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Illinois Society President Message

As we begin
a new year, |
want to
extend my
g gratitude to
. every
> " compatriot
across the
j Ilinois
b Society,
: Sons of the
American
Revolution.
Your
steadfast
dedication to preserving our
nation’s founding story, educating
youth, and honoring the sacrifices
of our Revolutionary War ancestors
continues to shine in communities
statewide. The momentum we built
in 2025 is real, and it sets us up for
an even stronger year for America
250 in 2026.

Honoring Service: Wreaths
Across America

In December, chapters and
partners across Illinois gathered to
remember, honor, and teach
through Wreaths Across America. I
was honored to participate with the
DAR Culper Ring Agent 355
Chapter at Rosehill Cemetery in
Chicago, where Revolutionary
Patriot William Duvol is buried.
Standing among compatriots, DAR
sisters, veterans, and families at
Rosehill was a powerful reminder
that our mission is living history,

renewed in every wreath placed
and every name spoken.

Several Illinois chapters
supported WAA efforts this season
in addition to Fort Dearborn SAR
working alongside the Culper Ring
Agent 355 DAR at Rosehill
Cemetery. I know additional
chapters such as American
Bicentennial, Fox Valley, and
Kishwaukee participated as well,
exemplifying the spirit of statewide
collaboration. Thanks to all of you
that participated!

What’s Going Well Across
Illinois Society SAR
Cemetery and Grave Marking
Initiatives

Our cemetery plaque and grave
marking projects continue. These
ceremonies not only honor patriots
resting in Illinois soil, they also
engage local communities, schools,
scout troops, and civic partners. If
your chapter has a cemetery project
in development, please share your
timeline with Mike Campagnolo
and I so we can spotlight your work
and help with resources.

Youth Education and Awards

From the Knight Essay and
Rumbaugh Oration contests to
Eagle Scout recognition and
Outstanding Citizenship awards,
Illinois chapters are investing in
the next generation. These
programs are a direct bridge
between history and civic

responsibility. If your chapter is
launching a classroom
presentation, contest outreach, or
awards ceremony, let the state
youth program chairs know so we
can amplify your impact. We have
had a much higher volume of
submissions for contests this year
than we have had in recent years,
which is outstanding! Please be
aware of the contest submission
timelines on the ILSSAR website at

https://www.illinois-sar.org.

Color Guard and Public
Engagement

Our Color Guard remains one of
our most visible assets at
ceremonies, schools, parades, and
commemorations. Their presence
elevates events, reflects discipline
and patriotism, and opens doors
for fresh partnerships with local
organizations. If your chapter is
interested in building a Color
Guard presence, we can share best
practices and help connect you
with experienced compatriots
statewide.

DAR and CAR Partnerships
Ilinois Society deeply values our
partnerships with the Daughters of

the American Revolution and the
Children of the American
Revolution. Joint ceremonies,
student programs, and America
250 planning continue to
strengthen our shared mission.
(Continued on page 2)

The Sons of the American Revolution honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by
promoting patriotism, serving our communities, and educating and inspiring future
generations about the founding principles of our Country.
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Illinois Society Sons of the
American Revolution Officers
2024-2026

President
BiLL WHEELER
bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org

Senior Vice President
JEFF CASE

jeffbcase@gmail.com

Vice President Northern
JEFF CASE

jeffbcase@gmail.com

Vice President Central
STEVE KERN
steve2204@comcast.net

Vice President Southern
JIM WALLACE

wallberries2600@gmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer
ANDREW ROBINSON
drew.robinson@illinois-sar.org
treasurer@illinois-sar.org

Recording Secretary
MiKE CAMPAGNOLO
mscfoxvalleysar@att.net

Registrar
GREGG WESTFALL
giwestfallig74@gmail.com

Genealogist
ROBERT RoOss
robertrosso929@att.net

Chancellor
TERRY BENSHOOF

tbenshoof@earthlink.net

Historian
VACANT

Chaplain
JASON BUTTERICK

kybrd76 @hotmail.com

Sergeant At Arms
JEFF CASE

jeffbcase@gmail.com

Trustee
MIiIKE CAMPAGNOLO
mscfoxvalleysar@att.net

Alternate Trustee
ToMm ASHBY

tdashby@me.com
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Continued
(Continued from page 1)

Thank you to our DAR and CAR
friends who serve, teach, and
lead alongside us throughout the
year.

