
 

The Sons of the American Revolution honors our Revolutionary War patriot ancestors by 

promoting patriotism, serving our communities, and educating and inspiring future 

generations about the founding principles of our Country. 

The Illinois 

Patriot 

Summer 2025 

I l l i n o i s  S o c i e t y  S o n s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n 
I l l i n o i s- s a r . o r g 

Illinois Society President Message 
As we move into the heart of 
summer, I find myself reflecting 
on the strength and spirit of our 
SAR family here in Illinois. Each 
quarter brings new reasons to be 
proud of our members, our 
mission, and the legacy we 
uphold. This past quarter has 
been no exception. 
One of the most inspiring 
moments came during our May 
Youth Awards meeting, where 
we had the pleasure of 
welcoming the new Illinois 
Society, Children of the 
American Revolution (ISCAR) 
State President, Max Hohmeier. 
Max brings with him not only 
enthusiasm and leadership, but 
also a heart for service that truly 
embodies the values we cherish. 
Maxôs state project, announced 
at the meeting, is a powerful 
reminder of the importance of 
giving back to those who have 
given so much. His initiative 
supports Veterans Path to Hope, 
a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to providing critical 
resources and support to our 
veterans. From housing 
assistance to mental health 
services, this organization is a 
lifeline for many who have 
served our country with honor. 
Maxôs commitment to this cause 
is both admirable and deeply 

moving. 
In addition to celebrating our 
youth, Iôm also thrilled to 
recognize a new chapter of 
leadership in the Illinois Society, 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution. Marria Blinn has 
been installed as the new State 
Regent of ISDAR. Iôve had the 
privilege of working alongside 
Marria on the board of ISCAR, 
and I can say with confidence 
that her dedication, insight, and 
passion for service will be a 
tremendous asset in her new 
role. Iôm eager to see the 
direction she takes as State 
Regent and look forward to 
supporting her state project in 
any way I can. 
It is moments like these that 
remind me why we do what we 
do. The SAR is not just about 
remembering the pastðitôs about 
shaping the future. When we 
support our youth and 
collaborate with our sister 
societies, we strengthen the 
bonds of patriotism, service, and 
civic responsibility that define 
our shared mission. 
Iôd like to take a moment to 
recognize a recent change to our 
Board of Managers in the Illinois 
Society. We are honored to have 
Kishwaukee Chapter President, 
Jeff Case, join us as the Senior 

Vice 
President. Jeff 
has been and 
is continuing 
to do great 
things in the 
Kishwaukee 
chapter, and 
we are excited 
to have his 
leadership at the state level. 
As we look ahead to 
Independence Day and the 
celebrations that come with it, I 
encourage each of you to take a 
moment to reflect on the 
freedoms we enjoy and the 
sacrifices that made them 
possible. Let us also recommit 
ourselves to supporting our 
veterans, our youth, and each 
other as we continue the 
important work of honoring our 
shared heritage. 
Thank you for all that you do to 
keep the spirit of the American 
Revolution alive in Illinois. 
With gratitude and patriotism,  
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bill Wheeler State President, 
Illinois Society SAR 

 

http://www.Illinois-sar.org
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Illinois Society Sons of the 
American Revolution Officers 

