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A Message 
From The 
President 
 
By ILSSAR 
President Michael 
Campagnolo

Already it is late Summer and the trees are 
starting to change color and the kids are back 
in school. Our next regularly scheduled BOM 
meeting is for November 12 & 13 at the 
Abraham Lincoln Springfield.  

I met Chris Hansley at the Veterans Day 
Festivities in Springfield on August 15th. Chris 
is an Honorary Board Member of  the Illinois 
Gold Star Families Memorial Monument 
Foundation. We talked for a while, and I asked 
her if  she would be interested in speaking at 

our November 12 dinner. She was selling very 
nice Memorial Foundation medallions for $25. 
The proceeds will help build the Illinois Gold 
Star Families Monument in Springfield. The 
medallions for sale look like the monument. 
She said she would be thrilled to come, and 
she was free that date.  

It was nice dusting off  the old uniform and 
putting it to good use! 

I first wore the uniform again on Veterans 
See from the president on the next page.

Flag ward recipient also a Medal Of Honor recipient
By Ft. Dearborn Compatriot Chris Gomez 
Gurnee, IL  resident Allen J. Lynch served in the 12th Cavalry 

Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) from May 1967 until June 
1968. He had been "in-country" for six months when the action took 
place that would result in his receiving the Medal of  Honor. The 
recognition of  his conspicuous gallantry and selfless service to others 
on that day would be the catalyst for a life of  service to others. 

Since receiving the Medal, Al has continued to serve his fellow 
veterans. He served as a Veterans Benefits Counselor and later Chief  
of  Ambulatory Care with the US Department of  Veterans Affairs. 
He then served as the Executive Director of  the Vietnam Veterans 
Leadership Program in Illinois. He left that position in 1985 to 
become the Chief  of  the Veterans Rights Bureau with the Illinois 
Attorney General’s office retiring in 2005. 

He also served with the US Army Reserve and the Illinois 
National Guard until his retirement with 21 years of  service in 1994. 

Allen and his wife, Susan, have three children and are now blessed 
with six grandchildren. 

                          Medal of  Honor Citation 
For conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in action at the risk of  

his life above and beyond the call of  duty. SGT Lynch (then Sp4) dis-
tinguished himself  while serving as a radiotelephone operator with 
Company D. While serving in the forward element on an operation 
near the village of  My An, his unit became heavily engaged with a 
numerically superior enemy force. Quickly and accurately assessing 
the situation, SGT Lynch provided his commander with information 
which subsequently proved essential to the unit's successful actions. 
Observing three wounded comrades Lying exposed to enemy fire, 
SGT Lynch dashed across 50 meters of  open ground through a with-
ering hail of  enemy fire to administer aid. Reconnoitering a nearby 
trench for a covered position to protect the wounded from intense 
hostile fire, he killed two enemy soldiers at point blank range. With 
the trench cleared, he unhesitatingly returned to the fire-swept area 
three times to carry the wounded men to safety. When his company 

was forced to withdraw by the superior firepower of  the enemy, SGT 
Lynch remained to aid his comrades at the risk of  his life rather than 
abandon them. Alone, he defended his isolated position for two hours 
against the advancing enemy. Using only his rifle and a grenade, he 
stopped them just short of  his trench, killing five. Again, disregarding 
his safety in the face of  withering hostile fire, he crossed 70 meters of  
exposed terrain five times to carry his wounded comrades to a more 
secure area. Once he had assured their comfort and safety, SGT 
Lynch located the counterattacking friendly company to assist in 
directing the attack and evacuating the three casualties. His gallantry 
at the risk of  his life is in the highest traditions of  the military service. 
SGT Lynch has reflected great credit on himself, the 12th Cavalry 
and the U.S. Army. 

Near My An (2), Binh Dinh province, Republic of  Vietnam,  
15 December 1967. 

Ft. Dearborn Compatriot Chris Gomez, left, presented the ILSSAR 
flag award to Vietnam Veteran and Medal of Honor recipient, 
Allen J. Lynch, right on Monday July 20 at his home in Gurnee.
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And now, 
the rest 
of the 
story

Day Festivities in Springfield on August 15th, 
Compatriots Lou Myers, Toby Chamberlain, 
and myself  set up a recruiting table inside the 
shed. 

Then on August 28, 2021, Members of  the 
ILSSAR Northern Illinois Color Guard were 
honored to present The Colors at Wintrust 
Field in Schaumburg, IL. prior to a 
Schaumburg Boomers baseball game. ILSSAR 
Color Guard Commander Jon Fixmer, Max 
Cockrell and Ron Feldman and I, all from the 
Fox Valley Chapter, represented the Northern 
Illinois Region Color Guard. 

