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Guess
Who’s
Coming
To
Dinner?

No, you don’t
have to guess

because I’m going to tell you.
President General Larry Guzy and First

Lady Karin will be joining us in May, 2018
for our Annual Dinner and Awards Night and
the Ladies Auxiliary Silent Auction plus the
Board of Managers Meeting the following
morning followed by our Youth and
Community Awards presentation.

Also joining us is Compatriot Russell
(Russ) DeVenney and his wife Laura. Russ is
the National Society Chairman of the George
Washington Society Fund Distribution
Committee. He is the “Go to Guy” who has
helped us obtain George Washington Society
funds to help with our Cemetery Marking
program over the past five years. Compatriot
DeVenney is a Past National Society Registrar
General.

The day after PG Guzy was installed I
contacted him by way of his Adjutant LTC
Retired Brooks Lyles who is a member of the
Kansas Society and VPG of the International
District. Several days later Brooks informed
me the President General had accepted our
invitation and would be joining us for Friday
dinner and the Saturday Board of Managers
Meeting plus our Youth and Community
Awards Lunch.

Both PG Guzy and Compatriot DeVenney
have Midwest and Illinois connections. The
PG’s wife, Karin, is from Wisconsin. 

Toby Chamberlain

Parading The Colors
in Springfield

From left: Tom Ashby, Drew Robinson, Governor Bruce Rauner, Erica Cohen, Tina
Robinson, Caleb Cohen, Julia Cohen, Linda Ashby, Jim DeGroff, and Mike, Campagnolo. 

Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner
greeted and shook hands with
Illinois compatriots who marched
and rode in this year's Illinois
State Fair's Twilight Parade which
kicked off the state fair August 10.
They passed out more than 1000
small flags this year, donated by
Compatriot and Past ILSSAR
President Tom Ashby, right.  

Caleb Cohen, 7, waits to 
hand out hundreds of flags 

Photos by Scott Sanders

President’s Message continued on P.2
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A Message From President Toby Chamberlain...
The PG grew up in Missouri but has fami-

ly that donated land bordering Lake
Shelbyville in Shelby County, Illinois for the
Margret Guzy Pot Hole Wetlands and Water
Restoration Area. Compatriot DeVenney now
lives in Missouri but grew up in Waukegan,
Illinois and still visits with high school class-
mates there.

Our Annual Dinner and Awards Night is
always well attended and with PG Guzy and
Compatriot DeVenney coming, I think we
may have a new record of attendees. If I am
correct, please consider making your hotel,
dinner and lunch reservations as soon as
details become available.

With the President General’s visit there is a
host of protocol items to be taken care of prior
to his arrival. 

I will start on the check list in the very
near future and will be contacting some of you
to ask for your help.

Illinois State Fair
Again this year, a few hardy Illinois Society

Compatriots braved the August heat to partici-
pate in the Illinois State Fair Twilight Parade
in Springfield. The Illinois Society Color
Guard was in the “Honors Section” that leads
the parade. This year the parade was viewed
by an estimated 4,000 spectators. 

Prior to the start of the parade, Illinois
Governor Bruce Rauner stopped by to visit
with many of the ILSSAR participants.

During Veterans Day at the State Fair,
three Springfield Chapter members, Lou
Myers, Dick Chamblin and Toby
Chamberlain manned a SAR information
table and talked to fair attendees about the
SAR and how to become a member.  

Du Quoin State Fair
Compatriots from the Long Knives (Jerry

Whitson and Jack Cramer) and Lewis and
Clark (Dan Crafton) Chapters banded togeth-
er to not only help feed veterans on Veterans

Day at the fair but also got the word out about
SAR and SAR membership to fair attendees. 

Othniel Looker Chapter Disbands
It is never enjoyable to talk about the

demise of one of our state society chapters but
at the last Board of Mangers Meeting, mem-
bers in attendance voted to temporarily close
the Othniel Looker Chapter and move its
members to Ewington. See Senior Vice
President Jim DeGroff’s comments for details.

200th Anniversary 
Illinois will celebrate its 200th anniversary

in 2018. Special events are being planned state
wide to celebrate this momentous achievement. 

I encourage chapters to seek out events in
your area and become involved. Wear your
uniform or period clothing if your members
have them.  You can also set up a SAR infor-
mation table and try recruiting new members.
I’m sure there are many more ways to get the
SAR noticed. Canvas your members for sug-
gestions of what you can do in your area.