America 250: The Road to
2026

America 250 is no longer
around the corner. It is here!
This year our focus will be to:

- Coordinate chapter
projects that culminate in
meaningful 250th
commemorations throughout
2026.

- Expand educational
outreach with presentations,
essay prompts, and oration
opportunities tied to founding
era themes.

- Elevate visibility through
Color Guard participation,
community partnerships, and
media engagement.

- Preserve and mark history
by advancing cemetery signage
and grave dedication ceremonies
statewide.

Each chapter should identify at
least one signature event or
project for the 250th year and
share the plan with the state
board of managers (BOM). The
earlier we align calendars and
resources, the greater our
collective impact.

How You Can Help
- Volunteer for a committee or
event team. Strong programs
need strong hands.

- Recruit one new member and
mentor him through early
involvement.

- Connect with schools, scouts,
and civic groups to open doors for
presentations and awards.

- Share updates and photos with
the Illinois Patriot to celebrate
and learn from one another.

Closing Thoughts

The heart of our Society beats in
moments like Wreaths Across
America and in the steady work of
chapters that preserve graves,
teach students, and honor
veterans. We carry forward a
legacy of service rooted in the
ideals of the Revolution. Thank
you for keeping that legacy vibrant
in your communities.

I look forward to seeing your
chapter highlights in the months
ahead and to standing shoulder to
shoulder with you at ceremonies
and events across Illinois.
Together, we will make 2026 a
year worthy of our Patriot
ancestors and inspiring to the next
generation.

—

In the spirit of ‘76,

Bill Wheeler, President

The Illinois Patriot
is the official newsletter of the
Illinois Society of the Sons of the American Revolution
Published Quarterly (Jan/Apr/July/Oct)
Jason Butterick, Editor

Submissions, Photographs, Articles, and Chapter announcements/events can
be submitted at the following e-mail address:
kybrdz6 @hotmail.com

Editor reserves right to edit submitted materials for space.
The Illinois Patriot Spring 2026 (April 2026)
Deadline for Submissions: Saturday, March 21.
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Sharing the Spirit of America:
Reading the Declaration of Independence Together

On July 4, 1776, the Second
Continental Congress approved
the Declaration of Independence
inside the Pennsylvania State
House (now Independence Hall)
in Philadelphia.

Four days later, on July 8, 1776,
after the Declaration was printed
and distributed, the citizens of
Philadelphia were summoned to
the State House Yard by the bells
of the city. Then, Colonel John
Nixon publicly read the
Declaration of Independence.

While much of the Declaration
deals with grievances against King
George I1I (although his name
does not appear in it), the
American spirit, principles, and
values memorialized in the
Declaration of Independence 250-
years ago continue to hold true
today. The “self evident” “truths”,
then, “that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among
these are Life, Liberty and the
pursuit of Happiness” are valid
today, as are the personal and
collective responsibilities we share
in protecting and perpetuating
these values.

Just as the Declaration of
Independence was read to the
people on July 8, 1776, now, 250-
years later, Americans in all 50
States and 16 Territories of the
United States will read the
Declaration of Independence
‘together’. These readings will
occur at State Capitols, City Halls,
County and Municipal Buildings,
Schools, Libraries, Community
Centers, Parks, etc. (including
individual families sharing the
words and vision of the
Declaration of Independence in
their own homes).

With a start time based on 6 pm
(Eastern Daylight Time), July 8,
2026 (commemorating the first
public reading), people in
communities across America will

July 8, 2026

Reading the Declaration of Independence by John Nixon, from the
steps of Independence Hall, Philadelphia, July 8, 1776—by Edwin
Austin Abbey, for Harper’s Weekly illustration, July 15, 1876, pg 573

begin reading the Declaration of
Independence.