I traveled to a very well attended Cemetery 
Marking Ceremony in Franklin, IL for four 
Revolutionary War Patriots buried in Franklin 
Cemetery on September 11, 2021. This cere-
mony was hosted by Sid Welles and the Elijah 
Smith Chapter. They did a tremendous job in 
organizing this event. We also had great 
weather and also had a great time. We had a 
combination of  the Illinois and Wisconsin 
Color guard present. In uniform we had VPG 
Great Lakes District Bill Austin and fellow 
Wisconsin Compatriot Bob Haglund. On the 
Illinois side we had Steve Kern of  the GJB 
Chapter, Tom Ashby of  the Captain Zeally 
Moss Chapter, and me. 

Let’s hope this is the beginning of  a very 
active Cemetery Marking Fall 2021 and 2022! 

Speaking of  the Color Guard, We are try-
ing to recruit Color Guard members to head 
up north through the cheddar curtain to 
Madison, WI for the Great Lakes District 
Meeting on October 29-30, 2021. We would 
like good representation of  the Illinois Society 
at this event. I passed out “Save the Date” fly-
ers for this at the August BOM meeting. If  you 
need a copy please contact me. 

It’s SAR Dues time.  
You all should have received your dues 

notice from ILSSAR Treasurer Lee Braden.  

The goal was to email the invoices out by 
September 1. We do this so we have time 
before December 31 to react to those who 
have not yet paid. This is the second year we 
are offering two secure online services: invoices 
by e-mail, and the option to pay online. We 
hope you are willing to give it a try. Online 
payments help to: 
- Reduce processing and postage costs. 
- Increase accuracy with automatic account 
posting. 
- Increase transaction security using Intuit’s 
industry leading encryption and security tech-
nology. If  you prefer to wait until early 
October, you will receive a paper invoice - 
same as last year. If  you receive a paper 
invoice, you will still have the ability to pay 
online. Whether you pay online or by mail, all  
payments are still due December 31, 2021. 
Please make every effort to pay by the dead-
line, as the National Society headquarters has 
a tight deadline before dropping members for 
nonpayment. Please get your dues in as soon 
as possible so your chapter presidents don’t 
have to start making calls! While you are at it, 
help our Ladies Auxiliary support us by sign-
ing up your wives. 

Many of  you have stepped forward and are 
filling Illinois Society committee positions and 
I thank you for what you are doing. We still 
have vacancies on several committees: Color 
Guard in the Central Illinois Region, 
Outstanding Citizenship Chairman, 
Webmaster/IT and Sargent at Arms.  

If  you are interested in helping the Illinois 
Society by volunteering to serve as Chairman 
or as a member on one of  these committees, 
please contact me. 

We are looking at Mt Vernon again for our 
February BOM 2022, Dates TBD

By Sr. Vice President Charles Dobias 
Most of  us remember Paul Harvey’s admo-

nition regarding the “rest of  the story”. Many 
of  us are missing out on a rich treasury about 
our ancestors because we often stop one step 
short of  seeking the answer to a critical ques-
tion. Ask an SAR compatriot to tell you about 
one of  his patriots, and chances are he’ll know 
very little about the person who enabled him 
to join our august company. He may know his 
Patriot’s state and sometime rank, but seldom 
does he know the details that make his Patriot 
a living, breathing entity. 

The general public and even some 
SAR/DAR members believe that their ances-
tor had to have fought in the Revolution in 
order for them to qualify. Check the require-
ments for the “Patriot” designation, though, 
and you’ll find a long list, ranging from those 
who died in battle to the wagoner who hauled 
provisions to the troops to the clergyman who 
tended to the wounded. Of  my four patriots, 
two actually carried arms. A third served in 
the local rebel government while the fourth 
‘only’ signed a loyalty oath. But what was actu-
ally involved in their patriotic actions? 

Richard Keating served in the Maine mili-
tia and participated in the Battle of  Penobscot 
Bay. A history book cited his unit’s bravery 
while climbing a steep bluff  hand over hand, 
rifles strapped to their backs, while British sol-
diers atop the bluff  poured musket fire down 
on them. 

Peter Hackenburg, a German immigrant, 
joined the Bucks County militia which was 
later integrated into the Pennsylvania 
Continental Line and ordered to defend Fort 
Washington on Manhattan from British attack. 
The greatly outnumbered Patriots were quickly 
defeated, and Peter became a prisoner for the 
remainder of  the war. 

 Samuel Bartlett served in the local govern-
ment as a “sealer of  leather”. In Colonial 
times, leather making was a cottage industry, 
with quality varying greatly depending on the 
skill of  the artisan. Poorly made leather lacked 
strength and would often rot. To forestall this, 
the inspector would stamp his mark or “seal” 
on the product to show that it passed muster. 
Samuel also served on a local committee 
whose function was to regulate prices in order 
to stop runaway inflation which often accom-
panies conflict. 