2024-2026 
 

President 
Bˉˌˌ Wˈ˅˅ˌ˅˒ 

bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org 
 

Senior Vice President 
J˅ˆˆ Cˁ˓˅ 

jeffbcase@gmail.com 
 

Vice President Northern  
J˅ˆˆ Cˁ˓˅ 

jeffbcase@gmail.com  
 

Vice President Central 
S˔˅˖˅ K˅˒ˎ 

steve2204@comcast.net 
 

Vice President Southern 
Jˉˍ Wˁˌˌˁ˃˅ 

wallberries2600@gmail.com  
 

Secretary/Treasurer 
Aˎ˄˒˅˗ Rˏ˂ˉˎ˓ˏˎ 

drew.robinson@illinois-sar.org 
treasurer@illinois-sar.org  

 
Recording Secretary 
Mˉˋ˅ Cˁˍːˁˇˎˏˌˏ 

mscfoxvalleysar@att.net 
 

Registrar 
G˒˅ˇˇ W˅˓˔ˆˁˌˌ 

gjwestfall1974@gmail.com 
 

Genealogist 
Rˏ˂˅˒˔ Rˏ˓˓ 

robertross0929@att.net 
 

Chancellor 
T˅˒˒˙ B˅ˎ˓ˈˏˏˆ 

tbenshoof@earthlink.net  
 

Historian 
VACANT 

 
Chaplain 
VACANT 

 
Sergeant At Arms 
J˅ˆˆ Cˁ˓˅ 

jeffbcase@gmail.com  
 

Trustee 
Mˉˋ˅ Cˁˍːˁˇˎˏˌˏ 

mscfoxvalleysar@att.net 
 

Alternate Trustee 
Tˏˍ A˓ˈ˂˙ 

tdashby@me.com 
 

 

Notes From The Chancellorôs 
Desk 
Illinois Society President Bill 
Wheeler has tasked me with a top to 
bottom review of our State 
Constitution and By-Laws, as well as 
providing a suggested format for our 
Chaptersô documentation. As our 
State governance document now 
stands, it does not conform to the 
National Charter, Constitution. and 
By-Laws. The Illinois governance 
document consists of a Constitution, 
with amendments, some thirty pages 
long, and no By-Laws. Why is that of 
importance to our operations? 
An entity organized under the 
Illinois Not-For-Profit Corporation 
Act, which includes our State 
Society, operates under Articles of 
Incorporation (our Charter), and 
general corporate laws of Illinois. As 
a Charter organization, as well, of 
the NSSAR, we must comply with 
those laws and rules. We have a 
Constitution, but no By-Laws. There 
are certain legal rules and 
procedures that flow with corporate 
laws, including, among other things, 
the methods of making changes in 
the Constitution and By-Laws. As an 
example of the problems arising 
from our current State documents 
we cannot legally change a 
misspelling, or incorrect 
punctuation mark, in the State 
Constitution, without a 
constitutional amendment. By-Law 
changes only require a majority vote 
of the governing body-the Board of 
Managers, but we do not have any 
By-laws. 
All Chapters should be 
incorporated. Illinois allows an 
entity type known as an 
unincorporated association, but that 
arrangement places liability for 
contracts, accidents, or state law 
violations on each and every 

member of the association. It only 
costs about $50 to incorporate, and 
$10 per year to renew; well worth the 
liability protection. Incorporated 
chapters need a simple constitution 
and by-laws, and a format will be 
available. 
On separate note, President Wheeler 
and I both attended the State 
Convention of the Illinois Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
at the end of May, which was a major 
event for the DAR, as it included a 
visit from the President General of the 
DAR, Pamela Rouse Wright. President 
Wheeler brought greetings to the 
Convention, and Illinois State Regent 
Christina Bannon, on behalf of the 
ILSSAR . Since my Wife, Donna, was 
the DAR Membership Chair, I 
attended the entire event, and had the 
opportunity to have a photo with the 
NSDAR President General on the 
evening of the State Banquet. 

 
Terry Benshoof 
State Chancellor 

The Illinois Patriot 
is the official newsletter of the  

Illinois Society of the Sons of the American Revolution 
Published Quarterly (Jan/Apr/July/Oct) 

Jason Butterick, Editor 
 

Submissions, Photographs, Articles, and Chapter announcements/events can 
be submitted at the following e-mail address: 

kybrd76@hotmail.com 
 

Editor reserves right to edit submitted materials for space. 
The Illinois Patriot Fall 2025 (October 2025) 

Deadline for Submissions: Saturday, September 20. 
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Pictured are L-R:  Loren Spring, Dale Smith, Les Morgan, Mike Palazzolo, 

