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Fifteen compatriots attended the 
November member meeting of the 
Illinois Society in Bloomington. Terry 
Benshoof, the new society chancellor, 
was recognized as a first time attendee 
and welcomed in his new official role. 
Drew Robinson, Treasurer, gave 

updates on the current budget and 
presented a proposed budget for 2024. 
Current membership is at 1059, up 
from 958. Membership invoices 
reflecting the recent increase in 
National Society dues have been 
distributed. 
The printing costs for the Patriot 

have not been spent this year, while 
Cemetery markings have spent more 
than its $2000 budget due to pent up 

demand following the COVID-19 
pandemic. It was recommended to 
review printing expenses and increase 
the Cemetery marking budget to 
$3,000 in 2024. There are four 
marking programs already scheduled. 
The process and handling of 

application documents was reviewed. 
Additional information about updates 
and changes is on page 3 of this 
publication. 
Emeritus status for James E. 

Smith (Captain Zeally Moss) and 
Jasper Spears (Lewis & Clark) were 
approved. 
Vice-President Bill Wheeler shared 

updates on branding from the National 
Society. Essentially, all societies and 

chapters should be using the red, 
white, and blue logo with eagle. If a 
chapter has its own logo, it should be 
portrayed in addition to the national 
logo. 
Copies of the National Society, 

Great Lakes District, and State 
strategic plan for the next 5 years were 
approved. 
Chapters are encouraged to 

participate in the Wreaths Across 
America veteransô grave marking 
program. 
An updated DAR/SAR/S.R. 

committee has been formed with Carol 
Borner as ILDAR chair.  
An updated society meeting 

calendar was approved. 

Illinois Society President New Yearôs Message 

Highlights of Illinois Society November Meeting 

As the new year dawns, it is an 
exciting time to reflect on the 
upcoming 250th anniversary of the 
United States. This anniversary of our 
independence provides us with an 
opportunity to come together and 
acknowledge that something unique 
happened in 1776, something that had 
not happened before. 
The Constitution is the foundation 

of the American government and has 
been instrumental in shaping the 
countryôs political, social, and 
economic landscape. It is a symbol of 
the countryôs commitment to 
democracy, freedom, and equality. 
We need to engage our 

communities, schools, and 
organizations with programs that are 
enlightening and engaging.  There are 
program support materials from the 
National office of SAR that can provide 
ideas to guide each Chapter with their 
presentations.  
In summary, the 250th 

anniversary of the signing of 
Declaration of Independence provides 
an opportunity to reflect on the 
countryôs past, celebrate its 
achievements, and look forward to the 
future. It is a chance to honor the 
contributions of all Americans and 
celebrate the diversity of the American 
people. 
Please attend the State Members 

meeting to obtain additional 
information and to share your 
Chapterôs plans that could help other 
Chapters with their 250th Anniversary 
projects.  Remember that active 
Chapters can interest new members to 
join an organization that provides 
meaningful programs to the public. 
It is important to remember that 

your Chapterôs public presentations 
will cause the listeners to reflect on the 
values that our Patriots held.  Values 
that caused them to risk everything for 
a country that would provide political 
and economic freedom as well as 

protect their rights and liberties. 
 
ñWe fight not to enslave, but to set 

a country free, and to make room 
upon the earth for honest men to live 
inò -Revolutionary War Slogan  

Richard Ruedin 
Illinois Society SAR President 
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Illinois Society Sons of 
the American Revolution 
Officers 2022-2024 