Joshua Bartlett, Samuel’s father, warrants 
Patriot status because he signed the New 
Hampshire Association Test (loyalty oath). 

From the president continued from P.1 
By ILSSAR President Michael Campagnolo

Nearly seventy years old at the time, he was 
willing to risk everything to show his support 
for independence. I have a copy of  his signa-
ture on the document, which was found in 
local town files. Had the British won and had 
they discovered the document, Joshua could 
have branded a traitor and sent to prison or 
even executed for treason. 

Even in the documents regarding soldiers 
who actually fought are subtle hints to the 
bravery of  these men. A friend has a patriot 
who served in the Delaware Line. Only after 
consulting the Revolutionary War Rolls did we 
learn that, at the time of  his service, he was a 
27 years old private and a drummer! 

There are many misconceptions about 
“drummer boys” in the Revolution. Boy musi-
cians, while they did exist, were the exception 
rather than the rule. Further, their role was not 

benign as many believe. In the confusion and 
noise of  battle, shouted commands often could 
not be heard. Drum cadences were used to 
pass directions to the troops, instructing them 
to attack, retreat, turn to the flank, etc. Given 
their crucial role in conveying instructions to 
the soldiers during battle, drummers often 
became a priority target for enemy snipers. 
Furthermore, drummers and other musicians 
often wore distinctive uniforms, which en-          
hanced their visibility to the enemy. Imagine 
the courage of  those volunteering for drummer duty! 

In discussing loyalties during the 
Revolution, there is a rule of  thumb alleging 
that one-third of  the colonial population sup-
ported independence, one-third supported 
Britain, and one-third remained neutral. 
There were many cases of  families split down 

See from And now... on the next page.
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the middle by conflicting loyalties, and neigh-
bor suspected neighbor. In this environment, 
imagine the uncertainly of  your patriot as he 
determined where to place his allegiance.  

There are numerous clues in historical doc-
uments to help you learn more about your 
ancestors and make them ‘real’ In going 
beyond the “birth, marriage, death, children” 
needed to complete my SAR Application, I’ve 
learned much about my ancestors. Included in 
my family history are kings, knights, colonial 
governors, witches, ordinary working men, 
and scoundrels. Studying my past with a mag-
nifying glass has enabled me to appreciate the 
role my family has played in the establishment 
and growth of  America. As you delve deeper 
into your family’s history, you too may be sur-
prised at what you find! 

P.S. - Don’t forget that the victor writes the 
history books. How different things might be 
had our Patriots failed!
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American Bicentennial Chapter

At the last chapter meeting, ABC Secretary 
Jeremy Rogers introduced our guest speaker, 
Abigail Rogers, the I.S.C.A.R. State President.  
Abigail is a sophomore at Rolling Meadows 
High School and is on the poms team and 
plays on the varsity soccer team.  In her free 
time, Abigail likes to hang out with her friends 
and make Tik-Tok videos.   

Abigail talked about her project, which is 
raising money for Lemons of  Love.   

Lemons of  Love is an organization that 
gives care packages to adults or kids who are 
going through chemotherapy. These packages 
have things like: 

Body lotion for dry skin; 
Chapstick for chapped lips; 
Tissues for tears; 
Lemon drops for metallic chemo taste; 
Nuts for protein; 
Ginger tea for nausea and insomnia; 
Dark chocolate for sweet cravings; 
Bottled water for hydration; 
Superhero socks because you are one; 
Lemon superior lemonade; 
Happy pictures for smiles; 

Lemons of  Love reusable water bottle; 
Lemons of  Love silicone bracelet; 
And handmade donations like chemo hats 

and port pillows. 
Packages vary based on the recipient (chil-

dren and pets will get a couple of  different items). 
This year, we are going to be raising money 

specifically for packages for kids going through 
chemo.  Some of  the things might change in 
the package, but a lot of  the stuff  is the same. 

We are going to be raising $5000 to pur-
chase items for the boxes, which equates to 
about 67 boxes. 

We are selling yellow silicone bracelets for 
$5 and pins for $10. 

Lemons of  Love has also set up a donation 
page specifically for this fundraiser: 

https://www.classy.org/campaign/abbys-i-s-
c-a-r-2021-22-fundrasier/c326305 

Abigail then talked about some of  the 
events she has been to like the DAR District 2 
meeting, the 125 Anniversary of  the 
Springfield DAR Chapter, and throwing out 
the first pitch at the Boomers Game with the 
SAR being the Color Guard. 