Continued from P. 1

The new ILSSAR tri-fold is a very effec-
tive tool for recruiting.  Some chapters have
chosen to go one step further and create a
personalized chapter tri-fold.  Chapters will
be responsible for the costs of creating and
printing chapter brochures, however it
shows the community what activities your
local chapter is involved in.  

As stated in the last Patriot, beginning
Jan 1, 2018 we will be posting and emailing
the Board of Management(BOM) agenda
and minutes package to the board for the

next board meeting.  In addition, all Patriot
newsletters can be viewed the same way. Members will review and print
what they need for the BOM.  A member wanting a printed copy will
be required to print his own.  Compatriots without email will be receiv-
ing black and white newsletters by snail mail. These efforts will save us
as a minimum of $3,000 per year. So it is imperative that you notify us
of any email address changes.  The BOM packages are part of that sav-
ings. The BOM voted to have the Recording Secretary send the file of
Agenda, Minutes, Officer Reports and Committee reports to the web-
master for posting. The webmaster will then notify each Board member
that it is posted. Each Board member can read it online or print what
he needs. Posting will also get the minutes of the last BOM to the
Board much sooner.

At the August BOM we voted to temporarily disband the Othniel
Looker (OL) chapter and merge it with Ewington. OL members and
their future dues will be sent to Ewington. Ewington is growing under
the leadership of Compatriot Joe Harris and has supported as many
programs as possible. Now with this effort, Ewington should expand its
programs. At such time as the Othniel Looker (OL) area has members
to assume officer positions and become actively involved, it will be rein-
stated as a viable chapter again.  Illinois SAR has many strong chapters
supporting all of our programs. It is hoped each chapter supports at
least some programs and has elections and meetings. 

Two programs dear to my heart are the Outstanding History
Teacher award, and Outstanding Citizen awards. Great American
History teachers create students interested in history. Each year as state
chair I send each chapter a sample letter to be sent to the schools
American History teacher so it’s easy to implement.  Additionally, the
Outstanding Citizen award gives the chapter great visibility in the com-
munity.  Both are easily implemented. If you need help, let me know.

ILLINOIS SOCIETY 
SONS OF 

THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
OFFICERS 2016-2018

President ——–––——–——Toby Chamberlain
Sr. Vice Pres. ——–––––––––––— Jim DeGroff
Vice Pres. N. Region —–––– Mike Campagnolo
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Vice Pres. S. Region ————– Dan Crafton
Secretary ————––––––––– Drew Robinson
Treasurer ———————–— Dick Chamblin
Recording Secretary ——–——–—— Gary List
Registrar ————–––––––––— Garry Grugan
Genealogist ———–——––––––––– Ron Peck
Chancellor ——————–—––— Kevin Babb
Historian ————––––– Michael Campagnolo
Chaplain ————–——– David K. Ashbrook
Sgt.-at-Arms —–———————– Ken Griffin
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ILSSAR Patriot Newsletter Editor:
Scott Sanders  

( Send articles to w9run1776@gmail.com )

Jim DeGroff

A Message From 
The Sr. Vice President 

By  Jim DeGroff
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The Illinois Society Sons of the American Revolution
Illinois Society quarterly BOM Meeting November 3, &4, 2017

At the Wyndham 700 East Adams, Springfield, Illinois

Wyndham Hotel room discount rate is $119.00 plus tax includes free parking and
breakfast. Cut off date for discount reservations is October 12, 2017. 
Call 217 789-1530 and ask for the Sons of the American Revolution group rate.

Dress is business suit, business dress or uniform.
Friday, November 3 Dinner begins at 7p.m. in the Rendezvous Room. We will
have a cash bar and social hour from 6 to 7 p.m. Following dinner, our speaker is
Geoff Baggett from Cadiz, KY, author of three Revolutionary War novels. His talk will be
“Revolutionary War in a Trunk” about frontier life in KY with his wife explaining womens
clothing and issues.  Geoff will have his books for sale and I have read all three and they
are excellent. He is a Reverend and a SAR member in Ky.
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Saturday, November 4 Board Meeting will start at 8:30 a.m. in Conference Center 4.
Ladies Auxiliary begins at 8:30 in the Conference Center 3 and Lunch begins at 12
noon in the Plaza One. We have had requests for a lighter lunch so we will have
soup and sandwiches for lunch.    