 
President 

Rˉ˃ˈˁ˒˄ R˕˅˄ˉˎ 
Richard.ruedin@illinois-sar.org 

 
Senior Vice President 
Bˉˌˌ Wˈ˅˅ˌ˅˒ 

bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org 
 

Vice President Northern  
Bˉˌˌ Wˈ˅˅ˌ˅˒ 

bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org 
 

Vice President Central 
S˔˅˖˅ K˅˒ˎ 

steve2204@comcast.net 
 

Vice President Southern 
Jˏ˅ Hˁ˒˒ˉ˓ 

tjharrisil@frontier.com 
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Aˎ˄˒˅˗ Rˏ˂ˉˎ˓ˏˎ 

therobinsons_20@comcast.net 
 

Recording Secretary 
VACANT 

 
Registrar 

G˒˅ˇˇ W˅˓˔ˆˁˌˌ 
gjwestfall1974@gmail.com 

 
Genealogist 
Rˏ˂˅˒˔ Rˏ˓˓ 

robertross0929@att.net 
 

Chancellor 
T˅˒˒˙ B˅ˎ˓ˈˏˏˆ 

tbenshoof@earthlink.net  
 

Historian 
VACANT 

 
Chaplain 

R˅˖. D˒. Rˁ˙ O˗˅ˎ˓ 
ray.owens@connectwithcalvary.org 

 
Sergeant At Arms 
VACANT 

 
Trustee 

Tˏ˂˙ Cˈˁˍ˂˅˒ˌˁˉˎ 
saichamb@comcast.net 

 
Alternate Trustee 
Tˏˍ A˓ˈ˂˙ 

tdashby@me.com 
 

The Illinois Patriot 
is the official newsletter of the Illinois Society of the 

Sons of the American Revolution 
Published Quarterly (Jan/Apr/July/Oct) 

Jason Butterick, Editor 
 

Submissions, Photographs, Articles, and Chapter 
announcements/events can be submitted at the 

following e-mail address: 
 

kybrd76@hotmail.com 
 

Editor reserves right to edit submitted materials 
for space. 

A Message from Bill Wheeler 
Senior Vice-President 

Things have been 
very busy in SAR 
for the last 
several months. 
Hopefully you all 
had a chance to 
see the 
reenactment on 
December 16th of 
the Boston Tea 

Party at Boston Harbor. This marks 
the beginning of our 250th 
celebrations. The tea for the 
reenactment was supplied by the 
East India Company, the same 
British company that was at the 
focus of the act 250 years ago. The 
Sons of Liberty, the Sons of the 
American Revolution and the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution are just a few of the 
organizations that participated in 
the celebrations.  
You may notice a new look and 

feel of the SAR recently. The 
National Society, via the America 
250th SAR Committee, has 
established revised branding. On our 
Facebook pages and various 
websites, you may notice new logos. 
These new logos combined with a 
Brand and Engagement Guide is 
helping the organization more 
consistently establish who the SAR is 
along with our mission to members 
of the SAR and the community.  
As we step into 2024, we will be 

using the SAR Americanism score 
sheet to track all the wonderful work 
that our chapters and state society is 
doing. Whether you make a 
donation, attend a Wreaths Across 

America event for your chapter, or 
conduct a grave marking, be sure to 
let your chapter or Illinois Society 
representative know about it so it can 
be properly tracked. If you donôt know 
who that representative is or you 
would like more information about 
the Americanism awards, please donôt 
hesitate to contact me at 
bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org.  
During our February meeting in 

Springfield, we are planning on 
establishing a slate of officers and 
committees that will be sworn in at 
the May Meeting and Awards 
banquet. Perhaps you have ideas 
about things that we could be doing 
differently in the state society. If so 
and/or you have skills which you feel 
may be beneficial to the state society, 
please reach out to me or the 
nominating committee chair, Mike 
Campagnolo.  
The May meeting is still in the 

planning phase, but it is shaping up to 
be quite an event. We antic ipate a 
presentation on the national project 
for the children of the American 
Revolution.. The project seeks to 
support the Abraham Lincoln 
Presidential Library and Museum in 
Springfield to restore a) the First 
Report of the United States 
Department of Agriculture, and b) 
Abraham Lincolnôs leather portfolio. 
The Illinois Society is working to 
support this wonderful project along 
with C.A.R. We are hoping to conduct 
our meeting at the Presidential 
Library and we are optimistic that PG 
Dodd will be attending. More details 
to come in the next several weeks. 

The Illinois Patriot Spring (April 2024) 

Deadline for Submissions: Wednesday, March 20. 