C.A.R. State President Abigail Rogers, center, and daughter of ABC Sectreary Jeremy 
Rogers, threw out the ceremonial first pitch at a recent Schaumburg Boomers baseball 
game. Flanking her are Northern Illinois Color Guard members from left:  Ron Feldman  
(Fox Valley), Illinois State President Mike Campagnolo (Fox Valley) Max Cockrell (Fox 
Valley), and  Color Guard Commander Jon Fixmer (Fox Valley Chapter).

ILLINOIS SOCIETY SONS OF  
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION 

OFFICERS 2020-2022 
President –––––––– Mike Campagnolo 
Senior Vice President –– Chuck Dobias 
V P Northern Region –– Michael Cobb 
V P Central Region –––––– Sid Welles 
V P Southern Region––––– Joe Harris 
Secretary ——–––  Andrew Robinson 
Treasurer ————––––– Lee Braden 
Recording Secretary –– Scott Sanders 
Illinois Patriot Editor —-Scott Sanders 

w9run1776@icloud.com 
Registrar ————–— Gregg Westfall 
Genealogist––––––––– Gerald Whitson 
Chancellor ———––––— Kevin Babb 
Historian ——––––– Edward Bachesta 
Chaplain —––––– Rev. Dr. Ray Owens 
Sgt. At Arms —–—–—– Jason Sturges 
ILSSAR Trustee –– Toby Chamberlain 
Alternate Trustee –– currently vacant

CAR President Abigail Rogers throws out 
first pitch at Schaumburg Boomers game
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Elijah Smith Chapter
Note: This article is excerpted from the 

Historical Marker dedication program. 
 Most towns in Illinois can’t boast of  a sin-

gle Revolutionary War Patriot buried in their 
towns, but the tiny West Central Illinois town 
of  Franklin has four! 

The Elijah Smith Chapter celebrated these 
four Patriots by dedicating a plaque in their 
honor September 11 at the Franklin Cemetery. 

The four Revolutionary War Patriots who 
have found their final resting places are:  

Bourland Jolly, 1753-1844 
John Woods, 1752-1831 
Samuel Jackson, 1756-1844 
James M. Wright Sr. 1753-1846 
Elijah Smith Chapter President Sid Welles 

welcomed SAR guests William Austin, GLD 
VP and ILSSAR President Mike Campagnolo. 
In dedication President Welles said “We, the 
members of  the Elijah Smith Chapter of  the 
Sons of  the American Revolution, dedicate 
this marker to the Gory of  God and in recog-
nition of  the memories of  our fellow patriots 
of  the American Revolution. 

Patriot Bourland Jolly, was born in Virginia 
and enlisted in the Virginia militia in 1781. He 
served in the Siege of  Yorktown. After the war 
he moved to North Carolina with his father. 
He married Hannah Plasmode in 1798. Later, 
he moved to Morgan County, IL and passed 
away in 1844. 

Patriot John Woods was born in Savanna, 
Georgia in 1752. He enlisted in 1782 and was 
tasked with carrying private messages between 
General George Washington and General 
Francis Marion, aka The Swamp Fox. There is 
an interesting article in the Smithsonian 
Magazine about Marion. For more, check out 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/the
-swamp-fox-157330429/ 

His family moved to Franklin, KY 1827 to 
where Jacksonville now stands. Later, they 
moved to the area his grandfather named 
Franklin, IL to the first frame house in the 
town. Woods died in Franklin on October 21, 
1831. 

Patriot Samuel Jackson was born in 
Virginia in 1756. He enlisted in 1775 and 
again in 1776. He was injured, and paroled 
home. He had eight children and in 1841 and 
moved to Morgan County, IL with his wife 
Vashti. Jackson died in 1844. 

James M. Wright Sr. was born in Culpeper 
County, Virginia in 1753. He enlisted and 
served at Valley Forge. He was honorably dis-
charged after three years of  service and 
received a pension 1832. He married Frances 
Finney in 1788 at Harpers Ferry, VA and they 
had 12 children. He died in 1845.  

Four RW patriots 
honored at marker 
dedication in 
Franklin, IL
The local boy scout troop brought in 
the colors for the ceremony, above. 
Two of  the Revolutionary War patri-
ots are shown left and below. ILSSAR 
President Mike Campagnolo made 
remarks, below left.



Illinois Society Quarterly BOM Meeting November 12 & 13, 2021 
at the DoubleTree by Hilton Abraham Lincoln Hotel 

701 E. Adams St. Springfield, IL 62701 

The Double Tree by Hilton Abraham Lincoln Hotel,  
Reservations include Saturday breakfast and parking. The cut off date is October 29. 

Reservations at 217.544.8800 and ask for the Sons of the American Revolution group rate which is $99.00/night. 
 

The Friday November 12 Dinner begins at 6pm in a room TBD.  
We will have a cash bar and social hour from 6pm - 7pm. The dinner will follow at 7pm. 