Cut here and return 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -                 
I will attend the BOM meeting but not any meal events: ___________________

Please fill the above out for BOM seating arrangements.

Friday Dinner: Chicken Saltimbocca stuffed with Prosciutto, Mozzarella, 
and Sage, Wild Rice, and green beans:  $40 each
Saturday Luncheon: Broccoli Cheese soup and Deli Meat

assorted Breads $25 each
Member name: _______________________________________ Friday _____ Saturday ____
Spouse name: ________________________________________ Friday _____ Saturday ____
Guest name: _________________________________________ Friday _____ Saturday ____

Special Diet Needs: _____________________________________

Mail personal check payable to “ILSSAR” for meal total to:
Compatriot Jim DeGroff Phone: (H)  618 667-8660 
6 Ridgefield Drive, Troy, IL 62294-1925                      e-mail:  jimdegroff@charter.net
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ILSSAR Calendar of upcoming events 2017/18
September 28 - 30 2017 National SAR

Fall Leadership Meeting, Louisville, KY,
Brown Hotel. Call 888 888-5252 and ask for
the Sons of the American Revolution rate.
Registration can be found at SAR.ORG,
Compatriots, Leadership Information, then
Register.

October 27 - 28, 2017
Great Lakes District Meeting, The 2017

Great Lakes District Meeting will be hosted by
Wisconsin, October 27 and 28. The meeting
will be held at the Marriott Madison West
Hotel, Call 608-831-2000 for reservations with
the discounted SAR rate $159 plus tax and
free parking but no meals are included.

November 3 and 4
Board of Managers meeting at the

Wyndham, Springfield. Rooms at $119 each
night for the SAR rate with free breakfast and
free parking. Wyndham Springfield City
Centre 700 E Adams Street, Springfield, IL
62701 Ph: 217.789.1530. After the evening din-
ner our speaker will be Geoff Baggett from
Cadiz, KY author of three Revolutionary War
novels. His talk will be “Revolutionary War in
a Trunk” about frontier life in KY with his
wife explaining womens clothing and issues.  

Baggett will have his books there for sale.

Illinois’ Eagle Scout national winner Joseph Jaeger received a
$10,000 Scholarship when he became the national Eagle Scout win-
ner at the National Congress. From left in photo at left are: National
Eagle Scout Chairman Ed Regal, Joseph Jaeger, and President
General Mike Tomme.

In the above photo, Rumbaugh Orations candidate Alex Shura was
a national finalist, one of six, at the Congress.  From left in the
above photo are: President General Mike Tomme, Alex Shura, and
Larry McKinley, Rumbaugh Orations Committee.

ILSSAR Registrar – Garry Grugan
Effective immediately, my e-mail address is 

gagrugansar@gmail.com.  
Please update your contact information accordingly.  

I apologize for the inconvenience.

Drew Robinson

TheRobinsons_@comcast.net

Sr. VP Jim DeGroff says he has read all three
and says they are excellent. Baggett is a rev-
erend and an SAR member in Kentucky.

Feb  2 and 3, 2018
Board of Managers meeting at the

Wyndham, Springfield. Rooms at $110 each
night for the SAR rate with free breakfast and
free parking. Wyndham Springfield City
Centre 700 E Adams Street, Springfield, IL
62701 Ph: 217.789.1530 . Our dinner speaker
will be Joy Upton on DNA testing and
Genealogy. 

March 1 – 3, 2018
SAR Spring Leadership Meeting,

Louisville, KY, Brown Hotel. Call 888 888-
5252 and ask for the Sons of the American
Revolution rate.

May  11 and 12, 2018
Board of Managers meeting at the

Wyndham, Springfield. Rooms at $119 each
night for the SAR rate with free breakfast and
free parking. Wyndham Springfield City
Centre 700 E Adams Street, Springfield, IL
62701 Ph: 217.789.1530 .  This meeting is our
annual SAR individual awards night and will
have the Ladies Auxiliary Auction. Special
guest will be NSSAR President General
Larry Guzy and the First Lady in attendance.  

July 12-19, 2018 
National SAR 128th Congress, Houston

TX, at the Houston Westin, Memorial City.
$159 per night at 800 937-8461 as for NSSAR
or the National Society Sons of the American
Revolution group rate or on-line at starwood-
meeting.com/book/NSSAR2018.

