
 

 

The Illinois 

Patriot 

Fall 2022 

I l l i n o i s  S o c i e t y  S o n s  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e v o l u t i o n  
I l l i n o i s - s a r . o r g  

Compatriots from Illinois, 
Wisconsin, and Michigan will 
gather in Springfield on Friday 
and Saturday October 28-29 for 
the 2022 Great Lakes District 
Meeting hosted by the Illinois 
Society. Activities and events are 
being planned and finalized. 

Notable guests include 
National Society SAR President 
General and First Lady Bruce and 
Rita Pickette, SAR Foundation 
President Joe Dooley, and four 
State Presidents. 

The weekend will start on 
Friday at 3:30 pm with the 
Presentation of Colors and a 
Wreath Presentation at the 
Lincoln Bust in Oak Ridge 
Cemetery, followed by a visit to 
the President Lincoln Burial 
Chamber. All are invited to attend 
and guests are welcome. If you 
have a uniform or colonial 
clothing, please wear them. 

Activities will then commence 
at the Wyndham City Center 
Hotel. Social hour is in the Vista 
Rooms on the 29th Floor. 6:00 
pm to 6:45. With a Bag Piper 
leading the Color Guard who will 
present the Colors, the formal 
Friday dinner will begin. After 
introducing VIPs and guests, 
dinner will be served. Black tie, 
colonial, or business attire 
expected. 

PG Pickette and SAR 
Foundation President Joe Dooley 

will have remarks. 
Our guest speaker is Dr. 

Samuel Wheeler. Dr. Wheeler is a 
noted President Lincoln historian 
who will talk about the Lincoln 
Legacy and what the 
Revolutionary War meant to him. 

Additional hotel and dinner 
reservation information and form 
is included in the Patriot. 

There is no cost to attend the 
Oak Ridge Cemetery or the 

Saturday morning Great Lakes 
District meeting scheduled to 
start at 8 A.M. 

You can still register for the 
Friday dinner through Monday, 
October 10. If you want to attend 
contact Toby Chamberlain at 
saichamb@comcast.net or call 
217-483-6267.  

Great Lakes District Meeting 
October 28-29 

Great Lakes District meeting will begin with color and wreath 
presentation at Lincoln’s Tomb in Oak Ridge Cemetery on 
Friday, October 28 at 3:30 PM. 

mailto:saichamb@comcast.net
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I will take 
from 
Thomas 
Paine - 
The Crisis 
No. I 
(written 19 
December 
1776, 
published 
23 

December 1776) 
“THESE are the times that try 

men’s souls. The summer soldier 
and the sunshine patriot will, in this 
crisis, shrink from the service of 
their country; but he that stands it 
now, deserves the love and thanks of 
man and woman.” 

We are going through a crisis, 
however some of our Chapter 
membership are active, providing 
services to their communities, by 
holding Grave Markings; 
Outstanding Citizenship Awards; 
recognitions of citizens displaying 
their country’s Flag proudly; and 
other Chapter activities. For these 
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From the Desk of Richard Ruedin 
ILSSAR President 

activities, I thank each participant! 
The feedback that I am receiving 

from across the State however, is 
that while these Chapter activities 
are occurring, the individual Chapter 
participation is still much below pre-
COVID levels. 

One of the Goals for the Society 
is to become more visible. We need 
each compatriot to take the 
necessary precautions for their area 
and come out to your Chapter 
activities and meetings to revitalize 
this organization. If you have 
uniforms, wear them; if you do not 
have a uniform, be present at your 
Chapter’s activities. The more each 
Chapter has participation in public, 
there is a greater chance that the 
public will want to learn about your 
Chapter and this Society. 

Climbing down from my soap 
box, Bill and I want to thank each 
member of this Society for your 
support and participation. 
 
Richard R. Ruedin 
ILSSAR President 

A Message from Bill Wheeler 
Senior Vice-President 

I’m not quite sure 
where summer 
went! It seemed 
like just 
yesterday that 
summer was 
starting. While 
this year has 
certainly been an 
improvement 

over 2020 & 2021, we still have not 
fully gotten back into the swing of 
things. There have been some great 
events. I recently was able to attend 
the Illinois State C.A.R. event, 
Schaumburg Boomers game, where 
the Northern Illinois Color Guard 
presented the colors at the beginning 
of the game. 