Dave Rogers and Rose Connolly at the Captain William Penney graveside 

dedication ceremony at Richland Baptist Church Cemetery in Sangamon County 

2025 Annual 
Awards & 
Recognitions 

 
Patriot Medal 
Jeffrey Case 
Robert Lybarger 

 
State Distinguished Medal 

Michael Campagnolo 
 
 

Silver Good Citizenship 
John Spadaro 
Linda Spadaro 

 
Chapter Flag Certificates 

Captain Zeally Moss 
Fort Armstrong 
Fox Valley 

General George Rogers Clark 
General Joseph Bartholomew 

Kishwaukee 
Long Knives 
Springfield 

 

Eagle Scout Lex White, Jr. received the ISSAR Eagle Scout Award at the state annual awards meeting May 10 at the Abraham Lincoln 

Hotel in Springfield. He is a resident of O'Fallon and a freshman majoring in accounting at Southern Illinois University-Carbondale Left 

to right are George Tinkman, state Eagle Scout chairman, Stephanie White, Lex, Jr., Lex White, Sr. and David Schmitt, president of the 

Lewis & Clark chapter, which serves St. Clair County.  

Chapter Attendance 
Ewington 

Fort Dearborn 
General George Rogers Clark 
General Joseph Bartholomew 

Long Knives 
Springfield 

 
Children of the American 

Revolution Silver 
Appreciation 
Max Hohmeier 
President 

Illinois Society C.A.R. 
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Fort Armstrong 
Mark Todd Searl 

 
General George Rogers Clark 

Jack Irvin Ball 
Douglas Lee Hastings 
John William North 

 
General Joseph Bartholomew 

Charles Randall Boyd 
Charles Raymond Boyd 
David Brian Williams, Jr. 

 
Kishwaukee 

Robert Ronald Beem 
Michael Hedges 

 

Stephen Decatur 
Michael O Grady 

Shawn Phillip O Grady 
 

In Memoriam 
 

Col. Robert Blanchard 
April 17, 2025 
Lewis & Clark 

  
Col. Carroll Gene Links, Jr. 

June 16, 2025 
General George Rogers Clark 

 

Welcome New Compatriots & In Memoriam 

The Decade of the American Revolution 2023-2033 

In 2025, the 250th anniversary 
of the battles of Lexington and 
Concord was observed.  
The rest of the decade series 
follows:  
Ý 2026 Declaration of 
Independence  

Ý 2027 Battle of Saratoga  
Ý 2028 French Alliance  
Ý 2029 Siege of Vincennes/
Fort Sackville, Battle of 
Kettle Creek 

Ý 2030 Battle of Kings 
Mountain  

Ý 2031 Siege of Yorktown 
Ý 2032 Battle of Blue Licks 
Ý 2033 Treaty of Paris. 

State Societies and local 
chapters are encouraged to 
coordinate and host observances 
for each of the highlighted 
national observances. Local 
chapters should connect with 
D.A.R. chapters, Boy Scout 
troops, and other partnerships 
and organizations to coordinate 
a public event or activity 
highlighting the historical 
milestone.  As was spoken at the 
previous Congress, ñJust because 
the historical event did not 
happen in your area does not 
mean your area cannot have an 
event observing the historic 

anniversary.ò 
The America 250th SAR 
Programs Committee has 
collected programs, materials, 
videos, and more to help your 
chapter organize and resource 
teachers, students, and the 
general public about the 
significance and impact of the 
Revolutionary War. You can 
review these resources at their 
website: america250sar.org 

SAR University Launched 
The NSSAR Education 
Committee is proud to announce 
the initial release of SAR 
University.  SAR University is the 
location for all Compatriot and 
Officer training materials and is 
accessible by logging 
into www.sar.org and simply 
clicking on SAR University in the 
blue toolbar at the top of the home 
page.  Please feel free to begin 

using this training resource and 
know that we have many plans for 
its evolution.  
 