August 9, 10, & 11, 2018
Illinois SAR Board of Managers meeting

dates are 10 August Thursday for the State
Fair. The BOM dinner is 11 August Friday
night at the Wyndham, Springfield, IL.  We
have rooms at $110 each night at the SAR
rate, with free breakfast and free parking and
for those staying Saturday 12 August.
Wyndham Springfield City Centre 700 E
Adams Street, Springfield, IL 62701 Ph:
217.789.1530. The speaker is tba.

Oct 26 and 27, 2018
NSSAR Great Lakes District meeting and

ILSSAR Board of Management meeting at
the Wyndham, Springfield. Rooms at $121
each night for the SAR rate with free break-
fast and free parking. Wyndham Springfield
City Centre 700 E Adams Street, Springfield,
IL 62701 Ph: 217.789.1530 . Our dinner
speaker is to be determined. Black Tie or
Uniform for Friday night dinner.

Illinois winners are
also national winners
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ABC welcomes two new
members at August meeting

From left: ABC President Chris Jenner, new inductees Lee Braden and
Nicholas Tenuto, and ABC Sergeant at Arms Geoffrey Thompson.

American Bicentennial Chapter

CZM holds long overdue
funeral for Revolutionary 
War soldier

Tom Ashby & Mike Tubbs take part in the
ceremony at Springdale Cemetery, Peoria  for
William Crow. At right, Tom Ashby presents
the flag to Crow descendent Ernie Crow.

The August 2017 meeting of the Illinois ABC Chapter of the
SAR opened with the induction of two new members, Lee Braden
and Nicholas Tenuto. 

Next on the agenda, ABC Compatriot Bruce Wright gave a
presentation on tips and techniques that he has used in successful-
ly documenting thirteen supplemental applications with the SAR.
Bruce’s presentation covered mind mapping, Internet search tech-
niques and websites to focus on, DNA, useful genealogy books, as
well as genealogical organizations with extensive and helpful data-
bases.  The audience also volunteered internet search and website
suggestions. 

After a lunch of pizza and beverages during which all had a
good time, the meeting was adjourned.

Captain Zeally Moss Chapter

Captain Zeally Moss participated in a funeral with the
Peoria DAR for a Revolutionary Soldier, William Crow, of
Pottstown, a man who never had military rights. He
requested them, but no one was available. This was
brought to the attention of the Peoria DAR. Mike Tubbs,
Color Guard Commander of Captain Zeally Moss SAR,
called every Crow family in the Peoria phone book and
found his descendents.

The Peoria Chapter of the Daughters of the American
Revolution dedicated a memorial marker at Springdale
Cemetery to honor Crow. The Peoria DAR & Captain
Zeally Moss did the cemetery part with the Rifle Squad
and Color Guard. Then at our next meeting, the family
was in attendance and a 13 Star American Flag was pre-
sented to his descendents. Crow was buried in Pottstown on
the family farm in 1854

Standing from left: Jim Miller CG, Mike Tubbs CG, Sean Sarver, Tom Ashby CG,
Jenny Sarver, John Foster CG, Arron Miller CG, Billy Cook CG,  Steve Crow (at
far right). Seated from left:  Ernie Crow & wife Jo Crow. 
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Decatur
Chapter

Eagle Scout from
Hudson honored
by GJB chapter

The installation of officers of the Stephen
Decatur chapter took place on June 16,
2017. Pictured from left are: Dick Chamblin,
Treasurer; Drew Robinson, Secretary; Larry
Burkett, Vice-President and Historian; 
Dave Miller, President and Genealogist; and
ILSSAR President Toby Chamberlain.

Elijah member Pastor Clark Killingsworth, right above, presents an Eagle Scout certificate
to Mitchell Ratcliff, of Hudson, IL in a ceremony at College Baptist Church in Normal, IL.

General Joseph Bartholemew Chapter

The GJB SAR Chapter Meeting was held
at the 1st Presbyterian Church, Normal, IL,
June 14, 2017 at 7:30 am. There were 20
attendees which included 12 members and 8
representatives from area Law Enforcement
Departments and Agencies. The meeting was
hosted by Dave Ashbrook and Jeff Kretlow.

The meeting was opened with the Pledge
of Allegiance, SAR Pledge, Invocation, and
welcoming by J. Gordon Bidner, GJB SAR
CH Pres. followed by Comments on the need
for and appreciation of our Law Enforcement
Departments and Agencies by Robert
Harsbarger, our newest Associate Member. 