Our speaker will be Chris Hansley, an honorary board member of  
The (future) Illinois Gold Star Families Memorial Monument in Springfield.  

She’s also a member of the Hershell (Woody) Williams Medal of Honor Foundation.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you have special diet needs? 
Member Name:________________________________ Friday Dinner __________ Saturday Lunch_________ 
Spouse Name:_________________________________ Friday Dinner___________Saturday Lunch_________ 
Guest Name:__________________________________ Friday Dinner___________ Saturday Lunch_________  
Chapter :__________________________ Will you be present in Color Guard Uniform?____________________ 

 
Make Checks Payable to “ILSSAR” to: 

Compatriot Charles Dobias 
127 Briar Ridge Drive 
Collinsville, IL 62234 

Cell 618.334.5641 Email: dobiascd1099@gmail.com 

Friday Dinner $41 which includes dessert. 
Salad   

Ripe vine tomato, basil pesto, fresh mozzarella, arugula, balsamic reduction, extra virgin olive oil 
 

Entrée   
Grilled Herb Crusted Chicken Breast with Roasted Shallots, Marsala sauce, 

Wild rice pilaf, Asparagus and Glazed carrots 
 

 Desert  
Turtle Cheesecake, bourbon caramel 

 
Saturday Lunch $26 Boxed lunch 

 (Roasted Turkey Club with lemon pepper aioli on ciabatta), chips, salad, fruit, and cookies
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BOM Minutes 8-14-21 for October 
Patriot 

17 Compatriots in attendance: Gordon 
Bidner (GJB), Gerald Whitson (,), 
Joe Cramer (Ewington), Sid Welles 
(ES), Robert Ridenour (GGRC), 
Richard Ruch, Ray Owens (GJB), 
Lee Braden (ABC), Mike Murphy 
(Spr), Ted Miller (FV), Lou Myers 
(SPR), George Tinkham (SPR), 
Toby Chamberlain (SPR), Larry 
Good (L&C), Tom Ashby (CZM/Ft. 
Arm), John Cramer Jr. (LK), Scott 
Sanders (FV/ABC). 

 
- Pledge and SAR pledge and invocation 
Trustee’s report: Toby Chamberlain.  

-Toby, his wife Sue, and Tom Ashby 
along with his wife Linda, attended 
the Natl. Congress.  
- The application fees are going up. 
White gloves are required at the 
DAR ‘Tea’.  
- All staff facilities have been filled 
so that should help the application 
process.  
- Davis Wright is the new president 
general. All elections were not con-
tested except for the treasurer’s 
position. 
- Toby attended a DAR tea recently. 
White gloves were required at the 
DAR ‘Tea’.  

Awards from Natl. Congress: Mike 
Compagnolo (individual) 
- Alivia Glass for finishing 8th in 
the national JROTC competition. 
Mike accepted for the Fox Valley 
Chapter.  
- Toby Chamberlain Certificate of 
Appreciation for his outstanding 
service as VP on the GWF fundrais-
ing committee. 
- Tom Ashby Certificate of 
Appreciation for service on the hos-
pitality and music committee. 
- George Gilespy Gold Roger 
Sherman for transcribing patriot 
records. 
- Robert Lybarger Liberty Medal 
oak leaves cluster for getting 10 
new compatriots to join the SAR 
this year. 
- James DeGroff Liberty Medal oak 
leaves cluster. 
- John P. Brown Liberty Medal oak 
leaves cluster. 

President’s Report: Mike Campagnolo 
- Upcoming cemetery marking in 
Franklin on Sept. 11. Mike is plan-
ning to get the word out about this 
event and promote interest in it. 

- Schaumburg Boomers minor 
league baseball game is coming up 
on August 28 with the color guard 
from Fox Valley presenting the col-
ors. Abby Rogers, the CAR Illinois 
President and daughter of ABC 
Secretary Jeremy Rogers, will 
throw out the first pitch.  
- Rev. War Days at Cantigny Park 
September in Wheaton, tentative. 
- There is a new open officer posi-
tion, Sgt. At Arms. 
- Webmester and IT positions are 
also open. For now, incoming new 
member inquiries are going through 
Mike until a replacement is found. 
He distributes them to chapter 
presidents.  
- Citizenship committee chairman 
position is also open.  
- New committee chairman posi-
tions filled: Ted Miller for 
Membership and Chapter 
Development Committee and Gary 
List with Dave Bailey assisting, for 
History Teacher Award chairman-
ship. 
- Next BOM mtg. Nov 12&13 in 
Springfield.  
- February BOM 11&12 in Mt. 
Vernon 
- May BOM and Awards ceremonies 
May 13&14. 

Sr. VP Report: Chuck Dobias not 
attending for health reasons. 