Mark Your 2024 Calendar 
Illinois Society Meetings 

 
FridayðSaturday 
February 2-3, 2024 
VFW Post 10302 
Springfield 

 
Ramada Springfield North 
Room Reservations: 
217-523-4000 

Meeting Attendance Registration 

May 10-11 
(Annual Meeting/Awards) 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel 

Springfield 
 

August 9-10 
Effingham Holiday Inn 

 
November 1-2 
Doubletree 
Bloomington 

mailto:Richard.ruedin@il-sar.org
mailto:bill.wheeler@il-sar.org
mailto:bill.wheeler@il-sar.org
mailto:steve2204@comcast.net
mailto:tjharrisil@frontier.com
mailto:therobinsons_20@comcast.net
mailto:gjwestfall1974@gmail.com
mailto:robertross0929@att.net
mailto:tbenshoof@earthlink.net
mailto:ray.owens@connectwithcalvary.org
mailto:saichamb@comcast.net
mailto:tdashby@me.com
mailto:kybrd76@hotmail.com
mailto:Bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org?subject=SAR%20Americanism%20report
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DXGWnDhvY8EypAsYUx2JVBLPAS4YSL2tJrjjaiJnVW_JUNExDMDlQRExOV1EzQ1YwS0tWQlZHNTVEMi4u&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cfd4dc2695fc2449315e608dbe3d8c123%7C84df9
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Illinois Society Seeks To Fill 
Officer Vacancies 
The Illinois Society Board of 

Managers Nominating Committee 
seeks compatriots as candidates to 
fill current officer vacancies.  Officer 
vacancies include Recording 
Secretary, Historian, and Sergeant-
at-Arms. 
¶ Recording Secretary Duties:  
The Recording Secretary shall 
aid the Secretary in carrying out 
the functions and 
responsibilities of the office of 
Secretary. His specific duties are 
as follows: Å Record, or cause to 
be recorded and preserved, the 
minutes of meetings of the 
Board of Managers and the 
Annual Business Meetings of the 
State Society. Å Send copies of 
the minutes of the meetings to 
the President, Secretary, 
Historian, Editor of the Illinois 
Patriot and all other Board of 
Manager members. Å Record the 
additions and corrections made 
to the minutes, the dates of their 
final approval, and forward the 
corrected and approved original 
of such minutes to the Historian 
for preservation in the archives 
of the ILSSAR.  

¶ Historian Duties: The Historian 
shall collect and file with the 
Society such historical data as 
may be brought to his attention 
concerning battles/incidents and 
soldiers/patriots of the 
American Revolution, 
particularly as they relate to the 
State of Illinois, as well as major 
activities of the Illinois Society 
and Chapters. The Historian 
shall be responsible for 
collecting and depositing in the 
proper safe depository the 
official State Societyôs reports 
and papers for each year, 
minutes of All board of 
managers meetings, officer and 
committee annual reports, as 
well as an annual report from 
each chapter. Corrections and 
additions to the minutes of all 
business meetings will be kept 
and filed by the Historian. 
Copies of the Illinois Patriot 
shall be kept in this file. The 
Historian shall work with the 
Historian General for the NSSAR 

in depositing valuable materials 
and collections of the Illinois 
SAR. The Historian shall be 
responsible for collecting and 
depositing in the proper safe 
depository the official State 
Society's reports and papers for 
each year, minutes of ALL Board 
of Managers meetings, officer 
and committee annual reports, 
as well as an annual report from 
each chapter.  The Historian 
shall keep on file in the ILSSAR 
archives records of, and location 
of all Revolutionary War Patriots 
buried in Illinois as provided to 
him by the Revolutionary War 
Graves Committee.   