I was also able to attend the 
grave marking of one of the 
daughters, Phebe Ashley Mead 
Weed, of a Revolutionary Patriot in 
Marengo, IL. The SAR was able to 
support the event by providing a 
color guard represented by several 

chapters. 
These have been great events to 

attend but we still have not returned 
to the same level of events and 
engagement that we have prior to the 
onset of COVID. It is tough coming to 
the realization that things may not be 
the same as they were before COVID. 
That said, it is not to say that we 
cannot make participations in events 
and being active in SAR a reality. 
State President Richard Ruedin has 
put together a survey which is looking 
to you for ideas on how we can best 
support our chapters and our 
members. We would truly appreciate 
it if you took 5 minutes to complete 
the survey. Alternatively, you can 
always share your feedback directly 
with me via email at 
bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org. 

 
Thank you for your membership 

and support and we wish that you and 
your families have a fantastic holiday 
season. 

mailto:Richard.ruedin@il-sar.org
mailto:bill.wheeler@il-sar.org
mailto:bill.wheeler@il-sar.org
mailto:steve2204@comcast.net
mailto:tjharrisil@frontier.com
mailto:therobinsons_20@comcast.net
mailto:gjwestfall1974@gmail.com
mailto:jeremwhit@nwcable.net
mailto:ray.owens@connectwithcalvary.org
mailto:saichamb@comcast.net
mailto:tdashby@me.com
mailto:kybrd76@hotmail.com
mailto:bill.wheeler@illinois-sar.org
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2023 Annual 
Dues Update 

Chamberlain Receives  
Roger Sherman Gold Medal 

Toby Chamberlain, dual 
member of Springfield and Elijah 
Smith Chapters of the Illinois 
Society SAR, received the National 
Society Roger Sherman Gold Medal 
at National Congress in Savannah, 
Georgia in July. 

His work with the George 
Washington Endowment Fund was 
cited. He serves on both the 
National Society GWEF 
Distribution Committee and is the 
Vice Chairman of the GWEF Fund 
Raising Committee. 

The Roger Sherman Gold 
Medal, authorized in 2013, may be 
awarded by the National Society to 
a Compatriot in recognition of, and 

in appreciation of, outstanding 
service that does not meet the 
requirements for the Meritorious 
Service Medal.  

The medal is named after Roger 
Sherman (1721-1793), who was a 
founding father, and the only 
person to sign all four 
Congressional papers of the United 
States: the Continental Association, 
the Declaration of Independence, 
the Articles of Confederation, and 
the Constitution. 

All Gold medal awards are 
approved by the National Society 
Medals and Awards Committee. 

Compatriots should be 
receiving annual notices for 2023 
over the next couple of months. 

Drew Robinson, Secretary-
Treasurer of the Illinois Society 
began sending notices via email 
August 1, with the full membership 
receiving notices on September 1. 
Paper notices will be sent  via 
USPS to those members who have 
not already paid their upcoming 
dues on October 1. Apologies to 
those whose payments cross in the 
mail at that time. Notifications for 
unpaid members will be sent to the 
chapters November 1 so they can 
send a reminder to their respective 
members.  All dues are to be paid 
by December 31, 2022, with a late 
fee of $5 for dues received after 
this date. 

If you would like to update our 
records for email, street address, 
phone numbers, or the death of a 
chapter member, please contact 
Drew  at treasurer@illinois-sar.org 

From Illinois 
Society Registrar 
Greg Westfall 

 First of all, I want to 
congratulate each and everyone 
of our Chapter Registrars on the 
outstanding work that you are 
already doing. New General 
Genealogist Gary Green also 
sends kindest regards for your 
work. 

Our Illinois Society 
acceptance rate for Regular 
membership is at 98%, with 
supplementals at 100%.   

COVID-19 is still impacting 
application processing at 
National and an increase in 
supplementals has also 
generated a backlog of work. 

I would also ask for as much 
patience as you can afford me as 
I am having health issues and 
may not get our submittals done 
as quickly as expected or 
desired.  

2022 Illinois Society  
Flag Awards Update 

Ted Miller, Illinois Society Flag 
Award Chairman, has distributed 
an updated flag award summary. 

To date, the following chapters 
have presented flag awards this 
year: Fox Valley, 13; General 
Joseph Bartholomew, 1; Long 
Knives, 2.  

These chapters have not 
submitted flag awards: American 
Bicentennial, Captain Zeally Moss, 

Elijah Smith, Ewington, Fort 
Armstrong, Fort Dearborn, General 
George Rogers Clark, Kishwaukee, 
Lewis & Clark, Piankeshaw, 
Springfield, and Stephen Decatur.  