Unlike the extent of the
Colonies in 1776, today, America
spans about 9,500-miles from one
extreme to the other (the
Caribbean across North America
to the western edge of the Pacific).
Even though the United States is
spread across thousands of miles
and ten different time zones, all of
us in America may read the
Declaration of Independence
‘together’, at the ‘same’ time.

To participate together in
this event, Illinois sites
would join with readings
beginning on Wednesday,
July 8, 2026 at 5 pm.

At the time the Declaration of
Independence was adopted on
July 4, 1776, Britain and the
Thirteen Colonies (New
Hampshire, Massachusetts,
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New

York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina,
and Georgia) had already been at
war for more than a year. The
American Revolutionary War
lasted from April 19, 1775 (with the
Battles of Lexington and Concord)
to September 3, 1783 (with the
Treaty of Paris). The United
States was recognized roughly by
what is now Canada to the north,
Florida to the south, the
Mississippi River to the west and
the Atlantic to the east.

For Information: Peter T. Young,
Chair Hawai‘i America250
Commission
Contact@HawaiiAmerica250.0rg

Check out https://
hawaiiamerica250.org/reading-

locations for current locations.
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Welcome New Compatriots & In Memoriam

American Bicentennial
Ryan Charles Willkomm

Captain Zeally Moss
Kevin Douglas Nickerson
Zachary John Zychowski

Fort Dearborn
David Jonathan Andreson

Fox Valley
Kevin Robert Skiera

Dr. William Michael White

General Joseph Bartholomew
Robert Edward Jones, Jr.
Luke David Pool

Kishwaukee
Caleb John Paul Nelson
David Herbert Tully

Springfield
Stephen Robert Kaufmann
William Thomas Turk

In Memoriam

Robert Kinsella Francis Baader
August 16, 2025
Fox Valley

James R. Corn
December 3, 2024

Claude W. Davis, Jr.
August 26, 2025
Fox Valley

Thomas M. Ferriell
November 17, 2025
Stephen Decatur

Scott Allen Kilzer
October 17, 2025
General George Rogers Clark

Gary C. Langston
October 25, 2025
General Joseph Bartholomew

Richard G. Powell
May 21, 2025
Captain Zeally Moss

David Lee Preston
February 4, 2025
Springfield

The Decade of the American Revolution 2023-2033

As we approach the milestone Mountain “Just because the historical
of the 250th Anniversary of the = 2031 Siege of Yorktown event did not happen in your
signing and approval of the = 2032 Battle of Blue Licks area does not mean your area
Declaration of Independence = 2033 Treaty of Paris. cannot have an event observing
this year, we are reminded that State Societies and local the historic anniversary.”

this is but one of many
observances available to

chapters are encouraged to
coordinate and host observances Programs Committee has
commemorate in the Decade of  for each of the highlighted

The America 250th SAR

collected programs, materials,

the American Revolution. national observances. Local videos, and more to help your
The rest of the decade series chapters should connect with chapter organize and resource

follows: D.A.R. chapters, Boy Scout teachers, students, and the

= 2027 Battle of Saratoga troops, and other partnerships  general public about the

= 2028 French Alliance

and organizations to coordinate significance and impact of the

= 2029 Siege of Vincennes/ a public event or activity Revolutionary War. You can
Fort Sackville, Battle of highlighting the historical review these resources at their
Kettle Creek milestone. As was spoken at the website: america250sar.org

= 2030 Battle of Kings

previous National Congress,


https://america250sar.org/

Sons of the American Revolution

Chapter Capsules

The Illinois Patriot

News from Our Chapters

Elijah Smith
Christmas Banquet/
Awards

The chapter held its
Christmas banquet in
Jacksonville on December 3,
honoring two compatriots.

Chapter President Sid Welles
presented a SAR Military
Service award posthumously to
Rick Chapman, son of
dedicated chapter member and
former treasurer Rick
Chapman, Sr.