¶ Sergeant-at-Arms Duties: The 
Sergeant-at-Arms shall assist in 
preserving order as the President 
may direct. He shall handle the 
physical arrangements within 
the meeting room including 
seeing that the furnishings, P.A. 
system, lighting, flags, 
decorations, regalia, etc. are 
present, adequate and in proper 
order. The Sergeant-at-Arms 
shall be responsible for the flags 
and any other equipment needed 
for the ILSSAR meetings. He 
shall maintain them in proper 
state of repair, deliver them to, 
and install them in the meeting 
place for the conduction of the 
ILSSAR meetings. The Sergeant-
at-Arms shall maintain a current 
record of name, location and 
custodian of items of furniture, 
office equipment, flags and 
standards, computer, amplifying 
equipment and/or recording 
equipment, and other such 
property owned by ILSSAR. The 
Sergeant-at-Arms shall be 
responsible for having printed 
each year's ILSSAR stationery 
and envelopes.  

  
Interested individuals should 
contact the Nominating Committee 
Chair: 
  
Mike Campagnolo 
(C) 630-464-4904 
Email: mscfoxvalleysar@att.net  

Application 

Procedures 

Reviewed 
Issues regarding privacy and 

updated procedures for 
membership applications and their 
disposition following approval 
were reviewed by the Illinois 
Society SAR at its November 2023 
meeting in Bloomington. 
One change approved in the 

membership application process 
was the number of copies. For as 
long as anyone can recall, two 
watermarked copies of the 
application were required. Both 
Drew Robinson, secretary, and 
Gregg Westfall, registrar stated 
that the second copy was not 
necessary for submission and had 
been kept on file with Illinois 
Society records. One copy goes to 
National. It was approved to only 
require one watermarked 
application. 
The second update of the 

application process was following 
an applicationôs approval by the 
National Society SAR. Both paper 
and digital membership 
applications are maintained by the 
National Society (utilizing the 
Patriot Research System, PRS). A 
copy of the application on file is 
not necessary at the state society 
level. It was approved that all 
copies held by the state would be 
destroyed following approval. 
Chapters are encouraged to review 
and make necessary arrangements 
regarding their filed copies, 
deciding for themselves whether 
keeping custody, returning to the 
applicant, or destroying the record 
for maintaining privacy. 
Following National Society 

approval, a record copy is provided 
for the applicant and the state 
society with their membership 
certificate. The record copy of each 
approved applicant kept by the 
Illinois Society has been previously 
filed in record boxes maintained by 
it. It was approved to give both 
record copies to the new 
Compatriot immediately after they 
are sent from the National Society.  

mailto:mscfoxvalleysar@att.net
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American Bicentennial 
Jeffrey Walter Leach 

 
Captain Zeally Moss 
Keats Eldon Hunt 
Eli Augustus Nord 
Maxwell Conor Nord 
Mark Thomas Stoner 

Frederick Havenhill Sweetland, III. 
 

Fox Valley 
Connor Francis Braun 
Owen Jacob Braun 
Justin T. Halpenny 

 
General George Rogers Clark 

Billy Eugene Rhodes 
 

General Joseph Bartholomew 
Roland Wayne Crews 

 
Kishwaukee 
Douglas Jay Kohn 

 
Piankeshaw 

Stanley Francis Rhodes 

 

Welcome New Compatriots 

2024 General Joseph Bartholomew SAR Officers (in attendance at the chapterôs Veterans' Day Meeting) include 
L to R: Asst. Registrar Robert Harshbarger, Duane Tackitt,  Installing Officer, Member-at-Large Milton 
Rudsinski, Registrar/Genealogist Steve Kern, Treasurer Rob Jones, Chaplain Rev. Ray Owens, Sergeant-at-
Arms Rick Milner, President Jay Cummins, President Emeritus/VP Gordon Bidner. Not pictured: Al Abbott, Jr., 
Assistant Secretary, Chaplain Emeritus Dr. Virgil Short, Alan Washburn and Steve Runyan Members- at-Large  
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American Bicentennial 
The chapter participated in 
national Wreaths Across 
America observances. 