Secretary Report: Drew Robinson. 
Report given by Mike Campagnolo. 
- As of August 12, ILSSAR has 1216 
members. 63 New this year. 16 
Pending, 2 Pended.  

Treasurer’s Report: Lee Braden 
- Recognized new attendee Larry 
Good L&C treasurer, and Mike 
Murphy, a new member from the 
Springfield Chapter.  
- For 2022, dues notices going out 
in September. Checks for dues 
should be sent to Drew Robinson.  
- Members’ email addresses need to 
be updated. Only about half of 
ILSSAR members have active email 
accounts for SAR business. Chapter 
presidents will be asked to provide 
updated email addresses for their 
members. 

Registrar’s Report: Gerry Whitson 
- Use legal sized paper for printing 
out DAR record copies (double 
sided) from national. 
- Each chapter is growing slowly. 

Northern Region VP Report. Mike 
Campagnolo reported for Mike Cobb. 

- ABC May meeting featured a 
report on a Loyalist Tory agent. 
- CAR is having a fundraiser for its 
state project at the Schaumburg 
Boomers BB game August 28. The 
Illinois color guard (primarily Fox 
Valley compatriots) will bring in the 
colors and ILSCAR President Abbey 
Rogers will throw out the ceremoni-
al first pitch. 
- ABC still faces challenges for fill-
ing officer positions: president and 
registrar.  
- Fox Valley President Ted Miller 
reports that Fox Valley has several 
upcoming events including a Drill 
and Grill event.   
- A grave marking in some form will 
be in the works for 2022.  
- FV will hopefully be marching in 
the Woodstock Christmas Parade. 

Central Region VP report: Sid Welles. 
- GJB info is very exciting to hear 
from Gordon, including a brochure 
recognizing first responders.  
- EJS to have a gravemarking in 
Sept 11 in Franklin. Four RW patri-
ots are burried there.  

Southern Region VP: Joe Cramer 
- DuQuoin State Fair is coming up, 
being coordinated by Gerry 
Whitsun.  

Ladies Auxilliary Presentation: Tina 
Robinson 
- $700 Raised in the auction for the 
grave marking program.  

Chapter Presentation Tom Ashby 
- AV presentation on his trip to the 
national congress in Seattle with 
his wife Linda.  
- You can write off any expenses for 
attending the congress, Tom says. 
- Toby Chamberlain and his wife 
Sue went also.  
- There were fun activities and 
tours in addition to SAR business 
meetings. 
- Tom said the oration contest win-
ners gave their presentations which 
he said were outstanding. 
- The actual congress business ses-
sions began with the DAR national 
president speaking. 
- Other national contest winners 
appeared on the stage at the Youth 
Awards Luncheon. 
- The new PG, Davis Wright was 
installed on the final day and was 
allowed to wear George 
Washington’s signet ring for part of 
the ceremony. 

Project Committee Reports 

Minutes from the August 14 Meeting in Normal 



Tech Committee is vacant. A computer 
savvy volunteer is needed. 

Eagle Scout Committee George 
Tinkham.  
- There were two state scholarship 
winners this year. from CZM and 
Springfield chapters.  
- Springfield chapter is doing an 
Eagle Scout project on a DAR monu-
ment that the scout is protecting 
from erosion. The DAR is support-
ing the project also.  
- George is planning to give a pre-
sentation at the next BOM meeting 
for chapters to improve their con-
tacts with scout groups.  

Flag Awards: Ted Miller 
- 11 Flag awards given out this year 
so far. Two from Ft. Dearborn and 9 
from FV.  
- There will be a national flag 
memorial in Batavia, IL. 3/4 of the 
funding is in. This is not a SAR pro-
ject but ILSSAR might want to 
financially support it since it will be 
in Illinois.  

GWF Report Toby Chamberlain. 
- Mr. and Mrs. Whitsun joined at 
Friday’s dinner, along with VPG Bill 
Austin. 
- There is $33,000.00 available to 
spend from the fund for projects in 
Illinois. 

Historical sites and cemetery mark-

ings. Jim Wallace absent but Mike 
Campagnolo gave the reports. 
- ILSSAR has a hardcover copy 
Revolutionary Patriots burried in Illinois 
which will be given to Jim Wallace. 
The book is also online. 

Illinois Patriot newsletter: Scott 
Sanders 
- Except for three known recipients, 
the July issue was literally lost in 
the mail.  
- It was printed, delivered to the 
Elgin post office and apparently 
sent by them to their regional dis-
tribution center for sending to indi-
vidual post offices by zip codes. 
That’s the last I, and Don Anderson 
at Creekside Printing, have heard of it.  
- Don is trying to follow up with the 
Elgin Postmaster but might be get-
ting a runaround. No definitive 
answer from the post office is forth-
coming.  
- This represents about a $1,190.00 
loss, about $360.00 for postage and 
the rest for printing. 
- It was suggested that Kevin Babb 
be contacted about what to do from 
a legal standpoint. 