Note:  Currently, you will be 
required to print and keep a copy 
of your completed training 
certificates as proof of your course 
completion.  

https://america250sar.org/
http://www.sar.org
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American Bicentennial 
Eagle Scout Recognition 
On March 13th the American 
Bicentennial Chapter attended 
the Eagle Scout Ceremony of 
Rayaan DôSouza of Troop 159. 
The Chapter awarded Rayaan 
DôSouza with the Outstanding 
Citizen lapel pin and certificate, 
the Bronze Good Citizenship 
Medal and Certificate, and the 
SAR Eagle Scout patch and 
Certificate. The ceremony was 
held at St. Simonôs Episcopal 
Church in Arlington Heights, 
IL. The awards were presented 
by Compatriot Jeremy Rogers,  
the Chapter President. 
Sea Cadet Recognition 
On May 3rd the chapter 
presented the Sea Cadet medal 
set and certificate to Petty 
Officer First Class Eugene 
Burkut and the Sea Cadet 
ribbon to League Cadet Petty 
Officer First Class Beckett 
Gehring at the Navy Talent 
Acquisition Group Great Lakes 
building in North Chicago. 
Junior ROTC Award 
Presentations 

On May 7th, the chapter 
presented the SAR Junior 
ROTC Award to Cadet Gavin 
LeFavour at Wheeling High 
School, Wheeling, Illinois. On 
May 9th, the American 
Bicentennial Chapter presented 
the SAR Junior ROTC Award to 
Cadet Filadelfo Rogel at the 
Lakehurst Banquet Hall, 
Waukegan, IL. All three awards 
were presented by Compatriot 
Jeffrey Leach, Chairman of the 
Military Awards Committee. 

America @ 250 
On June 8th- the chapter had 
Terry Lynch present his 
America@250 where he talked 
about the various celebrations 
that were held in America 

celebrating Americaôs 
founding. The meeting was 
held at Repôs Place in Rolling 
Meadows, IL. The Chapter 
also handed out SAR 250th 
Celebration Coin and a SAR 
Commemorative 250th 
Anniversary lapel pin to all in 
attendance to kick off our 
250th Anniversary 
celebration. 
July 4th Observance 
On July 4th, the chapter 
marched with the Eli Skinner 
DAR Chapter and the Aaron 
Miner C.A.R. Society in the 
Arlington Heights July 4th 
parade. All three 
organizations threw about 
90lbs of Tootsie Roll minis to 
people along the parade 
route. 

Fox Valley 
Flag Day at Bataviaôs 
National Monument 
On June 14, 2025, members 
of the Fox Valley Chapter, 
Illinois Society Sons of the 
American Revolution proudly 
participated in Bataviaôs 
annual Flag Day celebration, 
held at the nationally 
recognized Flag Day 
Monument in downtown 
Batavia. This yearôs event not 
only commemorated the 
birth of the American flag, 
but also reinforced the deep 
roots of patriotism within our 
community. 
Our chapter was honored to 
serve in the ceremonial Color 
Guard, donning Continental 
uniforms to present the 
colors alongside 
representatives from local 
veteransô organizations, 
scouts, and civic leaders. The 
settingðbeneath a soaring 50
-foot flagpole surrounded by 
a helix-shaped granite wallð