 
Elijah Smith 

Compatriots Charles Taylor 
and Dave Tannahill were 
presented Patriot Grave 
Marking medals at the chapterôs 
Christmas banquet. Compatriot 
Dennis Lybarger of General 
George Rogers Clark chapter 
presented an excellent program 
on Christmas during the 
colonial and Revolutionary War 
eras.  
Chapter Registrar Danny 
Marks will also receive a Patriot 
Grave Marking medal for 
patriot biographical research 
work. 

 
Ewington 

Once again, the Ewington 
Chapter participated in the 
Flora, Illinois Elmwood 
Cemetery Veterans Walk on 
Monday November 6, 2023. The 
event was organized by Ruthie 
Welty. Fifth grade students 
from Clay County schools were 
bused into the cemetery to meet 
reenactors and veterans 
representing wars and conflicts 
from the American Revolution 
through the Gulf War. Each 
group featured a brief 
presentation of the represented 
period.  Students also met Betsy 
Ross and learned how to fold a 
US Flag. Ewington had 16 
historic Flags on display and 
were represented by Bob 
Lybarger and Joe Harris.  

 
Fort Dearborn 

On November 17,Compatriots 
met with Illinois Society 
Children of the American 
Revolution member Bailey 

Callahan to share the N.S.C.A.R.  
National program for 2024 as 
well as an update on the Illinois 

Society project and program. 
Compatriots joined members 
of the Culper Ring Agent 355 

(Continued on page 6) 

Chapter Capsules 
News from Our Chapters 

Fort Dearborn SAR compatriots join members of Culper 
Ring Agent 355 DAR and Fort Dearborn DAR in Wreaths 
Across America observance at Rosehill Cemetery, Chicago 

Ewington Chapter President Joe Harris and Registrar Bob 
Lybarger displayed 16 historic flags at the Elmwood Cemetery 
Veterans Walk held on Monday, November 6 in Flora, IL.  
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DAR and Fort Dearborn DAR to 
place wreaths for Wreaths 
Across America at Rosehill 
Cemetery, Chicago.  

 
General George Rogers 

Clark 
Compatriots participated in 
Wreaths Across America with 
ceremony held at Glen Carbon 
Cemetery. 

 
General Joseph 
Bartholomew 

The October 10, 2023 chapter 
meeting was held at St. Luke 
Union Church. State Society 
awards for Flag certificate and 
National Society Newsletter 
certificate were presented to the 
chapter. Steve Kern presented a 
certificate of appreciation to 
Steve Robinson, reporter for The 
Normalite, in recognition of his 
reporting of chapter events and 
activities. 
David B. Williams was 
presented his membership 
certificate and presented a 
program on music during the 

American Revolutionary War.  
Steve Kerns presented an 
update on plans for a Cemetery 
marking at Stoutôs Grove 
cemetery, east of Danvers, 
where three Revolutionary War 
soldiers are buried in 2024. 

The November 10, 2023 
chapter meeting was held at St. 
Luke Union Church. 
Remembrances for Veterans and 
GJB SAR compatriots David K. 
Ashbrook, Kelly Gray, Jr., 
William R. Miller, Harry M. 

Compatriots of General George Rogers Clark and guests gather at Glen Carbon Cemetery for 
Wreaths Across America observance. L to R: Bryan Gorton; behind the speaker Dave Schmitt  
GRC Vice President; Speaker Phil Bailey GRC President ; Steve Hyatt behind speaker; Dennis 
Lybarger; Sharon Linck Regent DAR; IL State Senator Erica Harris;  IL House 
Representative Amy Elik. 