After breakfast and the business aspects of
the meeting were completed The Law En-
forcement Departments and Agency’s repre-
sentatives from Illinois State Police District 6,
Bloomington Police Department, McLean

County Sheriff's Office, Illinois State
University Police Department, Normal Police
Department, Livingston County Sheriff's
Office, and Woodford County Sheriff’s Office
were then each presented with a GJB SAR
Chapter Certificate by Jeff Kretlow, GJB SAR
VP and Chairman of the Flag, Law
Enforcement, Fire Safety, and EMS
Committee to express our support and grati-
tude to all their members for all their efforts
in protecting and maintaining a safe and
orderly society in view of the recent negative
media in reporting on their work. 

Jeff Kretlow then read a poem, Old Glory,
and announced the annual GJB SAR Flag
Award went to Mr. Gregg Meeks for his dis-
play of OLD GLORY daily in a correct man-
ner. Unfortunately he was unable to attend.

On Sunday, July 16, Clark Killingsworth,
GJB SAR chapter member of the Eagle Scout
Committee, honored Mitchell Ratcliff at
College Avenue Baptist Church with a SAR
certificate recognizing his advancement to the
rank of Eagle Scout in the Boy Scouts of
America. Mitchell belongs to Hudson Troop
#0957 which is sponsored by the Lion’s Club
of Hudson. Mitchell passed the Boy Scout’s
Board of Review on Saturday, July 8. He is
the son of Mike and Michelle Ratcliff of
Normal and the fifth of the Ratcliff ’s five sons
to achieve the Eagle Scout rank. 

Mitchell’s Court of Honor is being post-
poned for at least a year as he will be leaving
by the end of July for Japan. Mitchell was
selected to represent the Twin Cities on the
55th Anniversary of the Bloomington Normal
Asahikawa Sister Cities High School student
exchange program for the 2017-2018 school
year. 

Police and EMS personnel honored 

The GJB SAR Chapter participates in the
NSSAR program of collection of biographies
of our chapter's Patriot ancestors. We have
submitted 34 bios and have been running a
series with one published in each edition of
our chapter newsletter. The following is an
excerpt of the biography of Chapter
Compatriot William White, descended from
Patriot Nathaniel Donham Jr.

Nathaniel Donham, Jr. was born in 1733
in Woodbridge, Middlesex County, New
Jersey. He enlisted in the Revolution as a
Private in Matthias Ogden’s 1st Reg., New
Jersey Continental Line on Feb 4, 1777 and
served until May 20, 1783, a little over 6
years. 

GJB publishes chapter’s
compatriots’ biographies
one at a time

Continued on next page



Sons Of The American Revolution                                                  The Illinois Patriot October 2017 Page 7

Nathaniel first married Mary Sutton in
1765, by whom he had four children, John,
David, Lewis, and Mary. He later married
Kesiah Crosley in 1775, by whom he had six
children, Henry, Abel, Amos, Robert,
William, and Jonathan. 

After the Revolution, Nathaniel brought
his family to Washington County,
Pennsylvania. 

In 1787, 215 acres of land in Washington
County (later Greene County) on Ruffs Creek
was granted by the state of Pennsylvania to
Nathaniel, which he called ‘Sherwood’. He
probably named this tract for Sherwood
Forest of Robin Hood fame, since his immi-
grant ancestor, ‘Deacon’ John Dunham of the
Plymouth Colony, was born at Scrooby in
Nottinghamshire, England near that same
forest. 

In 1794 he emigrated with most of his
family down the Ohio River by flat boat and
landed at the mouth of the Little Miami,
twelve miles above Cincinnati. They made
their way about twelve miles up the Little
Miami and established home in Pierce
Township on what was known as the ‘Round
Bottom’ of the Little Miami River. He
appears on the voter list in Cincinnati,
Hamilton County, Ohio in 1799. He was the
first Donham of record in Clermont County,
Ohio. 

The Clermont County Genealogical
Society lists him as one of Clermont’s illustri-
ous heroes who fought the British in 1776.
Nathaniel Donham’s will, which was dated
Sep 29, 1812, was witnessed by James Arthur
and James Arthur’s son, Joseph Arthur. 

Nathaniel Donham, Jr.’s son, William,
married Sarah Arthur, daughter of James
Arthur, and son John, married Elizabeth
Brown, daughter of George Brown. Nathaniel
Donham died in 1820 in Clermont County,
Indiana. The location of his grave is
unknown, although probably somewhere in
Pierce Township 

Continued from previous page
GJB publishes chapter’s
compatriots’ biographies
one at a time...