was a powerful symbol of unity 
and sacrifice. SAR members 
stood at attention during the 
flag-raising ceremony, 
accompanied by live musical 
performances and a trumpet 
fanfare. 
As part of the dayôs 
programming, visitors had the 
opportunity to tour the 
monument, learn about the 
evolution of the U.S. flag, and 
view memorial bricks engraved 
with the names of veterans and 
community members. The 
chapter also hosted an 
informational table near the 
site, where we shared our 
mission, discussed SAR 
membership, and distributed 
educational materials to 
families and youth in 
attendance. 
A particularly meaningful 
moment was the sealing of 
several 50-year time capsules, 
which included letters and 
artwork from area 
schoolchildren. The chapter 
supported this activity as an 
investment in civic learningð
an effort to connect future 
generations with the values of 
service and remembrance that 
define our organization. 
This yearôs program was 
organized by the Fox Valley 
Patriotic Organization, with the 
support of Mayor Jeff Schielke 
and other local officials. Illinois 
historian Tom Emery opened 
the afternoon with a 
presentation on Bataviaôs own 
Dr. Bernard Cigrandðthe 
ñFather of Flag Dayòð
highlighting Bataviaôs unique 
role in elevating June 14th to a 
day of national reflection. 
It was a privilege for our 
chapter to represent the SAR at 

(Continued on page 8) 

Chapter Capsules 
News from Our Chapters 
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Flag Day Ceremony Participants in Batavia, Illinois, June 14, 2025; Left to Right: Jeff Case, Ray Beets, Bill Wheeler, Mike Campagnolo, Jon 
Fixmer, Ron Feldman and Marty Callahan with (right) Marria Blinn, Illinois DAR State Regent, and several Illinois Daughters of the American 
Revolution. 

Long Knives Chapter Cannon Crew at Memorial Day Observances at 
Mound City National Cemetery in Mound City, Illinois. 

Elijah Smith Chapter  
President Sid Welles, and 
Secretary Dave Tannahill 
presenting Life Saving 
Awards to 5 first 
responders,(L-R)
Jacksonville Walmart 
employee Torrey Bowen, 
Firefighters 
Dan Herter, Patrick 
Longmeyer and Lieutenant 
Curt Rueter, and a 
Walmart 
customer Steve Gilbreth. 
Gilbreth provided CPR to 
Evelyn Welles, Sid's 
wife, who suffered a sudden 
cardiac arrest at the 
Walmart in September 2024 
before firefighters arrived. 

Have You Checked Out the 

Revolutionary War Rarities 

Podcast? 

It provides 8-10 minute videos  

telling the rarely known, 

rarely taught stories of the 

American Revolution. 

Check It Out Here: 

fastfunhistory.com 

https://fastfunhistory.com/
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General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter Presented its Class of 2025 Outstanding Citizenship Honorees  
with event co-host and GJB Registrar/Genealogist/Color Guard Stephen Kern and chapter member 
Milton ñSonnyò Rudsinski (on the far left and far right, respectively), Chapter President Jay Cummins 
(third from right), and Illinois Society SAR President Bill Wheeler (second from right).  

Compatriots Tom Ashby and Dick Wells of the Ft. Armstrong and 
Captain Zeally Moss Chapters presented at Mission BBQ in 
Davenport on June 17, the 250th Anniversary of the Battle of Bunker 
Hill in Boston after the Continental Army was formed 4 days.  

Ann & Ervin Roscow presented with 
a posthumous Law Enforcement 
Commendation Medal and Certificate 
for their son, Officer Jason P. Roscow 
by the Lewis & Clark SAR Chapter. 

Lewis & Clark Chapter 

Presents Heroism Award: 

Left to right:  David 

Schmitt, chapter 

president, Andy Goforth, 

John Meacham, chapter 

awards officer, Daven 

Hug and Nashville High 

School principal Mark 

Begando.  
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this deeply meaningful event. 
We remain committed to 
preserving the legacy of the 
American Revolution and 
promoting patriotism, 
education, and public service in 
the communities we live. 