A SAR War Service medal was
presented to Air Force Col. Rick
Davidage. Colonel Davidage
was stationed at many
European locations, receiving
several commendations: NATO
Medal for service in relation to
Yugoslavia and the Joint
Service Commendation medal
while serving as Executive
Officer to the Commander of
the 16th Air Force stationed in
Naples, Italy.

Fox Valley/Kishwaukee
Veterans Day
On Veterans Day, November
11, 2025, the chapter held a
solemn wreath laying ceremony
at the Flag Day Monument in
Batavia. Conducted in
partnership with the Elias Kent
Kane Chapter, NSDAR, the
observance honored the service
and sacrifice of America’s
veterans. Following the
ceremony, participants
gathered at Batavia VFW Post
1197 to join the post’s annual
Veterans Day program,
continuing the community’s
tradition of remembrance and
gratitude.

Liberty Tree Dedication
On Saturday, November 15,
2025, the chapter dedicated a

Liberty Tree at the
Bolingbrook Village Hall. Co-
sponsored with the Isle a la
Cache DAR Chapter, the
dedication drew nearly all of
the Village’s elected officials,
along with staff members
who played key roles in
selecting and preparing the
site. Local members of the
VFW and American Legion
also attended, lending their
presence to a ceremony that
celebrated patriotism,
partnership, and the
enduring symbolism of the
Liberty Tree.

General George Rogers
Clark
Heroism Award

On October 15, 2025,
Robert Ridenour, Chapter
Treasurer, presented a
Heroism Award to Alton
Police Officer Jacob Beuttel
for actions taken on July 5.

Officer Beuttel was
dispatched to a home on the
3400 block of Meridocia
Street in Alton. Upon
arriving, Beuttel noticed that
the two occupants, Deborah
Richardson and Steven
Harris, a mother and son,
were trapped on a second-
story deck, which was in poor
condition due to the fire.

"I have gone to several of
them (house fires) before,
and when I got there, and I
could hear screaming from
the back, the first thing I did
was run around to see what
was going on, and that's
when I saw them (Richardson
and Harris)," Beuttel said.

Beuttel climbed the
structure and rescued
Richardson, Harris, and their
two dogs.
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Worrying about what might
happen to him "didn't really
cross my mind," Beuttel said.

When the Alton Fire
Department arrived at 9:55
a.m., firefighters worked on
knocking down the flames from
both outside and inside the
split-level wood-frame home.
Harris was transported to a
local hospital after showing
signs of mild smoke inhalation.

Both Richardson and Harris
are in good health, according to
Beuttel. Police Chief Jarrett
Ford, who was not able to
attend, said that he was glad
that the occupants of the house
were safe, and that it was
thanks to Beuttel's "courage,
quick action, and disregard for
his own safety."

General Joseph
Bartholomew
50th Chapter Anniversary
Brunch
On Saturday, October 18 the
chapter celebrated its
50th Anniversary with a brunch
starting at 10:30am at the
Bloomington Country Club in
Bloomington, Illinois. Each
attendee was presented with an
engraved challenge coin noting
the upcoming
250th Anniversary of the
United States including
founding year of the chapter
and embossed on the reverse
side of the coin the SAR Logo.
Chapter President Jay
Cummins presented opening
remarks and Chaplain Ray
Owens gave the
invocation. Posting the Colors
was performed by Scouts from
Troop 920 of the W.D. Boyce
Council followed by the
audience reciting the Pledge of
(Continued on page 8)
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Lewis & Clark Chapter presented Law Enforcement Commendation Awards to Sparta Police Sgt. Zackary
Hancock (left), and Officer Jacob Fedderke (right). Sparta Police Assistant Chief Jeremy Kempfer, center.