Fort Dearborn Chapter

We continually hear from our members
that they wish that they could attend events
whether they be banquets, meetings or other
chapter/society events.  Fortunately, the cost of
technology to bring these videos to you contin-
ues to come down and the functionality is con-
tinually increasing.  

Starting with the ILSSAR November
board of managers (BOM) meeting, we will
begin publishing Illinois Society meetings.  We
are using technology from Livestream called

Mevo (https://getmevo.com/).  
The Mevo camera is a small device which

can either record content to a memory card or
it can be live streamed via Facebook,
Livestream, Periscope or YouTube.  Initially
we will be recording events and then publish-
ing those recordings to our YouTube channel.  

If our members find the solution useful, we
will look for other opportunities where we can
use this technology.

It is becoming more and more common for people to carry less cash with them and use cred-
it/debit cards for purchases.  Likewise, fewer people are writing checks to pay their bills instead
opting to use online banking.  The above reasons underscore why the Fort Dearborn Chapter
has looked to begin using PayPal.  

In 2016, PayPal processed $7.3 billion in online donations.  Fort Dearborn is looking to tap
into some of these donations by adding a donate button on the Fort Dearborn web page at
http://www.dearbornsar.org.  

Fort Dearborn has also begun using PayPal Here credit card processing system to accept
credit card payments at events.  Fort Dearborn hopes to use this technology to increase sales of
promotional items such as challenge coins of which all proceeds go towards our various pro-
grams to support veterans and other local causes.  We hope that this technology will be useful to
our members by offering another form of payment at lunches and events onsite using an iPad or
iPhone with the connected card reader.

Organizations of all shapes and sizes have
been moving away from paper towards digital
for over a decade.  Printing newsletters is cost-
ly, inconvenient and slower to publish.
Printing requires assistance from a profession-
al printing company or newer printers with
costly print cartridges.  Beyond the cost of
printing itself, printed editions suffer from
postage costs, inability to access when you are
away from home and lack of support to search
the document for key terms or articles.

For all of the reasons above, and others,
the Illinois Society SAR will be transitioning
to digital.  There are a number of things that
you can do to make the transition easier.  

All of our newsletters will be sent from the
email address ‘newsletter@illinois-sar.org’.  In

your email program, please be sure to add this
email address to your contacts or “whitelist”
this email address.  This will help avoid our
newsletter getting “lost” in spam filters.

Regardless of whether you are running
Mac or Windows, please be sure that you have
the latest version of Adobe Reader installed by
going to https://get.adobe.com/reader/

If you plan to read newsletters on your
Apple (iPad or iPhone) or Android/Google
device, please go to the Google Play or iTunes
store.

In addition to receiving newsletters by
email, all ILSSAR members will be able to
download current and prior editions of The
Illinois Patriot at https://www.illinois-
sar.org/newsletters.html.

Many state SAR functions to be
switched to digital delivery

Fort Dearborn now using Pay Pal 

Bringing Illinois Society SAR meetings directly to your computer

South Carolina Navy FlagNew England Navy Flag

Did You Know
During the Revolutionary

War 11 states created
their own navies.
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Chapter members learn
how to shoot long rifles

Summer events and planning for fall
activities keep chapter members busy 

On June 25, in Wilmington, IL, FV
members conducted a memorial
service for a former SAR member.
Stephen Willson loved being a
member of SAR. His widow Sharon
requested a service in his memory
and the Fox Valley Chapter was
honored to help. Observing a
moment of silence during the cere-
mony at right are Chip Dawes, Mike
Campagnolo, and Jon Fixmer. 

Fox Valley Chapter

Earlier this summer, several chapter members learned how to load and fire black
powder muskets and rifles at the Rock Run Long Rifles Shooting Club in
Winnebago, IL, west of Rockford. Above, instructor Ray Swenson watches Mike
Campagnolo take a shot with a flintlock musket. At right, Chip Dawes and his broth-
er Charles load up for the next shot.

By Mike Campagnolo, 
Fox Valley Vice President
Fox Valley compatriots Scott Sanders and I

marched in the State Fair Twilight Parade on
Thursday August 10 in Springfield. The weather
was much more pleasant that last year. I carried
the banner along with CZM Compatriot Tom
Ashby. Scott tried to keep up while photographing
the marchers. Before the parade started, Governor
Rauner shook hands with the marchers and posed
for a group photo. After that, we attended the
Board of Managers Dinner on Friday Aug. 11 and the
business meeting on Saturday Aug. 12.