 
General Joseph 
Bartholomew 

Outstanding Citizenship 
Luncheon 

The General Joseph 
Bartholomew Chapter held its 
26th annual Outstanding 
Citizenship Award Luncheon at 
the Bloomington Country Club. 
The April 10th event welcomed 
approximately 120 guests 
honoring 20 high school 
students from McLean and 
Woodford counties. Chapter 
President Jay Cummins 
introduced several honored 
guests in attendance. They 
included Bill Wheeler, president 
of Illinois Society Sons of the 
American Revolution; Marilyn 
Nelson, First Vice Regent of the 
Letitia Green Stevenson 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (LGS DAR) Chapter; 
Carolyn Jiles, LGS DAR 
Chaplain; Mark Jontry and 
Molly Allen, Regional 
Superintendent and Assistant 
Regional Supt., respectively, of 
DeWitt, Livingston, Logan and 
McLean Counties; Je Ekena and 
Jon Smith, Regional Supt. and 
Asst. Regional Supt., 
respectively, of Woodford, 
Tazewell and Mason Counties; 
Emeritus Pianist Louise Bowen; 
pianist Daniel Matthews, who 
provided music before and 
during lunch; and photographer 
Brooklyn Shaw.  
ñThis group of young people 
represent the best of the best in 
their respective high schools and 
communities,ò said Cummins.  
Excellence in Citizenship is 
demonstrated by patriotism, 
leadership, cooperation, 

dependability, 
academics and 
service ï the 
Class of 2025 
exemplified those 
qualities over and 
over. 
Dr. Sheahon 
Zenger, the 21st 
President of 
Illinois Wesleyan 
University, served 
as keynote 
speaker during 
the luncheon, 
delivering a 
speech entitled 
ñLeadership In 
This Generation.ò 
He shared 
examples of 
facing tough 
times, 
disappointments 
and challenges, 
citing wisdom 
from broadcaster 
Paul Harveyôs 
ñThese Things I 
Wish For You.ò 
Zenger said while 
a situation may 
seem bleak, it is 
in those times 
when individuals 
learn to fail, 
rebuild and grow. ñI donôt know 
where weôll be in 10 years or 20 
years or 30 years, but I know 
youôll be the future leaders,ò 
Zenger said. ñDonôt shirk your 
responsibility. Donôt sidestep 
the struggle. In the struggle is 
the beauty. Thatôs where the 
adventure lies. 
Chapter President Emeritus 
Gordon Bidner introduced each 
student during the luncheon, 
highlighting their achievements, 
college plans, and aspirations. 
He also shared a few select 
comments made by those who 
referred them for the award. 
Bidner, himself a Citizenship 
Award winner when he was in 

high school, was instrumental in 
developing the chapterôs annual 
luncheon years ago, and his love 
for this event was evident. 
Each student received an 
Outstanding Citizenship Award 
Certificate, pin, pocket copy of 
the U.S. Constitution, and a 
special challenge coin. The coin 
was specially-made for the 2024 
luncheon, and its presentation 
continued this year. 
In addition, 3 students were 
selected to receive $1,000 cash 
scholarships. These included: 
Meika Bender, Eureka High 
School; Nathan Steffen, 
Lexington High School; Bohdan 
Zelznik, LeRoy High School. 

Dr. Sheahon Zenger, Illinois Wesleyan University 
President, speaking at General Joseph Bartholomew 
annual Outstanding Citizenship Award luncheon. 
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Flag Day/Army 
Observance 

On Saturday, June 14, the 
chapter met to celebrate Flag 
Day plus the 250th birthday of 
the United States Army. The 
meeting was held at the Grace 
Church Activity Center in 
Normal, Illinois. 
Steve Kern, Chairman of the 
Flag Day meeting, gave an 
opening welcome along with an 
introduction of the those 
receiving awards and being 
honored. After those attending 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance 
an invocation was given by 
President Emeritus J. Gordon 
Bidner with breakfast following. 
After breakfast a secretaryôs 
report and finance report were 
given to those in attendance. 
The first award given was to 
Robert Null II, son of Robert 
and Angela Null, who was the 
Chapter Arthur and Berdena 
King Eagle Scout winner. Robert 
received a SAR Eagle Scout 
medal, a patch suitable for 
wearing on his uniform, a 
pocket US Constitution plus a 
monetary award of $750. His 
Troop is #918 of the WD Boyce 
BSA Council. In addition, 
Robert recited his 500-word 
patriotic essay, required of the 
King application, which was 
titled Jack Jouettôs Ride which 
was enjoyed by those attending 
the meeting. 
William and Marlene 
Landstrom of Bloomington, IL 
were recognized as our 2025 
Flag Day Award winner. Each 
year the GJBSAR Chapter 
selects a private residence in our 
community who proudly, 
properly and persistently 
displays the American flag. Mr. 
and Mrs. Landstrom were 
presented with an Outstanding 
Citizen certificate and each were 
presented with SAR 
Outstanding Citizen pins along 
with a pocket US Constitution. 