Compatriots of General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter and Clifton Truman Daniel at the Bloomington Country Club for
the Chapter’s 50th Anniversary Brunch, October 18, 2025—photo by Brooklyn Shaw

Have You Checked Out the Illinois Society Your Chapter News
Revolutionary War Rarities || Members Meeting || Missing in the Illinois
Podcast? ‘01?2
VFW Post 10302 Patriot:
It provides 8-10 minute videos Springfield .
telling the rarely known, Saturday Submit You'r News
rarely t(?ught stories.of the February 7, 2026 Here!
American Revolution. 10 am—3pm
Lunch $15 Attn: Illinois Patriot
Check It Out Here:

fastfunhistory.com RSVP LINK kyvbrd76 @hotmail.com



mailto:kybrd76@hotmail.com?subject=Illinois%20Patriot%20Submission
https://fastfunhistory.com/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=XGWnDhvY8EypAsYUx2JVBLPAS4YSL2tJrjjaiJnVW_JURVJKNU02RDRLRVo4RjFKUUgwUkxGMEI1Vi4u&route=shorturl
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Fox Valley Chapter Liberty
Tree dedication held at
Bolingbrook Village Hall on
November 15, 2025 with
elected officials and staff.

Left to right are Swansea Police Department Officer Clayton Profitt, Lewis & Clark Chapter
President David Schmitt, O'Fallon Police Department Officer Michael Shewmaker, Lewis &
Clark Awards Officer John Meacham and O’ Fallon Police Officer Benjamin Sosa.

Elijah Smith Chapter President Sid Welles
receives SAR Military Service Award from Sid presents Col. Rick Davidage with SAR
Welles, Elijah Smith Chapter President. War Service Medal

Rick Chapman, son of Rick Chapman, Sr.
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Allegiance and the Sons of the ~ Brandtville Restaurant in Schmitt and Awards Officer
American Revolution Bloomington. He showed the =~ John Meacham presented the
Pledge. President of the Illinois audience his invitation and medals and certificates to
Society Bill Wheeler gave paper place mat from that Clayton Profitt of the Swansea
greetings from the state and founding event! Police Department and
national societies. Clifton Truman Daniel, Benjamin Sosa and Michael
After Illinois Society President grandson of President Harry Shewmaker of the O’Fallon
Wheeler, Chapter President Truman, was the keynote Police Department.
Cummins returned to the speaker. Mr. Daniel reflected on The chapter recognized the
podium to invited J. Gordon his grandfather and the times he officers for providing critical

Bidner to reflect on his twenty- and his brother interacted with  care to a victim of an automobile
two years serving as the chapter the former president. President accident that occurred October

President. Mr. Bidner told of =~ Truman was a serious 7, 2025 in Swansea.

the friends he had developed newspaper reader and in the “The victim sustained severe
during his tenure plus the joy of early morning often had various injuries to her lower extremities
being instrumental in founding newspapers to read to stay and their quick assessment and
the Outstanding Student annual abreast of the news of the application of multiple

spring program and day. Mr. Daniel’s recalled his tourniquets were instrumental

scholarships which have been grandfather reading to he and  in the victim's survival,” The
awarded for the past twenty-six his brother at ages four and two O'Fallon Weekly reported.
years. the History of the

President Cummins next Peloponnesian War by Stephen Decatur
presented Lance McCormick,a Thucydides. Also Mr. Daniel’s The chapter is joining the
Charter member of the chapter, said he did not learn until the Stephen Decatur DAR Chapter

with a 50-year membership first grade, when his classhad  in their joint 250th America and
certificate and pin. Mr. an assignment to name someone 130th founding anniversary
McCormick reflected on the they each knew who was dinner and program to be held
founding meeting which was famous, that he was aware his on Wednesday, June 3rd at the
held at Bob Johnson’s grandfather had been the Bistro 537 on the campus of

President. The meeting closed Richland Community College.
with the SAR Recessional and The featured speaker is History

Benediction. Professor Dan Monroe of
Millikin University who will
Lewis & Clark share Reflections on the
Law Enforcement American Revolution at 250.
Commendation