ROTC Report: none 
Hero and Law Enforcement Awards Sid 

Welles 
- He has booklets available that list 
the awards and requirements. 

History Teacher of the Year Award 
Mike Compagnolo 
- Gary List will be taking this chair-
manship on going forward and is 
very enthusiastic about it. 

Veteran Affairs Lou Myers 
- There will be tables at both the 
Springfield and DuQuoin state fairs. 
- Lou recapped the problems at the 
LaSalle Veterans home which 
resulted in 300 vets and 70-80 
workers getting Covid. State 
bureaucracy ensued. Hopefully 
things will be getting better.  

Upcoming Events Mike Campagnolo 
- Tentative dates for upcoming BOM 
meetings are February 11-12 in Mt. 
Vernon and May 13-14 in 
Springfield. 

Patriot Medal Toby Chamberlain 
- Anyone can recommend someone 
but nominations from chapters 
must be sent soon and through the 
chapter presidents. Three medals 
are available.  
- Nominations do not carry over 
from year to year. 

Benediction, recessional, and adjourn-
ment.

Minutes from the August 14 Meeting in Normal 

The GJB chapter celebrated Constitution 
Day at an annual joint meeting with the DAR 
on September 17, 2021.  This is an annual 
joint meeting that is held with the Letitia 
Green Stevenson Chapter of  the DAR that is 
also in Bloomington.   

At this meeting we had our keynote speak-
er, Judge Paul Lawrence, talk about his twenty 
years of  experience interpreting the 
Constitution.  In addition to our keynote 
speaker we also honored our selected nominees 
in Law Enforcement, Fire Safety, EMS, and 
Heroism. We also presented a SAR Life Saving 
Certificate and Commendation Medal.  

 This joint meeting was held in the Grace 
Church Activity Center at 1311 W Hovey, 
Normal, Illinois 61761.

General Joseph Bartholemew Chapter
GJB Chapter commemorates Constitution Day
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From left: Greg Scott, retiring interim Chief of the Bloomington Police 
Department (Certificate of Distinguished Service)—Officer Matthew Russell 
of the Bloomington Police Department (Law Enforcement Certificate and 
Commendation Medal)—11th Circuit Court Judge Paul Lawrence (keynote 
speaker)—Stephen Kern, Member, General Joseph Bartholomew Chapter of 
the SAR—Officer Kylie Hepler and Dylan Miller of the Normal Police 
Department (Life Saving Certificate and Commendation Medal)—Detective 
Bryan Hanner of the McLean County Sheriff’s Office (Law Enforcement 
Certificate and Commendation Medal)---McLean County State’s Attorney 
Aaron Frederic (Law Enforcement Certificate and Commendation Medal.  
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On August 28, 2021 Members of  the ILSSAR 
Northern Illinois Color Guard were honored 
to present The Colors at Wintrust Field in 
Schaumburg, IL. prior to a Schaumburg 
Boomers baseball game. Color Guard mem-
bers Mike Campagnolo, Jon Fixmer, Max 
Cockrell and Ron Feldman, all from the Fox 
Valley Chapter, represented the Northern 
Illinois Region Color Guard. 
   Also before the game, ILSCAR President 
Abbey Rogers threw out the first pitch. 
ILSCAR partnered with the Schaumburg 
Boomers minor league baseball team to help 
raise money for her state project raising 
money for Lemons for Love to purchase case 
packages for people and pets going through 
chemotherapy.  

Fox Valley Color 
Guard presents 
Colors at 
Schaumburg 
Boomers game

ILSSAR Color 
Guard members 
from left: Jon 
Fixmer (Fox 
Valley Chapter), 
Max Cockrell 
(Fox Valley), Ron 
Feldman (Fox 
Valley), and 
Illinois State 
President Mike 
Campagnolo.

Fox Valley Chapter



The Lewis & Clark Chapter of  the Illinois 
Society of  Sons of  the American Revolution 
joined the City of  Red Bud in honoring RBPD 
officers Mike Collins and Luke Horrell July 21.  

Dan Crafton, a member of  the chapter's 
leadership team and Red Bud resident, pre-
sented each officer a law enforcement com-
mendation medal and certificate. Red Bud 
Mayor Susan Harbaugh also presented awards 
to the officers. 

Red Bud Police Chief  John Brittingham 
told family, friends, city officials and fellow offi-
cers that on the morning of  May 23, officers 
Collins and Horrell were engaged with an 
armed, aggressive and violent suspect.  