Next, Carolyn Castellon, of the 
Alliance DAR Chapter in 
Champaign-Urbana delighted 
the audience with her 
presentation of ñFlags of our 
Fathersò which was a display 
that highlighted a number of 
flags significant to our countries 
past. 
After closing comments, the 
SAR Processional was recited 
and the meeting adjourned. 

 
Lewis & Clark 

Law Enforcement 
Commendation 

The chapter recently presented 
the Law Enforcement 
Commendation Medal and 
Certificate posthumously to 
Officer Jason P. Roscow. His 
parents, Ann and Ervin Roscow 
of Prairie du Rocher, accepted. 
Officer Roscow lost his life 
February 17 at age 46 in the line 
of duty with the North Las 
Vegas Police Department, which 
he had served for 17 years. The 
NLVPD reported that he earned 
its Exemplary Service Award for 
outstanding performance under 
challenging conditions in the 
traffic division. 
Officer Roscow was born in 
Belleville and grew up in Prairie 
du Rocher, where he served as a 
fireman. After he graduated 
from Red Bud High School, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Air Force 
and served as a security officer 
in South Korea, Iraq, and 
Kuwait. 
A funeral for Officer Roscow 
was held February 17 at St. 
Joseph Catholic Church in 
Prairie du Rocher. Burial 
followed in the church cemetery. 
By order of Governor J.B. 
Pritzker, all United States and 
Illinois flags at state facilities 
were flown at half-mast 
February 15-17 in remembrance 
of Officer Roscow. 

Heroism Awards 
The chapter recently presented 

Heroism medals and certificates 
to two Nashville High School 
students, Andy Goforth and 
Daven Hug, for reporting a fire 
at an apartment house and then 
entering the burning building to 
warn residents and help them 
out. 
About 10:30 on the night of 
April 23, Goforth and Hug were 
driving by the Village 
Apartments in Nashville when 
they smelled smoke. They 
stopped to investigate, located 
the fire and called 9-1-1. 
ñI heard the people 
screaming,ò Goforth, a junior at 
the time, told a reporter from 
KSDK-TV in St. Louis. ñI didnôt 
even think about it. I jumped 
out and ran upstairs.ò 
ñMy first thought was that my 
grandma lives in there,ò Hug, a 
senior, said. ñIôve got to go get 
Grandma.ò 
Lt. Brock Styninger of the 
Nashville Police Department 
said in a press release that 
numerous city police officers, as 
well as an officer from nearby 
Okawville and Washington 
County deputy sheriffs were the 
first responders. 
ñThese officers and deputies 
also played a major role in 
evacuating the building and 
helping residents out of the 
smoke and flames,ò he said. 
ñThese officers and teenage boys 
undoubtedly played a major role 
in saving numerous lives by 
risking their own without 
hesitation.ò 
Hug said many of the residents 
they helped are elderly. 
ñThey have some hearing 
problems,ò he said. ñIt was 
really hard getting people to 
wake up and let them know 
there was a fire going on.ò 
ñThe scariest part was the 
smoke,ò Goforth said. ñI 
couldnôt see anything. I couldnôt 
see a foot in front of me. I canôt 

(Continued on page 10) 
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presented to Brian Questelle 
Chairman. The chapter has a 
long standing presence at each 
Honor Flight. 
Lafayette Bicentennial 

Farewell Tour 
Several members 
participated in the 
Bicentennial of Lafayetteôs 
Farewell Tour that took place 
in Old Shawneetown Illinois. 
The parade started with three 
volleys from the Long Knives 
Chapter Color Guard. After the 
parade, members were able to 
view the sword that General 
Lafayette gave to the 
Kaskaskia Masonic Lodge 200 
years ago. 