General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter President Jay Cummins at the Iroquois 
County SAR/DAR Citizenship Awards with honored students Noah Gomez, 
Gracelin Gregory, Hagen Hoy, and Jackson Reigner. 
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Hoit, and Dr. John Frisch were 
observed. Recognition was 
given to veterans in attendance.  
The keynote address was 
presented by Vietnam Veteran 
Dennis Garrigus, ñReflections 
of a Vietnam Veteran.ò 
Following the keynote address, 
the election and installation of 
2024 GJB officers was held.  
Gordon Bitner was 
recognized for his 22 years of 
service as Chapter president 
and presented a book of letters 
as well as Past President 
certificate. 
President Elect Jay Cummins 
shared future plans for the 
chapter with those in 
attendance. 
Jay Cummins represented 
the chapter at the annual 
Iroquois County SAR/DAR 
Citizenship Awards sponsored 
by the Princess Wach-e-kee 
DAR chapter. The following 
students were presented their 
SAR citizenship awards: Hagen 
Hoy, Watseka High School; 
Connor Stahlschmidt, Donovan 
High School; Caleb Walder, 
Cissna Park High School; 
Jackson Reigner, Central High 
School; Gracelin Gregory, 
Milford High School; Noah 
Gomez, Iroquois West High 
School.  

Kishwaukee 
At the Kishwaukee Chapter's 
October meeting, Vietnam War 
Veteran and Compatriot Bill 
Clifton was presented with the 
United States of America 
Vietnam War 50th Anniversary 
Commemorative Certificate 
and lapel pin by Lydia Roberts, 
chairman of the US 
Department of Defense's 
commemorative partner 
program for the Rochelle 
Chapter DAR. Any veteran who 
served in the US Armed Forces 
between November 1955 and 
May 1975, within or outside the 
Vietnam Theater of Operations, 

is eligible for this honor 
expressing a Grateful Nation's 
appreciation of their service 
during the Vietnam War era.  
The chapter also 
participated in national 
Wreaths Across America 
observances. 

 
Long Knives 

The Long Knives Chapter 
had the fantastic opportunity 
to combine their annual 
Christmas Party, Awards 
Banquet, and Officer 
Installation Ceremony at the 
same time. This year at 

Bennieôs Italian Restaurant, the 
Long Knives Compatriots 
gathered to celebrate and give 
out awards. Firstly, the 
Outstanding Citizenship Award 
was presented to Jared Whitt 
for his continued support of the 
Long Knivesô Color Guard and 
Toby and Everet Rhine for 
training the Long Knivesô Color 
Guard in their black powder 
Cannon School. This was 
followed by the presentation of 
the Roger Sherman Medal to 
Compatriots Allen Lang for use 
of his cannon, Stan Palmer for 
his mentoring of Eagle 
Scouting, Vernon Dotson for 
being in charge of the Flag 
Award program, and Patrick 
Haskell for the organizing of 
many Color Guard events. The 
venerable Compatriot Jim 
Wallace was awarded the 
Meritorious Service Medal for 
his many, many years of service 
to the Sons of the American 
Revolution. Finally, new 
Officers were installed with 
Allen Lang becoming the new 
Chapter President. 
Additionally, the Long Knives 
have now planted six Liberty 

(Continued on page 8) 

Long Knives Chapter President Tom 
Edmondson presents Jim Wallace 
with the Meritorious Service Medal.  

Lydia Roberts, Chairman of the US Department of Defenseôs commemorative 
partner program for the Rochelle Chapter DAR presents Vietnam Veteran and 
Compatriot Bill Clifton with the United States of America Vietnam War 50th 
Anniversary Commemorative Certificate. 
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Trees in participation with the 
National SAR Liberty Tree 
Program. It is the Chapter goal 
to plant a Liberty White Oak 
Tree in each of the fifteen 
Counties in our district. 

 

Great Lakes 
District Vice 
President Van 
Hoof Visits Site 
of Illinois/
Michigan 
Patriot Jean 
Baptiste 
Hamlin 
This past December 5th, as 
Vice President General of the 
Great Lakes District, my wife 
Alissa (MI DAR ï Lansing 
Chapter) and I commemorated 

the sacrifice of Patriot Jean-
Baptiste Hamelin at Le Petit 
Fort in the Indiana Dunes 
State Park. A resident of both 
Cahokia, Illinois and Fort 
Michilimackinac, he served as 
part of the French and 
Spanish effort in assisting 
George Rogers Clark 
campaign against the British 
in the Midwest.   
In the fall of 1780, as part of 
a combined attack on British 
forces in Michigan, Captain 
Jean-Baptiste Hamelin and 
American Lieutenant Thomas 
Brady set out with a raiding 
party of fourteen and were 
successful in capturing Fort 
St. Joseph (Niles, MI) and 
plundering fifty bales of furs 
and other miscellaneous 
supplies. They attempted to 
return along the Old Sauk 
Trail but were pursued by 
British and loyalist Native 
American forces under 

Great Lakes District Vice President David W. Van Hoof 
places a commemorative wreath at Le Petit Fort site in 
the Indiana Dunes State Park on December 5, 2023.  