“While engaged with this suspect, the sus-
pect shot Officer Collins. Officer Collins, while 
shot in the leg, continued to fight along with 

Officer Horrell. 
Collins told Horrell that he could not get 

the firearm from the suspect's hands and that if  
the suspect rolled, he would lose control of  the 
situation. 

“Officer Collins informed Officer Horrell 
the suspect was beginning to roll. Officer 
Horrell had no other choice but to attempt to 
end the conflict by using deadly force,” 
Brittingham said. 

The suspect continued to struggle even 
after he had been shot, Brittingham continued.  

“The officers, after the struggle and in the 
true nature of  law enforcement, called for an 
ambulance and attempted to render aid to the 
suspect to save his life.” 

Brittingham said he has known Horrell 
since he was in high school and Collins since 

he was in the police academy. 
“Both are excellent people and outstanding 

police officers.” 
Horrell previously worked on the 

Caruthersville, Mo. police department and 
Collins worked in Washington Park, 
Brittingham said. 

“To think Red Bud is where this would 
happen surprised everyone, but shows that evil 
can happen anywhere.” 

Besides the RBPD and RBFD, officers rep-
resenting the Randolph County and Monroe 
County sheriff's departments, the Waterloo 
Police Department and the Illinois State Police 
attended the ceremony. 

Left to right are Red Bud Chief of Police John Brittingham; Cathy Collins, mother of Officer Mike Collins; Mike Collins; Dan Crafton,    
representing the Lewis & Clark Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution; and Officer Luke Horrell and his fiancé, Allison Tillman.

Lewis & Clark Chapter
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The Long Knives Chapter recently undertook something new for our Chapter.  
Using the S.A.R. Manual, an accumulated collection of  old, very warn American 
Flags were properly “retired” by fire. The Ceremony itself  followed the strict proto-
cols that are required, including speeches, prayers, and Twenty-One Gun Salute. 
Two dozen Flags were retired during the solemn event. The Salute was performed 
using one of  the cannons owned by Compatriot Evert Rhine. Six cannon shots are 
equivalent to 21 musket rounds. After the Ceremony, refreshments were offered to 
spectators, Compatriots, and spouses at the spacious Rhine farm. The Long Knives 
will be performing this task again, as collections of  old flags accumulate.

Long Knives Chapter
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Outstanding citizen honored

From left in above left photo are: Jack Cramer, Blake Eversman, and Lance 
Newman. Eversman received the Outstanding Citizenship Award for his efforts to 
rebuild a memorial site in Harrisburg, IL above.

In Harrisburg, Illinois, there is a Memorial to Saline 
County Veterans.  The Memorial is laid out in a pattern 
that replicates the National Cemetery at Arlington, 
Virginia.  The Memorial was first begun in 1939 and 
added to on multiple occasions as more Killed in Action 
Veterans’ markers were added to the Memorial Site.  
The older portion to the memorial was becoming very 
run down. A man named Don Cooper got the idea for 
refurbishing the Memorial after his participation in the 
Honors Flight Program to Washington, D.C. A high 

school Senior named Blake Eversman has volunteered his time and energy in rebuild-
ing the site.  The Long Knives Chapter has chosen to Honor Eversman with the SAR 
Outstanding Citizenship Award for his selfless devotion to the task.

Something Old, Something New, Something Red, White, and Blue
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The Long Knives Chapter welcomes aboard three new compatriots.  Max Doer, Dennis Smith, and 
Eugene Van Winkle Jr. were presented with their membership certificates and SAR rosettes at the 
chapter’s May meeting. Huzzah!

Recently, the Long Knives Chapter had the oppor-
tunity to re-dedicate the grave of  Patriot John 
Scarborough.  He died in 1846 and he is buried in the 
Old Benton Cemetery, Benton, Illinois.   Members of  
the Long Knives Color Guard installed a SAR granite 
marker alongside the original headstone.

From left: Gerry Whitson, Jack 
Cramer and Joe Harris manned a 
table at the Illinois State Fair in 
DuQuoin.

Long Knives Chapter

Patriot’s Grave Re-Dedicated

From left in above photo are: Jack Cramer, Tom Edmondson, Jim Wallace, and Jim Whitt.

Long Knives Chapter Welcomes New Members

Long Knives at the 
DuQuoin State Fair
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A Special Treat
    The Long Knives Chapter was treated 
during its May meeting with a presentation 
by the noted reenactor Seth Graves.  
During this meeting, Seth portrayed a War 
of  1812 soldier and presented a brief  histo-
ry of  the war.   
    You may remember Seth for his Lewis 
and Clarke Presentation at a BOM meeting 
two years ago in Mt. Vernon, IL.  Seth is a 
man that really knows his history.  We’re 
lucky to have him as a valuable resource.