Chapter Awards Officer John < TATES OF 4 ",

Meacham presented the & > <o

medals and certificates to S

Sparta Police Sgt. Zachary
Hancock and Officer Jacob
Fedderke during the
December 8 city council
meeting. The two saved a life
on October 19 when they R
responded to a 911 call o%
| concerning an unconscious
| person and performed CPR

e
n N
HE AmMERC AN *F

| until an ambulance arrived to
transport the person to the REMEMBER YOUR

hospital. AMERICANISM REPORT!
The city council had previously

Clifton Truman Daniel was the keynote

speaker for General Joseph Bartholomew recognized the officers for Chapter Submission
50th Apniversary brunch held at the their action. Deadline is
Bloomington Country Club on October 18, Chapter President David Sunday. March 1, 2026

2025 photo by Brooklyn Shaw
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Washington’s Crossing of the Delaware
THE TEN CRUCIAL DAYS

As the nation moves through
the extraordinary time of our
250th anniversary, American
Patriots have their favorite
moments and shared
memories. For myself as a Son
of the American Revolution
and for my wife as a Daughter of
the American Revolution, our
high moments came as
we participated in the December
Reenactment of General George
Washington’s Christmas night
Crossing of the Delaware River
on December 25, 1776. The
critical hours of endurance and
bravery were an essential
but relatively brief time in “The
Ten Crucial Days” where we
followed General Washington
through the two battles of
Trenton and the crucial defeat of
the British on January 3,1777 at
the Battle of Princeton. Our
three-day trip stands out as a
high point in our shared life as
children of the American
Revolution. We would heartily
endorse this historical event as
worthy of the expense of time
and money. From our
experience, we do have a few
observations for those who
might want to relive these days

in 2026 when we will mark the
actual 250th Anniversary of the
Delaware Crossing.

Leadership at Washington
Crossing Park expects thousands
of visitors to this 500-acre park
which offers many historic stops
which are not to be
missed. Washingtoncrossingpar
k.org offers a comprehensive
view of the times and places
which should be reviewed many
months before arrival. Our
compatriot, Roger Williams,
state historian for the New
Jersey Chapter SAR, is also a
brilliant author and guide
through the “Ten Days”. He
made our visit come alive
beyond expectations. Roger is
the historical interpreter of “The
Traversing the Ten Crucial Days
Bus Tour” which is a seven-hour
visit to the major sites of General
Washington’s campaign over the
ten days. Advance study and
research will lead to a more
enjoyable visit to this hallowed
area.

As it was with General
Washington at the Delaware,
visitors’ success will include
careful planning and a fair
amount of good luck. In our

visit, advanced

reservations almost
everywhere (especially
restaurants and lodging) and
prior study of the events were
essential. Our “luck” was the
experience of a sudden six-inch
snow fall in the early hours of
the reenactment which added
historical realism but a bit of
“tourist chaos” to the event
itself. Our troop leaders in the
Boy Scouts would remind us, “Be
Prepared!”

It was an honor to be a part of
the 249th Delaware Crossing. 1
would be pleased to provide
further information to my
Ilinois Compatriots who
are planning a future visit. I can
be reached
at herballensar250@outlook.co
m . “Victory or Death”, the
passwords for Washington’s
troops at the Delaware came
alive for us and we hope it will
find new life for our SAR/DAR
Compatriots!

Herbert F. Allen
Kishwaukee Chapter, ILSSAR
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Illinois Society Sons Of
The American Revolution
999 N. Plaza
Schaumburg, IL 60173

DATES TO REMEMBER More Ways To Stay

Informed

Here arg even more ways to
Illinois Society Members Meeting R

VFW Post 10302—Springfield National Society

Sar.org

Saturday, February 7, 2026

facebook.com/
sonsoftheamericanrevolution/

250th Anniversary of the Battle of

Great Lakes District

Moores Creek illinois-sar.org/gld.html
Currle, North Carolina Hlinois Socie
Friday, February 27, 2026 ilinols —sar.ore.

pTES OF
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Spring Leadership Meeting
Galt House—Louisville, Kentucky
Thursday-Saturday, March 5, 2026

The Sons of the American Revolution honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by
promoting patriotism, serving our communities, and educating and inspiring future
generations about the founding principles of our Country.
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