Chapter Presidents are 
encouraged to review and update 
information regarding 
presentations and chapter flag 
chairs. You may contact Ted at 
tedmiller64@gmail.com 

August Board of Managers Cancelled; 
Survey & Feedback Sought 

Living with COVID-19 still 
requires adjustments and last minute 
notices. 

The regular August 2022 
meeting of the Illinois Society Board 
of Managers was cancelled due to 
rising number of COVID-19 cases in 
Sangamon County and the concern of 
state leadership not to unnecessarily 
jeopardize any member’s health. 

As we adapt to present, and 
hopefully post-COVID-19 realities, 
our chapters have gained experience 
and still marked success in spite of 
circumstances. Members of the 
Illinois Society SAR Board of 
Managers are grateful for the level of 
devotion and service that has 

prevailed through this recent 
pandemic. 

While formal statewide meetings 
have remained a struggle to return to 
normal, review of committee 
assignments and structure has 
already begun. If you are interested 
in assisting with one (or several) 
committees, please contact Illinois 
Society President Richard Ruedin or 
Senior Vice-President Bill Wheeler.  

Each chapter is encouraged to 
meet and discuss their needs and 
their strengths as we plan for the 
support of your work from your state 
society. Your feedback is needed and 
welcome! 

mailto:treasurer@illinois-sar.org?subject=member%20update
mailto:tedmiller64@gmail.com
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Welcome New Members 
 

American Bicentennial 
James William Wright 

 
Captain Zeally Moss 

Daniel Gene Josefson 
 

Ewington 
Glenn Wayne Walker 

Wayne Thomas Walker 
Bobby Cyrus Wilson 

 
Fox Valley 

Scott Michael DeMuth 
Patrick M. Hill 

Lloyd Thomas Hubbard 
Charles Wayne Mansfield 
Brett MacGregor Mignin 

James Eugene Morton, III 
David Elliot Richardson 

William George Roth 
Lewis Donald Von Almen 

Kenneth Duane Walsh 
 

Fort Dearborn 
Mark Robert Dunn 

 
Kishwaukee 

Robert Yountz Clifton 
William Wesley Clifton 

 
Lewis & Clark 
Kelly Lee Conrad 

 
Long Knives 

Clifford William Haskell (Memorial) 
Richard Lee Marple 

Charles W McDowell (Memorial) 
Timothy Allen Nicoll 

 
Springfield 

Harry James McWard 
 

Stephen Decatur 
Benjamin Hunter Robinson 

In Remembrance 
 

Robert C. Elder  
March 24, 2021 
Lewis & Clark  

 
Edward J. Bachesta, Jr.  

February 28, 2022  
Lewis & Clark 

 
Russell W. Hunter  

June 27, 2022  
Lewis & Clark 

 
Allen W. Luttrell  

August 2, 2022 
 Springfield  

 
Harry E. Hoit 
August 26, 2022 

General Joseph Bartholomew 
 

James D. Bimes, PhD. 
September 16, 2022 

General George Rogers Clark 

 

Chapter Capsules 
News from Our Chapters 
Elijah Smith 

The Elijah Smith Chapter 
had to cancel the Cemetery 
Marking Dedication at Walnut 
Ridge Cemetery in Virginia, 
Illinois planned for October 
1st,2022.  We apologize for any 
inconvenience this 
has caused, but the delivery of 
our plaque has been 
delayed.  Future plans will be 
announced at a later date.  

 
Fort Dearborn 

Fort Dearborn has chapter 
meetings taking place 
on September 15th and 
November 17th.  Both meetings 
commence at Noon and will 
take place at the Union League 
Club Chicago.  The guest 
speaker in November is Liz 
Garibay of the Chicago 
Brewseaum.  Ms. Garibay will 
be giving a history of beer in 
Chicago.  
 

General George Rogers 
Clark 

The Outstanding Citizenship 
Award Chairman, John 
Stanton, has received 
recommendations from the 
schools in our Chapter 

area.  Twenty students have 
been selected, their Certificates 
are being sent out to each of 
them, a ceremony was not 
provided due to the local 
COVID recommendations. 

The Chapter Wreaths Across 
America Chairman, Phil Bailey, 
has receive approval for the 
wreath presentation at the 
cemetery in Glen Carbon, IL on 
December 17th.  Chapter Color 
Guard will present colors, 
Chapter Flintlock members to 
fire a salute, and the WAA 
Chairman will read the names, 
service and rank for 70 veterans 
that are buried at this cemetery. 