At the business meeting, I received the Liberty
Award and Certificate for our Registrar Ted
Miller, for his great work at helping new members
complete their applications. Ted has done an out-
standing job. The Registrar’s position is the heart
of our chapter. The Liberty Award was originally
presented at the NSSAR Convention in Knoxville, TN
last month.

Planning for the Daniel Burroughs Grave
Marking is coming along nicely. It is scheduled for
October 14 at 11am at Griswold Cemetery in
Plano, IL. 

I ordered the post and plaque on July 13. We
will cement the post in place Saturday September
30. The ceremony will be two weeks later on
October 14. All chapter members are invited to
attend and honor this Patriot who is buried in our midst.

We are still looking for a speaker for the Fall
Dinner. We all agreed on having a luncheon at the
Lincoln Banquets in Batavia. on Sunday October 22.

We are looking at October 1, the first Sunday
in the month, for another muzzleloading shoot at
Rock Run Longrifles in Winnebago, IL.

FV Color Guard members march through downtown Wheaton in its Independence
Day parade along with the DAR and CAR. From left are Compatriots Jon Fixmer,
Chip Dawes, Ted Miller, and Ray Beets.                                     Photos by Scott Sanders
Former compatriot honored
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The Genl. George Rogers Clark Chapter conducted a
gravemarking ceremony honoring Revolutionary War veter-
an Adonijah Griswold. He was born on 11 Jun 1758 at New
Milford, Connecticut and died 1 Sep 1841. He served in the
Vermont Militia. He entered the service in Vermont under
Capt. Joshua Barnum and Major Gideon Brownson,
Vermont Militia, serving as a scout until 1778. He was taken
prisoner and held in Quebec until 1781. The GGRC Chapter
was pleased to have members of the Apple Creek Prairie,
Ninian Edwards and Silver Creek DAR Chapters attend as
well as numerous descendants of the patriot attend.

Participating were: front row (L-R), Charles Casey, Jerry Oglesby, and Bob Kilzer. Middle
row: Bill Emery, John Stanton, and Phil Bailey. Third row: Jim DeGroff, Lynn Hargus, Justin
Ottolini. Fourth row: Tom Beavers, Eric Reelitz, Dennis Lybarger. Not shown is Chris Casey.
Also participating was a member’s granddaughter.

GGRC helps 
celebrate 
Bond County’s 
Bicentennial

GGRC joins with the DAR
to mark the grave of
Adonijah Griswold

General George Rogers Clark Chapter

Members of the Genl. George Rogers
Clark Chapter color guard participated in the
Bond County Bicentennial Parade on July 2,
2017 in Greenville, Illinois. Bond County
Illinois was formed in 1817 out of Madison
County. It was named for Shadrach Bond,
who was then the delegate from the Illinois
Territory to the United States Congress, and
who thereupon became the first governor of
Illinois, serving from 1818 to 1822. Color
guard members carried historic flags during
the parade. 

Fox Valley Chapter

Each September, the Revolutionary War comes alive at
Cantigny Military Park in Wheaton. The Fox Valley
Chapter set up a table with some members in uniform. At
left, Jon Fixmer and Chip Dawes hold off any Redcoats
lurking around. 

Photos by Mike Campagnolo
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Scott Stirnaman (left) and Marty Bert (right)
of the Chester Fire Department accepted the
2017 Law Enforcement Award on behalf of
the family of James Brockmeyer, Chester
police officer killed in the line of duty.
Brockmeyer was also a volunteer fireman. Tyler Guthrie (left) and Tucker Johnson

(right), both of Carlyle, received SAR
Heroism Awards for saving a man from a
car that overturned into a pond.

The Lewis & Clark Chapter of the Illinois Society of Sons of the American Revolution recent-
ly presented it 2017 Fire Safety Commendation Award to the Signal Hill Fire Department,
which serves a five-square-mile area between Belleville and East St. Louis. Bob Blanchard
(center) is SAR fire safety chairman. Accepting for the department were Michelle Hunter-
Render, Gary Bainter, Tim Bainter and Kurt Engel.

The Lewis and Clark Chapter of the
Illinois Society of Sons of the American
Revolution held it awards night June 19 at
Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Belleville. We presented outstanding citizen-
ship, heroism, law enforcement, fire safety,
flag and ROTC awards.

