown’s church that
was attended by many people including people
from the U.S. and Great Britain as well as sev-
eral dignitaries including Sarah Ferguson,
Duchess of York.

Next, Illinois CAR State President Jacob
Shadinger gave a presentation on his state pro-
ject, assisting BraveHearts - an equine therapy
organization for veterans and their families.
Equine services for veterans include emotional,
cognitive, social and physical benefits.

Veterans at BraveHearts have reported extra-
ordinary benefits for participants, including
increased self-esteem and a decrease in the all
of the following areas: depression, anxiety,
PTSD attacks and self-inflicting thoughts. 

Veterans increase their horsemanship
through participation in BraveHearts as well as
experiencing additional opportunities includ-
ing clinics with world-renowned horsemen.
Jacob described one account of a non-vocal
wheelchair-bound veteran that so vastly
improved as a result of participation in
BraveHearts that he is now out of his wheel-
chair and speaking more. Jacob is currently
working to build a BraveHearts riding trail.
You can learn more about BraveHearts and
how to donate to that project through their
website https://braveheartsriding.org 
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Robert Wingfield

Jamestown and BraveHearts featured at meeting
American Bicentennial Chapter

General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter
GJB Recognizes Veterans for Veterans’ Day

The General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter
of the Sons of the American Revolution held a
meeting on Nov. 13, 2018 to honor Veterans at
The Chateau Tony Roma’s-Restaurant,
Lincoln Room at 12:30 pm. There were 36 in
attendance, 17 of whom were veterans. 

A short business meeting consisting of the
presentation of the 2019 Slate of Officers and
Members-At-Large by Jeff Kretlow. The slate
was unanimously elected. SAR War Service
Certificates and Medals were presented by
Dick Chamblin to Stephen Kern and Albert
Day, both new members, and Gary List a
Dual Chapter member.

J. Gordon Bidner individually recognized
all members and expressed the chapter’s grati-
tude for their service to our country. The GJB
SAR Chapter has 23 members who have
served during WW II, Korea, Viet Nam,
Desert Storm, or Afghanistan Wars, and 1
member who is on active duty. Three mem-

bers are recipients of the
Bronze Star.  

A pictorial recognition of
all 24 member veterans orga-
nized under their periods of
war service with an indication
of unusual medals awarded,
on a background of the
Raising of the Flag at Mt.
Suribachi along with a state-
ment commemorating their
service and the chapter’s grati-
tude for their service had been
designed and an electronic
copy provided each GJB
Veteran and all GJB SAR
Chapter members.  Individual
pictures of all GJB chapter vet-
erans had been entered as a
group into both the Normalite
and Pantagraph’s picture
pages of veterans on Veterans’ Day. As another
expression of our gratitude for their services
the meal expense for each Veteran Member
attending was provided by the GJB SAR
Chapter.

The speaker for this event, Rodney
“Rocky” Sickmann, was then introduced by J.
Gordon Bidner who assisted Bill Hammitt,
GJB SAR Chapter Genealogist, with presenta-
tion of the SAR Good Citizenship Certificate
and our GJB Flag/SAR Pin. Mr. Sickmann is a
retired US Marine who was one of the
hostages of the P. O. W-Iran Crisis. He has
authored a book, “Iranian Hostage: A

Personal Diary of 444 Days in Captivity” and
is in high demand to share his experience with
organizations such as the GJB SAR Chapter.
The presentation was an informative and ani-
mated account of his life which centered main-
ly on his time in captivity as P. O.W. of the
Iranians. The mistreatment and constant fear
of imminent death instilled in those American
prisoners on a daily basis during the 444 days
of captivity is hard to imagine and was not
well publicized.      

Following the presentation the meeting was
closed with the SAR Recessional led by David
Edwards, USMC, Peace Time.

Seated veterans attending L-R: David Ashbrook, Dick
Chamblin, Bud Lewis, Albert Day, and Virgil Short
Standing veterans: L-R: Edward Proctor, Stephen Kern,
Lance McCormick, Alan Washburn, Rodney Sickmann, Dan  
Leifel, Bill White, David Edwards, Russell White, Warren
White, and Jeff Kretlow. 

From left: J. Gordon Bidner, Rodney
Sickmann, and William Hammitt present Fr.
Sickmann with the SAR Good Citizenship
Certificate and the GJB Flag/SAR Pin.
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Long Knives Chapter

The chapter’s color guard par-
ticipated in the 200 year
Bicentennial celebration of
Jonesboro, Illinois on October
13.  The ceremony took place in
the Jonesboro Cemetery and we
were honoring two Revolutionary
War veterans:  Jacob Frick and
George Brown.  Both men served
multiple enlistments and were
from North Carolina. 

Additionally, several veterans
of the war of 1812 were also rec-
ognized.  In addition to our color
guard there were state legislators
in attendance as well as an
Abraham Lincoln reenactor.
Many decendants of the
Revolutionary War veterans were
there to pay their respects.
Several of them approached the
color guard members and
expressed their appreciation for
our participation. 

Long Knives President John Cramer, right, leads a salute to remember Illinois’ Bicentennial.

Two Patriots
honored