The Chairman of Grave 
Markings, Robert Ridenour, has 
located two American 
Revolution Patriot graves to be 
marked.  Markers have been 
ordered and once they arrive 
our Chapter will provide a 
formal ceremony dedicating 
these Patriot graves. 

 
General Joseph 
Bartholomew 

On Friday, September 9, at 1 
pm in Grace Church Activity 
Center in Normal, the chapter 
commemorated the signing of 
the U.S. Constitution on 
September 17, 1787. Illinois 
Senator Jason Barickman was  
the keynote speaker.  Awards, 
commendations and certificates 
for public service were 
presented in the areas of law 
enforcement, fire safety, 
heroism and lifesaving. 

 
Law Enforcement 

Marc Wright, Captain, 
Woodford County Sheriff’s 

Office 
Andrew Krusz, Trooper, Illinois 

State Police District #8 
John Fermon, Sergeant, 

General George Rogers Clark chapter held a monthly 
meeting at Hill’s Fort, Greenville. The 1812 fort was 
built to protect local residents from Native-American 
attacks. 
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Bloomington Police Department 
Hector Melchor, Officer, 

Bloomington Police Department 
 

Fire Safety  
Eric Davison, Firefighter/

Paramedic, Bloomington Fire 
Department  

 
Heroism 

Matt Bozarth, Captain, 
Bloomington Fire Department 

Eric Purchis, Engineer, 
Bloomington Fire Department 

JR Fulcher, Firefighter/
Paramedic, Bloomington Fire 

Department 
Aaron Ehrhart, Firefighter/

Paramedic, Bloomington Fire 
Department 

 
Life Saving 

Elizabeth Blair, Deputy, 
Woodford County Sheriff’s 

Office 
Darren Donald, Deputy, 

Woodford County Sheriff’s 
Office 

David Hall, Engineer, 
Bloomington Fire Department 

 
Distinguished Service 

Rick Bleichner, Retired Town of 
Normal Police Chief  

 
Long Knives 

Little Arlington Cemetery 
(Sunset Lawn Cemetery), is a 

well known Memorial Cemetery 
located in Harrisburg, Illinois. 
Through the efforts of Don 
Cooper and a troop of 
Community support, it has 
become a Veteran’s Tribute, 
filled with hundreds of neatly 
arranged Crosses and Memorial 
Statues. This is why the Long 
Knives Chapter of Southern 
Illinois chose the site for a 
special 4th of July Service for 
the Community. Participating in 
the morning’s event were the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution and Civic leaders. 
Chapter President Tom 
Edmondson presented opening 
and closing remarks, while 
Chaplain Steven Haldeman gave 
the Invocation. “Town Crier” 
Lance Newman addressed the 
crowd, reading the Declaration 
of Independence in a 
commanding voice of jubilation 
and authority. The “reading” 
was accompanied by the ringing 
of the Chapter’s Bell, a twenty-
one gun musket Salute, and a 
three shot; twenty-one gun 
Salute by the Long Knives 
Cannon Crew. 

Although the morning was 
very hot and humid, it was well 
attended by the public and local 
newspaper and Television 
media. The Long Knives greatly 
appreciated the chance to 

remind the American People of 
the true significance of our 
celebrated 4th of July. 

 

The Long Knives Chapter 
recently had the Honor to add 
two Members to our Memorial 
Membership Roster. Clifford 
William Haskell was added to 
the roles on behalf of his son, 
Compatriot Patrick Haskell. In 
addition, Compatriot Guy 
McDowell and sister Mary Kern 
honored their father’s memory 
as well. Charles Wilson 
McDowell received his 
Memorial Membership as well.  

 
Stephen Decatur 

Illinois Society President 
Richard Ruedin attended the 
September 2022 chapter 

(Continued on page 6) 

“Town Crier” Lance Newman reading the Declaration 
of Independence at Little Arlington Cemetery (Sunset 
Lawn Cemetery) Harrisburg, Illinois 

General Joseph Bartholomew Law Enforcement, Fire Safety, Heroism, Life Saving 
& Distinguished Service Award Recipients, September 9, 2022. 
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meeting for the installation of 
chapter officers and the 
presentation of awards. 

Installed officers were Roger 
Swim, President; Chris Bradley, 
Vice-President, Alex Shealy, 
Treasurer, Jason Butterick, 
Secretary, and Patrick Butterick, 
Sergeant-at-arms.  