Memorial Day
parades highlight
chapter activities

Lewis & Clark Chapter

Rejuvenated
chapter holds
organizational
meetings

By Bill McLane
William B. McLane was unanimously

elected as the new president of the chapter
during the April meeting replacing Allen
Cooke who has retired and moved out of
state.  This was the first time a chapter elec-
tion has been held in at least the last ten years.

The May meeting was attended by an ade-
quate number of members to have a quorum.
A new constitution was sent to all members
prior to the meeting and the business portion
of the meeting was opened for discussion for
changes to the proposed new Chapter
Constitution.  The only copy of a Chapter
Constitution found was dated 1954.  A vote to
approve the new constitution was held and
approved unanimously by all attending members.

Piankeshaw Chapter

The Piankeshaw Chapter of the SAR and the Alliance Chapter of the DAR had a joint meet-
ing on the 9th of September at the Champaign Country Club. The program was Remembering
WWI. The President of the Board of Trustees of the Champaign County History Museum, TJ
Blakeman, provided a table of WWI artifacts from residents of Champaign County and the
President of the Piankeshaw Chapter of the SAR, William B. McLane, provided four tables of
WWI memorabilia from his extensive military collection.

The table pictured above contains items from McLane’s Grandfather, Bayard Kane Brown, a
career Chief Petty Officer Machinist Mate who served from 1902 to 1921. His service included
service in the Philippine Campaign, the 1911-1917 Mexican Campaign and World War I. The
display also contained a WWI era US Navy enlisted man’s f lat Hat, cased set of a WWI era US
Navy Officer’s fore and aft hat, shoulder boards, and sword belt. The rarest item in the display
is an officer’s presentation sword and scabbard engraved on the blade “E.E TOMPKINS,
ENSIGN, PRESENTED BY NAVAGATORS DIV. U.S.S. ARIZONA 1917.”



Cemetery Marking
Plans are continuing to move forward for

the Mechanicsburg, IL Cemetery marking
located between Dawson and Mechanicsburg.

The marking will honor Revolutionary
War Patriot Luann McDaniel who served as a
nurse at Valley Forge.

The exact date for the marking has not
been determined but will probably take place
in mid to late October, 2017.  

Spare Time
The Springfield Chapter is looking for a

Few Good Men to help out with chapter activ-

ities. Do you have some spare time that you
could dedicate to serving on one or more of
our committees? Chapter committees in need
of your help include Flag Awards, Color
Guard, Good Citizenship, Eagle Scouts,
Veterans Service and more. Contact
Springfield Chapter President Drew Robinson
to find out more.

President Drew Robinson
On May 6, 2017 President Andrew (Drew)

Robinson became President of the Springfield
Chapter when he was given the Oath of
Office by ILSSAR President Toby

Chamberlain.
Drew is as duel member of the Springfield

and Stephen Decatur Chapters and has served
a Vice President in both chapters.

Your Help Is Needed
During the past few months the Springfield

Chapters available funds for supporting our
community and youth projects have been
depleted as a result of our participating in
Good Citizenship and Eagle Scouts programs. 

If you could donate, in any amount, your
donation should be sent to Stephen Bradley.
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Highlights of summer events for the Springfield Chapter

Dick Chamblin places the SAR Presidential
Ribbon on Drew Robinson, above, after he
was given the Chapter President Oath of
Office by Toby Chamberlain, left.

Springfield Chapter

Long Knives Chapter

The Long Knives Chapter participated in the Veteran’s On Parade event in Marion, IL above, on
9/9/17.  In all there were 140 entries and the Long Knives were fortunate to be at the head of the
parade. At left, our newest member Richard Scott receives his membership certificate from
President Jim Wallace on 9/9/17.

A parade and a 
new chapter member 
highlight summer
activities
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Illinois compatriots take part in annual Washington Vigil

Fox Valley Compatriots Jon Fixmer, left, and Chip Dawes, right, stand vigil at Washington’s Tomb September 15 during a recent trip to Mt.
Vernon. It is an annual event, every September. Jon, Chip, and FV VP Mike Campagnolo did three 15 minute shifts during the day from
9:30am to 3:00pm. The vigil was on Saturday the 15th. “It was HOT!” said Mike. “We were in our wool uniforms all day in 88 degree heat. 
Up and down hilly Mt. Vernon. Had a great workout.” 