Lieutenant Dagreaux De 
Quindre.  Seeking refuge at Le 
Petit Fort, the patriots refused 
to surrender. The ensuing fight 
resulted in the death of four (to 
include Jean Baptiste 
Hamelin), the capture of seven 
(to include Lt. Thomas Brady) 
and three escaping. The 
following February another 
raiding party of Spanish forces 
from St. Louis again captured 
Fort St. Joseph, sending the 
message to British forces in 
Michigan, they were not out of 
reach. This resulted in tying-up 
a regiment of British soldiers at 
Fort Detroit and Fort 
Michilimackinac, forces which 
could have turned the tide for 
the British at Yorktown. 

 

Are You A 
George 
Washington 
Fellow? 
The George Washington 

Endowment Fund (GWEF) was 
created to establish a 
permanent restricted fund, the 
income of which would provide 
annual funding for the support 
of NSSAR unfunded or 
underfunded committees and 
special projects. 80% of the 
corpus earnings are withdrawn 
for NSSAR project support. The 
remaining 20% is added to the 
permanent fund. 
George Washington Fellows 

are elected through a single 
$1000 gift or annual 
installment payment plan as a 
permanent gift to fund. It is not 
limited to SAR members; 
spouses, children, 
grandchildren, nephews and 
nieces are also eligible.  
All new George Washington 

Fellows receive a beautiful gold 
pin, a certificate acknowledging 
their GW Fellow status, and 
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As the United States 
approaches its 250th 
anniversary in 2026, the SAR 
will be providing event news 
and educational resources, 
including videos covering 
various aspects of the 
Revolutionary War. Visit their 
site at america250sar.com.  
 
The SAR Education Committee 
also has a dedicated website at 
education.sar.org.  

listed with all GW Fellows in 
the SAR Genealogical and 
Research Library. 
Additional information, 

including brochure and form 
are available at the SAR 
Foundation website. Consider a 
gift today! 

 
Children of the 
American 
Revolution 
Update 
The National Society of the 
Children of the American 
Revolution have announced 
their national programs for 
2024. 
Their theme this year is 
Cultivating Tomorrowôs 
Leaders, and their two part 
program includes raising 
$50,000 and giving 30,000 
hours of community service. 
In collaboration with the 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential 
Library and Museum, the 
National Society C.A.R. is 
raising funds to preserve and 
restore two historical artifacts. 
The items are the first report of 
the United States Department 
of Agriculture and President 
Lincolnôs Leather Portfolio. The 
United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) was 
established by legislation in 
1862, and today is responsible 
for legislating food, agriculture, 
economic development, 
science, and natural resource 
conservation. The portfolio has 
Abraham Lincolnôs initials and 
may have been used by him to 
carry the USDA legislation. The 
goal for this preservation and 
restoration project is $15.000 
The remaining $35,000 raised 
will be used to create a fund to 
establish an N.S.C.A.R. grants 
program local chapters can 
choose a 501(c)3 organization 

where C.A.R. members have 
given service hours. 
The N.S.C.A.R. encourages 
SAR chapters to collaborate 
with their local C.A.R. 
chapters in support of their 
service hours project. Working 
together, future leaders of the 
SAR will begin a life-long 
journey of service with their 
service as members of the 
C.A.R. 

Your Chapter News 
Missing in the Illinois 

Patriot? 
 

Submit Your News Here! 
 

Attn: Illinois Patriot 
 

kybrd76@hotmail.com 