Two members received 
membership awards for 45 years 
of service: Tom Ferriell and Alex 
Shealy. Tom Ferriell is one of 
the charter members of the 
chapter. 

Larry Burgett was recognized 
for his service as President 
during the challenging COVID-
19 pandemic. 

 

Are You A George 
Washington Fellow? 

The George Washington 
Endowment Fund (GWEF) was 
created to establish a permanent 
restricted fund, the income of 
which would provide annual 
funding for the support of 
NSSAR unfunded or 
underfunded committees and 
special projects. 80% of the 
corpus earnings are withdrawn 
for NSSAR project support. The 
remaining 20% is added to the 
permanent fund. 

George Washington Fellows 
have elected through a single 
$1000 gift or annual installment 
payment plan as a permanent 
gift to fund. It is not limited to 
SAR members; spouses, 
children, grandchildren, 
nephews and nieces are also 
eligible.  

All new George Washington 
Fellows receive a beautiful gold 
pin, a certificate acknowledging 
their GW Fellow status, and 
listed with all GW Fellows in the 
SAR Genealogical and Research 
Library. 

Additional information, 
including brochure and form are 
available at the SAR Foundation 
website. Consider a gift today! The Northern Illinois Color Guard with descendants of Phebe Ashley Mead Weed 

at DAR grave marking in Marengo, IL. Members of Fox Valley, Kishwaukee & 
Fort Dearborn SAR assisted. 

The General Joseph Bartholomew SAR Chapter, in a joint project with the Letitia Green Stevenson 
DAR Chapter, purchased an electronic billboard to honor Constitution Week between September 
9—17. The billboard is located on Veterans Parkway in Bloomington across from State Farm 
Insurance Corporate Headquarters. Over 40,000 vehicles pass by the billboard each day, and it is 
scheduled for 10 seconds every 5 minutes throughout the week. 

The Northern Illinois Color Guard presented the colors at the Schaumburg 
Boomers Baseball Game. 

https://www.sarfoundation.org/ways-to-give/george-washington-endowment-fund/
https://www.sarfoundation.org/ways-to-give/george-washington-endowment-fund/
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2022 Annual Great Lakes District and ILSSAR Dinner 

  Reservation Form 

Advance reservation required 

Dress is Black Tie, Colonial or Business Attire 
Dinner Menu  

Chicken Breast stuffed with Tomato, Mozzarella and Basil 
Served with Cheesy Cheddar Potatoes and Sautéed Vegetables 

Berry Field Green Salad 
Vanilla cheesecake with chocolate caramel and Heath Bar pieces 

 
 

Guest(s) ____________________________________________________ 
Vegetarian Option? Yes____ 
 
Society ________________________    Position ___________________ 
 
Telephone Number ______________ EMAIL _____________________  

Checks Payable to ILSSAR $35 per person for Dinner  
Cutoff date for reservations is Monday, October 10  

 
Return form to:  Toby Chamberlain 
                          312 Sommerset Drive 
                          Chatham IL 62629 

 
Wyndham City Center Hotel Springfield Illinois 

Room Rate is $123.00 plus tax includes two breakfast for each room free covered parking 
Wyndham City Center Hotel 

For Room Reservations: https://bit.ly/SAROCT22 
217-789-1530 

 

Vegetarian option is available 

Dinner is in the Vista Rooms on the 29th Floor 

 6:00 Social Hour  

6:45 Presentation of the Colors 

 

Name: ___________________________________________   Number Attending ____________ 

https://bit.ly/SAROCT22


 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

2022 Fall Leadership—Louisville, KY 
Thursday, September 29— 
Saturday, October 1, 2022 

 
Great Lakes District Annual Meeting 

Wyndham City Center Hotel, Springfield, IL 
Friday, October 28-Saturday, October 29, 

2022 
 

2023 Spring Leadership—Louisville, KY 
Thursday, March 2— 

Saturday, March 4, 2023 
 

133rd Annual National Congress  
Orlando, Florida 

Thursday, July 13—Thursday, July 20, 2023 

More Ways To Stay 
Informed 

Here are even more ways to 
connect with SAR events & news 

National Society 
sar.org 

 
facebook.com/

sonsoftheamericanrevolution/ 
 

Great Lakes District 
illinois-sar.org/gld.html 

 
Illinois Society 
illinois –sar.org 

 
 

Illinois Society Sons Of  
The American Revolution  
999 N. Plaza  
Schaumburg, IL 60173 