Memorial Day 
Observance 

The Chapter Cannon crew 
was in full force at the 
Memorial Day Ceremony held 
at the Mound City National 
Cemetery in Mound City, 
Illinois. The crew closed the 
ceremony with three volleys 
before the playing of TAPS. 
Liberty Tree Plantings 
At last count, the chapter has 
planted 16 Liberty Trees. A 
tree has been planted in each 
county in the chapterôs region. 
The group is hoping the last of 

imagine that much smoke in 
one area.ò 
Firefighters from 15 
departments across 
Washington, Perry, and 
Clinton counties responded to 
the retirement community. 
ñAs a result of this fire, 
several individuals were 
transported to the hospital by 
ambulance or helicopter,ò Lt. 
Styninger reported. ñAlthough 
these injuries are very serious, 
we are thankful for no 
fatalities.ò 
Washington County 
Emergency Manager Matt 
Bierman and State 
Representative Charlie Meier 
confirmed that Goforth and 
Hug's action definitely saved 
lives, but Andy and Daven 
both told KSDK they don't 
consider themselves heroes. 
ñEveryone has said that word 
and itôs kind of blown my 
mind,ò Goforth said. ñI didnôt 
think anyone would see it that 
way.ò 
ñI think anyone who 
wouldôve been there at the 
time wouldôve done what we 
did,ò Hug said. ñWe were just 
at the right place at the right 
time.ò 

 
Long Knives 

The first half of 2025 has 
been a busy one for the Long 
Knives Chapter. The group has 
grown by two new members: 
Gregory Webb and Lon Burke. 
Jena Copher was awarded the 
Bronze Good Citizenship 
Medal for her commitment 
and dedication to serving our 
Veterans at the Marion 
Veterans Hospital in Marion, 
Illinois. The chapter continued 
their service to help local 
Veterans by donating to the 
Southern Illinois Honor 
Flight. The check was 

(Continued from page 9) 

2025 will be as busy and 
successful as the beginning. 

 
Springfield 

Graveside Marking 
On Saturday, June 14th, 
Springfield Chapter of ILSSAR 
was represented by five of its 
members and one prospect at 
the Captain William Penny 
Chapter of D.A.R. gravesite 
dedication ceremony for 
Captain William Penny at the 
Richland Baptist Church 
cemetery in Sangamon County. 
The Springfield Chapter 
presented a wreath to honor 
the deceased Revolutionary 
War veteran.  
 
 

Your Chapter News 
Missing in the Illinois 

Patriot? 
 

Submit Your News 
Here! 

 
Attn: Illinois Patriot 

 
kybrd76@hotmail.com 

Long Knives Chapter presents check to Honor Flight Chairman Brian 
Questelle. 

mailto:kybrd76@hotmail.com?subject=Illinois%20Patriot%20Submission
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As Abigail Adams said, 

"Remember the ladies"... 

What would we do without 

them?  The Illinois SAR Ladies 

Auxiliary has raised thousands 

of dollars to help the Society in 

carrying out its mission of 

inspiring patriotism and 

informing others of the 

contributions of our 

revolutionary ancestors.   

Membership in the Auxiliary is 

open to the wives, mothers, 

daughters, stepdaughters, 

sisters, aunts, nieces and other 

women relatives of members 

of the SAR who are in good 

standing.   

The current dues are $5 per 

year (which also makes a lady 

a member of the National 

Ladies Auxiliary). 

Next Illinois 

Patriot  

Submission 

Deadline: 

Saturday, 

September 

20, 2025 


